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The Royal Mounted Go to War
By Francis J. Dickie

WrITH the first day of March, 1917,the Province of Alberta taok over
ita own policing, a duty hitherto

handled for forty-three years by the Royal
North West Mounted Police. This action
was also taken by the Province of Sas-,
katchewan a few daya previously. The
assuming by the provinces of their own
policing is due ta a special war measure
act passed a few weeks previously author-
izing the mobilizing of t he Mounted Police
as a military unit for military duty.
This act met with considerable opposition
from ranchers, various agricultural soci-
eties and other bodies in the two great
Prairie Provinces where the Mounted
Police have rendered valuable servi ce;
but the protesta of these were overruled
and the Mounted Police from the two
provinces some six hundred and fifty in
numnbr are now on a war footing.

Whether this marks the passing for
ail time of the Mounted Police frorn these
particular provinces, it is doubtful at
this time ta say. But it seems altagether
likely. Bath provinces are rapidly bN-
commng settled and once the provinces
have assuined this work for themselves
they wilikely be boath ta sufer a further~ation after the war, which
wuldbe neessary should the Royal

Mounted once more assume duties.

Battleford were other important posta
built in the next five years.

In 1882 the building of the Canadian
Pacific Rafiway brought a large inrush
of foreigners ta build the lime and many
crirninals who follow railway operations.
To cope with these the Mounted Police
was increased ta a thousand men.

For many years now the Mounted
Police have been alive and ever present
topic for fiction; but owing ta mcst of
the writers of these tales being un-
familiar with the country, the police
rufes, etc., few of these stories have donc
justice ta the force. The fact remains,
h owe ver, that hundreds of the experience
of constables outnival the best work of
imaginative literature.

Once, when some Canadian Indians
strayed across on ta Ainerican territory
near the Alberta border in search of
game, they were rounded up by a whole
detachment of United States cavalry,
who escorted them ta the border line and
camped there. One of the American
cavalry men was despatched ta the
nearest pcst ta inform the police of the
straymng Indians and request a strong
detachment of the police ta corne and
get thern. Two days later the cavalry-
man returned, accornpanied by one lone
policeman.

Regina Barmecks, Mounted Police.

Training the Horse for Police Duty.

The strength of the force, according te
the officiai blue book repart for 1916,
nurnbexed 750 on the first day of January,
1917. The majoity of this number were
situated in Alberta and Saskatchewan.
The balance at scattered posts in Macken-
zie and Hudson Bay territory, at which
pointa the Mourted Police-there mount-
cd in name only-will- likely remain for
many years to corne.

The force was founded in 1873. At
that tirne the new West'was just heing
opened up. The rnonopoly of the Hud-
son's Bay Company had ceased in 1869,
and the country taken over through
purchase by the Daminion Government.
Following the passing of the territory
froin the hands of the Company, a horde
of evil doers swept in from the States
to prey upon the Indians. To combat
these men and maintain law and order
in a land of about a hall million square
miles, Sir John A. Macdonald took the
matter up te the Commons recommending
that a force be formed that should "be
efficient without gold lace." This famoiîs
epigramn stuck to the force for many years.
In May, 1873, the bill authorizing the
force wvas lpassed and three hundred
men mobilized it Toronto, iînder Lieut.-
Col. French. Thev travelled by train to
the end of steel into the Northwest, thien
Fargo, N.D. Fromn bere thev marchedi
eight hundred miles to the foot of the
Rockies and estahilitshed a pest at Fort
mNacleod. Fort Ldmonton, Pile-of-BonLs
(now Regini headquartcrs). Calgary and

"Where's your detachmient?" the cavaI-
ry commander asked.

"Detachment! Why, I'm the detach-
ment," replied the policeman. And such
was the control the Mounted Police had
that he took his band of Indians, number-
ing several hundred, back, iînaided and
without any trouble.

The 'Mounted Police in pioneering the
West established a record for fair dealings
with the Indians and the settlement of
Alberta by them was rnarked with no
such bloodshed as marked similar tinies
in the United States and even Eastern,
Canada where terrible enrity arose
between the red men and the white
invaders. If for nothing else, the 'Mount-
cd Police wiil always deserve a famous
place in Canada's Hall of Farne.

