THE EXECUTION of FATHER SEEEHY
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Here at an open doorway a mournful-form is
seen A

With sorrow on each feature stamped, and sad, de-
jected mien ; :

And there adown the muddy street slow movesa
Jjoyless crowd,

Their eyes are dimmed with bitter tears, thelr heads
are lowly bowed,

Aad asthey wend their weary way through the de-
rerted town,

Pis plain to see each sturdy form with griefis

" weighted down ; e

While sorrow fills each manly breast they move in
silence by,
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Nor do they heed the howling storm or I aark the
' frowning sky.’ .
Oh! say what deed of crime and wrong has silenced
laugh and jest—

What new-born grief has quenched the fires that
light each Celtic brenst ? .

For sure those hardy sons of toil, inured to want
and woe,

Somse dire misfortunc has befal’'n fo shake their
courage so.

Noneed to tell—the surgiog crowd in sileace holds
its way ) '

To where the fortress prison rears its form all cold
and gray,
And halting near

by the haze,
_ Ench fixes on its massive front s melancholy gaze ;

Tor well they know within its walls, 8o cheerless
: and so grim, T
- Thrust in a narrow loathsome cell, with fetters on
each limb,
_ Close guarded by a vengeful crowd of pampered
Orange spics,
‘The stainless patriot and pricst, the gallant Sheehy,
lies— -
Condemned by hireling judges, in the flush of
youth and bloom,,
To meet upon the gallows high a felon’s awful
doom—
To yield his sinlees spirit furth beneath the head-
man’s hand—
His only crime that next to God he loved his native
land.

While files of scarlet soldicrs gird the prison round
about,

The sherifls on the fatnl plank have led the pris-
oner out ;

And as beneath the drop he stands, his head all
meekly bowed, .

A cry of anguish, heartfelt, doep, bursts from the
gazing crowd ;

As fervently they barc their heads, and breathe the
earnest prayer,

The fatal bolt is backward drawn—his body swings
in air.

No more his faithful flock shall feel that minister-
ing hand, .

Stilled for all timo is that pure heart—the bravest
in the land, 3 .

His stainless soul to Heaven has fled, nor longer
_ feels their chains, .
But fi'led with fiendish malice still, they mangle his
remaing ;
And, as though more wore wanting still their rage
to satiate,
They place his severed blecding head above the
prison gate.
Since then tho passing yenrs have failed to bridge
the gulf of bate;
Clonmel still holds his memory dear, still mourns
his bitter fate ;
Still will her children execrate, until the latest

the ponderous gate, balf hidden

day
The namer of Maude nud Hewitson, and perjured
Moll Dunlay.

SPOLIATION OF THE CHURCH.
CONFISCATION NOT REFORMATION,
FAOTS FRON YORKGINRE.

Alluding to an anawer to a correspondent, which
appeared in our last issue, our literary representa-
tive in Leeds writes as followa :— -

Though faw will dispute the accuracy of your
statementin the notices to eorrespondents -in ‘last

. week's issue, that no one without ¢ writing himself
down an ass," would dispute thie plunder of Catholic
church property which took place at the time ofthe
so-called Reformatian in this country, yet it isto be
feared there arc too many who are scarcely cognizant
of the extent to which that confiscation (plunder is
a better word) was carried out. The following list

" taken from this one county (Yorkshire) will per-
haps astonish not merely many Protestant rcaders,
but in eome ipstances aleo no doubt many of the
orthodox readers of the CQatholic Ttmes. The names
of the places given have beon copied literally as they
appear in the Statute Book, which will account for
some of them not being spelt-abrolutely as they are

-now.a-days. They arealil, howaver, easily recognis:
able, particularly to our Yorkshire readers. X

AtNorth Allerton, St. James's hospital founded
-for poor brethren in the reign of Henry the Sacond,
by Hugh Pusar, Bishop of Durham. At the same
place a Carmelite frinry, erccted in 1354, by the
then Bishop of Durham (Thomas Hatfleld), and- the
Maison de Dieu, built and endowed by Richard

."Moore, Draper. At Nun Appleton, a Cistercian nun-
nery ; at Arden, a Benedictine nunnery; at ‘Nether
Aulcaster, a collegs; at Bagley, an hospital ; at

