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British Crown ini this country. We ail have our littie
weaknesses, our susceptibilities.

Take an Engylishman for instance. He is proud of it.
I feel it mysif ; at any rate one hall of me does.
And when we reflect, that lie lias led the world hn the
path of emancipation, free governiment, industrial su-
premacy and founded an empire so vast that it is with-
out parailel, and installed great communities ail over
the globe, endowhng them with the priceless blessing of
liberty, who wiil deny that lie is rightly proud ?

Well John Bull's pride is ail riglit, but it is incon-
venient sometimes; Frencli-Canadians understand it
tlioroughly. It, hn no way, interferes with friendly in-
tercourse, Allowance is made for this apparent hauteur
behind whicli are so mnany estimable qualities. How
often have I heard this peculiar trait of the English
character appreciated by my French feilow citizens, in
a manner indicating that they liad studied it, measured
it, justifled- it and were seldoru, if ever, put out by it.
The circumstance may appear of sinail importance. Yet,
as a matter of fact, hn the daily contact between the
two sections of the people, it is essential to easy inter-
course and pleasant relations.

Another circuinstance should facilitate the national
afin of your association. The Frencli-Canadian people
fully appreciate the value of the political institutions
under which they live ; no people hn Canada are more
familiar with the constitutional gyuarantees under which
British subjects are protected. liey were the pioneers
of responsible Government here and for nearly a century
discussed notling else. Tliey are happy, satisfied with
British rule, conscious of its present liberality ; tliey
want no change ; they have no separatist desires.

But let me present another view : 1 have said that
to know each other well must lead the two races to a
better, to the best understandihg. May I utter a mild
reproacli, in the intimacy of this gathering which brihgs
together men of so mucli good f aitli and earnestness ?
One can say everything to a friend, if only it is said in
the proper way. Nay, it is scarcely a reproacli, merely
a gentle suggestion. Have we sufficiently studied the
past history of that section of our people whicli, we all
agree, constitutes a factor, an important element of it,
in order better to appreliend the formation of its char-
acter since the great change of 1759 ?

But ihdeed that history lias not been fuily written
out; it is stiil hn fragments. I ai reminded of a great
painting I saw somewliere hn Europe where the Muse of
History is pourtrayed as a grave womnan of stately mien,
holding hnlier liand a book froin wbich she severs the
leaves and casts, thein arouud lier. Gather somne of
these scattered leaves, gentlemen, and you wiil, 1 ami
sure, find mucli that wil appeal to* your higlier feelings
in the story of the men to .whomi with yourselves are
confided the desthnes of our- common country. Lt is a
romantic and cbivalrous taie, but it lias a sad and mnel-
ancholy side to it. I can but briefly refer to, a few
features of it whicli bear upon our subject, not to, revive
a buried past, but to, explain.

Tliey are hndeed a very wretched people wlio, after
the heroic struggrLle Of 1759, liad to give way to the con-
querors, but amz'ong ail the harrowing circumstances of
their defeat, tliey were sustahned by the hope that under
the termas of a capitulation where you can trace a
khndly feeling of the hnvadhng generals, that at least
would be safeguarded which is neyer refused to a brave
and ýgeneroiis enemny. Lt is, I think, a nioderate state-
ment to say that the few scattered thousands wlio chose,
under the ternis of the treaty that ended the war, to
remahn under the British flag and become subjects of the
King, mniglit have been better treated.

Mucli may be said hn extenuation, I know. England
was stiil gropig hn the dark and no statesmnan had yet
ariseni to proclairn the colonial policv which built up
Greater Britahn but camne too late to avoid irreparable
losses. The fact remains that for more than hall a cen-
tury, after New France liad been ceded to England, the
new subjecta of the Crown were given over to, an ad-
mnîstration which was little calculated to conciliate and
to attacli themn to the new rulers. Misrule was the
order of the day. Tliree years of military Govern'ment
were followed by a systei of absolute civil Government
which practically amounted to an oligarcliy, witli ail its
concomitant evils. No share for the people in the di-
rection of public affairs, a haughty bureaucracy hn charge
of almost every public function, cumulathng several of-
fices hn the liands of one, often an hncompetent man 1
Over ail, present everywhere, the evil of taxation with-
,)ut representation and responsibility, s0 repugnant to
Britishi ideals of freedom !

Lt is necessary to study closely this now remote
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to their moorhngs but the iron and rope cables by which
the vessels were secured were snapped like string hn the
force of the zale. The "San CheunLy" broke away froi lier