The rnost notable events in the historv
wvas the taking of Ahnighty Vcice, -p
remarkable Indian. For cattle stealing
he was arrested by the Duck Lake patrol,
but escaped. In the subsequent- chase
he shot and killed Sergeant Coîbroke.
This occurred in 1894. Thoîîgh diligently
scarcheci for, it was not until April, 1S96),
that a patrel cornered him on the side
of a stccp butte. Almighty Voice M'as
accornpartied by two comipanions and
there. in their protected shelter on the
buttes steep side, they held the police
off for many days, killing four officers cf
the force and the pestrnaster from Dîek
Lake. A nine-pound gun -,vas finallv
bro',cht eut from Regina and the outlavwsM'ben mriting odvertisers. please mention
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shelled out from thefr position. Ail
were kilied.

Many other exciting incidents fil the
pages of thepcice history from 1873 to
1917. The Foine, episode, in which
a crazed homestea er held off a posse
for several days and killed one of the
force before he was takent took place
near Edmonton, Aberta, 'n 1913. In
the winter of 1910-11 an overland patrol
of police going from MacPherson to Daw-
son took the wrong divide and wandered
for weeks utterly lost The patrol,
consisting of Inspector Fitzgerald, Con-
stables Carter, Kinney and Taylor, soon
consuned their provisions, then their
dogs, rmd were finally reduced to cooking
their mocassins and bits of fur robes,
gettinq a littie sustenance frorn the soup.
Ail, however, perished miserably.

The most recent striking case of
Mounted Police work was the arrest
after two years' hunting of the two Eskimo
murderers of the missionary priests,
Father Rouvier and Leroux. These two
men were killed by Eskimos in the
vicinity of Great Bear Lake, in 1914.
The murderers were captured by Inspector
Phillips, of MacPherson. Thie striking
part of the hunt was that the chasse
ended upon an iceberg where the Eskimos
had taken refuge. They are now on the
way ta Regina for trial; a trip of 2,300
miles on foot and 500 by rail.

The rule of the Mounted Police has
always been to "1get your man," and for
forty-three years the force hias stood as
one of the most genèrally efficient and
incorruptible of plce bdes. Whether
they return to the provinces after the
war or not is hard to say.

But in the farther northern territories
detachments of them will likely continue
to do duty for many years yet to corne.
And even though the force does pass,
it wilI reinain long in the memory of th e
people of the Dominion.

War Activities of Johnny Canuck's
Mothers, Sisters a.nd Sweethearts

(Continued from page 7)
they flooded the market and had to can
some of them to save waste, and these
wcre eanly vegetables, tool

Equally efficient to meet the demands
of war at home and the front have
Canadian wvomen been. X'ast sums of
money have they helped to colleet. By
ingenuity of resource and novel plan
they have kept the money floating into
ever needy and ever ernptying coffers.
Hospital staffs in strange lands they
have rnanned with expert nurses.
Throughout a vast stretch of territory
comprising more than haîf of Canada's
total of 3,729,665 square miles they have
won the right to vote. M.Nen's places in
the office and the counting house they
have assurned calmly, and efficiently
performed the duties required. The
liquor traffie has felt their niight, and in
haif of the wvhole Dominion the open
bars have been swept away. Suffering
soldiers and foreign non-comb4tants
have been rushed colossal mountains of
food and lothing supplies. Fresh fruit.
they have canned in thousands of
quarts for the fighiters at the front. And
at home, eternally vigilant, alvays
alert te fight, they have beaten food
combines and drive,, prices down. Even
inte the great factories, where cornes
the things of death, they have goneand
%%orked and become experts in the art
of munition making.

In ne single thing have they failed;
no single caîl have they left unanswered.
Greatly they have strîven and greatly
achieved.

Rer Answer
By Elizabeth L. Geuld

My kitty tries to,tell the truth,"
Said littie Norah Gray,

"But she came near forgetting it
Three timies this very day.

I askcd lher, 'Tell me, kitty dear,
Who made vour basket-bed?'

And just as plx-in as plain could bep
Mcou'thiat kitty said.

I shook mny finger at lier. Now.
Who has dress that's bine,

With naSrrow rufles running round?'
1 a'sked. Sue s-aid. \evou!'

CAnd M-Vho'shuen seratclied like
everythin o,

And spit at, too, hesideV'
1 ask'ed. and 1 vas 'stonished wlhen

'eou that kittv cried'"


