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true acceptation of the term, a book that amuses

the imagination and the heart. Now, whatever

the soul receivés through these channels must

be of some importance for good or evil. Hence

we are not justified, on the plea of indiffer-

ence to accept any book that falls under our

hands without being thoroughly examined

and competently recommended.

Here, of course, a new difficulty occurs: at

your age, and with your experience, you are

unable to judge what books you should read;

you are therefore obliged to follow the advice

of others in the matter, but not the advice of

all indiscriminately, as all are not competent to

direct you in a matter of such grave impor-

tance. Popularity will give a wide circulation

to a book but can by no means recommend it;

hence public opinion is not a rule that will

guarantee .you against deception.

Those in whom you place entire confidence


