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number of well-drilled rhilitia flank companies ready to follow on the first

summons. As the day dawned, the scouts I bad sent out reporting no symp-

toms of hostile movement in the quarter indicated, these troops all proceeded

at double quick for the succour of Queenstown, the debouching of the head of

which column on the main road appeared to be the signal for opening a brisk

cannonade from Fort Niagara on the troops, the town, and Fort.

Soon after, the news of the gallant Brock's unhappy fall reached us, which,

by necessarily removing General Sheaffe to Queenstown, the command -at

Fort George devolved on me as next senior officer. At this moment the

scene around was awfully discouraging, the gaol and court hôuse were sud-

denly wrapped in flames, which as containing many political prisoners, I at

first imagined the act of an incendiary, but other buildings soon appearing in

a similar state of conflagration left me no longer rn doubt as to the new enemy

of hot shot with which we had to grapple, and its easy distance, on wooden

i edifices I foresaw, must be attended with very destructive effect. Luckily, a

posse of militia-men had now come in, which I distributed in separate bodies,

collecting all the water-buckets and requisite implements from the inhabitants

of the town.

This arrangement, though in part effective, from the energy and courage

displayed in extinguishing the flames as they occurred, I felt to be insuffi-

cient in itself forour security ; selecting therefore, all the old veteran militia

artillerymen with two intelligent staff non-commissioned officers of the 4 1st,
by bending our whole efforts to the attainmentof one object, we at length

succeeded in stopping the mischief by diminishing and crippling the enemy's

guns, but not before hé had burnt to the ground many buildings, amongst the

number, beside the gaol and court heuse, the Chief Engineer's quarters; the

more important ones, however, the "Royal Barracks,' "Bloëk House,"

"King's Stores" and other public buildings, though 'repeatedly fired were,

by steady and untiring intrepidity, preserved. Thus temporarily relieved, I

was enabled to attend to Capt. Derinzy's (commanding 4 1st Batt.) note, from

which itappeared, he found on arriving at Queenstown, the enemy in posses-

sion of thb&opposite heights, and our heavy one-gun battery there:-that the

enfilading on ousr side, too distant from the landing to be quite effective-then

'protected by his division-had been powerfully aided by Capt. Holcroft, of

the Royal Artillery, who, unmindful of consequences, boldly dashed bWis gun

through the valley into Hamilton's court-yard within point bla9 k range, thus

succeeding in sinking some of the enemy's crowded boat , and damping

the ardour of bis troops for crossing. Seeing bis -eriticai position Capt.

Derinzy had sustained him by a party of the 41st Regiment. He briefly

mentioned that the spirited Brock finding on bis arrival the 4 9th grenadiers

and militia, though resolutely defending the landing-place, hard 'pressel, had

called to their aid the 4 9th light company from the Height's summit, tii key of

the position. The enemy, profiting by,this step, moved unperceived about 150

men-and over a precipitous steep it was deemed impracticable for a human


