
CANADJAN COURIER.

RECENTLY TO DISCUSS THE NEEDS 0F THE ARMY

service foundd upn a money consideration would
neyer, in b is dopini(on, be other than a farce.

An increase in the fiat rate of pay, and the aboli-tion of "efficiency") pay would lie a decided reform.
EverY one, from top to bottom of the service, ad-mTits that "ieff iciency" pay is a farce and in some
"ales a great deai worse than that.

<Jivraal Training.
OFCourse, if universal training were to be

adopted there would lie no need for an in-crease 0f pay. Senator Power explained liow in
1866, Nova Scotia trained as many men as the
W,,hole of Canada trains to-day at a total cost of
ýl0M00. The companies drilled at their homeheadquarters and only the officers were uniformied.

¶Uhere w'as no pay for the individual. Colonel
'-ogie Pointed out that in Australia every youth of
sixteen iflust serve two years in the senior cadetsand thenfllwb tliree years in the militia. Thus

bYthetme lie is twenty-one, lie lias already servedive years. Fror this period of service, lie receives

flwversal training bas the supreme economic ad-
"autage that it drills young men only and occupies
teir tirne when tliey can spare it and when their

cconoinic value is not developed. Universal train-
inlg whic ends wlien a man reaches twenty-one
.Years of age sbould flot scare any anti-militarist.

Y ngxan wlio drills sixteen days a year forfieYears is flot giving up mucli for bis country,
anid what he is giving is time wliicli is flot overly
valuable. Nevertlieless this is the period of bis
1dfe wlien physical training of this nature will bie
'Of the greatest benefit to him. The greatest benefit,
and the liglitest burden.

And yet the conference liesitated to vote for uni-versal training. Thbe officers knew that tliey would
be nigepresented and misunderstood. The cavalry
Section made no reconimendation on tliis point.
The artillery section were strongly in favour of it.
ý1he itifaztry section discussed it, but took no

(1) It would save a large sum annually; (2) It
would save two-thirds of the time of officers, now
spent in seeking recruits; (3) It would train men
at a period when their training would be pliysically
most beneficial, and (4) It would train the selfish
as well as the unselfish.

A rmouriea and Drill Halls.

A N arrnoury is a place in whicli to store arms anid
~'equipment; a drill hall is a place to drill a

company or a battalion, with armouries attached.
At present the City corps have drill halls, and the
country corps have nothinig. Tlie latter desire
either unit or conlpany armouries. The best sug-
gestion was to the effect that every Company or
companies in a town or village should have an
armioury. This wouild be about 20 feet by 35 feet,
a f rame structure on a stone foundation, built on
land donated by the local authorities, and costing
fromi $1,000 to $2,OOO each.

It does seem strange that the Government sliould
build large, expensive and luxurious drill halls for
city corps and leave the country corps witliout
places in whicli to meet occasionially and in which
to keep their equipment. 4iouries are a necessity
if the miilitary spirit is to b e kept alive between drill
seasons. Tliey are the meeting places for the men,
providing a social military centre whicli seems
essential. Tliey are also useful, even when smnall,
for preliminary squad drill.

In erecting publie buildings of this kind, the Do-
mninion Government lias been extravagant and nig-
gardly, according to general opinion. Tlie buildings
which tbey have erected have been unnecessarily
expensive and usually badly planned. Too mucli
money bas been expended on exteriors and too little
on interiors. These expensive arniouries bave been
too often political favours ratlier than business-like
expenditures. This is the extravagant side. Thie
niggardly aide was their failure to provide inex-
pensive small armouries for the units of the townsf
and villages.

Cadet Corps.
M OST enthusiasm was sliown wlien the discus-

sion of cadet corps was taken up. It seemned
to lie universally recognized that the cadet corps
were the basis or the feeders of the inilitia. At
presenit there is no system, as in Australia, wbereby

youths pass directly froni cadet corps into tlie
militia. Colonel Mercer and others suggested that
some changes should be made, such as lowering the
age limit in the militia, whereby cadets would pass
at once in the senior corps without the interregnum
which now exists. A cadet finishes bis training
when lie is sixteen or eighteen years of age, but
cannot enter the militia until he is twenty-one.

The cavalry section recommended that separate
camps be autliorized for cadets who are affiliated
to a regiment, and that 22-calibre rifles lie supplied
to them, with 50 rounds of ammunîtion. The artil-
lery section expressed its "sincerest sympathy with
the cadet movemnent and believe that its development
is essential to the future strength and efficiency of
the force." The educational and cadet corps section
recommended summer camps for cadets, small
annual grants for each properly uniformed cadet at
annual inspection, and 'that provincial educational
authorities should encourage the cadet movement.
The infantry section expressed general approval of
the cadets as the first step towards universal
training.

A More Varied Ration.
TJ HE subject of better feeding in the camps re-

cevdscant attention, but it is undoubtedly
important. Lieut.-Col. Miller, of the 23rd Regi-
ment, furnisbed the writer with the details of an
experiment in this connection. The Government
makes certain allowances for this work and sup-
plies plenty of food. Col. Miller thinks it sliould
revise its list of supplies and decrease the cost. He
took 137 men to camp and fed thetn as lie wouild
f eed bis men in a lumber camp, the Goverrnment
giving him cash in lieu of the ordinary rations.
The amount banded over by the Government was
$410. Col. Miller did bis own providing and ex-
pended only $301, leaving him a net profit of $108.
He succeeded in f eeding bis men at 189-10 cents
per day, or 63-10 cents per nieal. Yet every meal
bad a special menu of its own, Tfhere was a greater
x-ariety and the mnen fared muicl better than on gov-
erinent rations. He used only hiaîf as mucli bread,
a littie more than haîf as mucli meat, saved on
butter, cheese, jani and beans. With this saving lie
bought sausages, rice, macaroni, apples, prunes,

(Coninued on page 21.)


