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THE HON. SIR DOMINICK DALY.

IR DOMINICK DALY was born on the
11th of August, 1799, and was the third

son of Mr. Dominick Daly, a descendant of
an old Roman Catholic family in the county
of Galway, Ireland. He was educated at
the Roman Catholic College of St. Mary’s,
near Birmingham, and after completing his
studies spent some time with an uncle who
was a banker in Paris. He subsequently
returned to Ireland. In 1825 the Earl of
Dalhousie visited England, and Sir Francis

M. Burton, who acted as Lieutenant-Gover--

nor during his absence, brought with him
as his pnva,te secretary, Mr. Dominick Daly,
then about twenty-six years of age. Lord
Dalhousie returned to Canada early in 1826,
and Mr. Daly returned with Sir Francis Bur-
ton to England.

In 1827 he returned to Quebec, bearing
with him instructions to the Governor-Gen-
eral to confer upon him the office of Pro-
vincial Secretary. The appointment had
been procured in England by the influence
of Sir Francis Burton, and other. friends
of Mr. Daly. During the interval which
elapsed between his appointment as Pro-
vincial Secretary and the rebellion of 1837,
a period of ‘about ten years, Mzr. Daly care-
fully abstained from engaging in the polit-
ical conflict, and seems to have enjoyed a
larger share of public confidence than any
other official. When Lord Durham was ap-
pointed Gosz%gnor-General after the rebel-

who was sworn of the Executive Council,

and there is no doubt that he was the only
one of the British officials who was looked

on with favour by the leaders of the popu-
lar party. And yet, viewing his conduct by
the light of subsequent events, it is prob-
able that the popular leaders overestimated
Mr. Daly’s sympathy with their cause. Un-
connected with politics, he considered it
his duty to support the policy of the Gov-
ernor of the day; and he doubtless was of
opinion that having been for many years

incumbent of an -office which had. always

been admitted to be held as a permanent °
tenure, he was justified in retaining it gs
long as he had the sanction of the Governor .

for domo so. When the Union of the old
Provmces of Lower and Upper Canada took
place in 1841, the Governor-General called
on the principal departmental officers to find _
seats in the House of Assembly, a,lthough
it is very improbable that he had any inten-
tion of strictly carrying into practice what
has since been understood as Responsible
Government. It had been the practice un-

der the old system for the law officers of -

the Crown to find seats in the Legislature,
but the offices of Provincial Secretary and
Registrar, Receiver-General, Commissioner
of Crown Lands, and Inspector-General, had
always been considered non-political. Lord
Sydenham, as far as can be judged from
what occurred, had no definite policy on

Jion, Mr. Daly was the only public official | the subject. He induced Mr. Daly to enter
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