- Base Dale Hoton, a Ciatercian nunnery; at Baw-
tree, an hospital, built by Robert Moreton, Esq., for
the poor (1216), at Begare, a priory; at Boverloy, a
college built by John, Archlishop ot York, in the
yesr 700 ; also at the same place o house of Hospi-
tallers, St.:Giles’s hoapital, a Dominican friary, and
a Franciscan friary ; at Bolton, an Austin prioty;
at Monk Bretton (near Barnsley), & Cltniac pricry,
founded by Adam Fitzswain, in tho reign of Henry
. IL. ; at Brunnum, a Benedictine nunnery; at Bur-
lington, an Austin'priory; at Byland, a Cisterlcian
abbey ; at Corham, & Premonstratensian abbey ; at
Douncaster, a Franciscan friary ; at Eglestone, a Pre-
monstratensian abbéy ;- at Elraton, & Cistercian
nunuery ; at Elreton-on-thé-Derwent, a Gilbertine
-priory ; at- Esseholt, a Ciatercian nunnery ; ‘at North
Ferry, an Austin priory ; at Fountains (near Ripon)
a Cigtercian abbey (now tho property of one of the
most distinguished lay members of the Catholic

. Church, viz, the Marquis of Ripon) ; at Gisburne,

an Austin priory ; at Grosmont, a priory; at Hal-
temprice, an Austin priory ; at Handale, a Benedic-
-tiue;nunnery: i at Hanehopo, a.Cistercian nunnery;
.at Hedon, an hospital ;- at:Helagh Park,an. Ausfin
priovy ; at Hemingburgh a colleg ; at Howdon, a

college ; at Teinplo Hurste, ax hospital ; at Joreval,

a Cistercian abbey ; at Keldal, a Oistercian nunnery ;
at Nun Xelynge, a Benediotine nunnery ; at Killing-
wold grove, an hospital ; at Kingston (upon Hull),

a Cisteroian priory, built by Michael de la Pole-

7| nei's'and Pole's), and a Carmelite and a Dominican
| fdary ; at Kirkleghes, a Clstercian’ nunnery; at

5| Molealby, & Bensdi
“|'a house of Hospitallers ;-at

.|-Bt.Clement's colleze” Knolles college and almshouse,

‘(Barl of Suffolk), three hoapitals: (Grigge's, Marl-

Kirkstall (near Leeds), 'a Oistercian gbbay!,lg_pilt b_y
‘'Henry de Laoy, (1147)'; at Knaresburgh,*a 'Trim-;
tarian friary ; at Lasingby, a college ; at- Old Mal-
%on, _a " Gilbertino , priory ; -at? Little  Msrcis' 8
Benedlotine nuinery ; at:Marton-on-Austin’a priory;
at: Mirkye, ~a_.,E,€_nedié%ine‘ ninnery ;;at, Mélem, 8
Cisterdidn nupdéry ; atEMiddlahamm, ‘a college; ab
Middlegburgh) &} Benedittineiicell)::foundéd in the
reign of Henry'the Firét;" by Robert di

1

'a Bagiédicting ‘Hunnery ; at Mount-grace, & Catthu-
‘sian ptiory ; at Mount-St-John;a house of Hospital-’
lers;-at"Nowburgh, an-Austin-priory ; at ‘Newland,
t Newton,, an’'hospital ;'
at Nostel), an Auktin priory; built’ by‘ Robert de
Lagy in the rélgn of Henry the'Second ; at Ovéton,
a Gilbértine priory ; at Pontefract, & Cluniao priory,

St. Nicholag' hospital, and both a Franciscan and &
Dominican friary; at .Rerecross, au- hospital ; at.
Ribstane, an hospital; at Richmond, a Franciccan
friary, a Premonstrstensian abbey, a Benedictine
cell, and 8t. Nicholas's - bospital ; at-Ripon, a col-
lege, built and endowed by Archbizhop Alfred, in-

also Magdalen hospital ; at ‘River, a Cistercien
abbey; at Rock, a Cistercian abbey; at Rosedale,
a flenedictine nunnery ; at Sallay, a Cistercian’
nonnery; at Sinningthwaite, a Cistercian nun-
nery; at Soaith, a Benedictine cell; at Sprot-1
burg, an hospital ; at Sutton, both an hospitaland
college; at Swinhey, a Cistercian nunnery; at
Thicked, a Benedictine nuonecry ; at Tickhill
(near Sheffield), a college founded by Eleanor,
Queen of Henry the Sccond ; at Tockwith, an Aus-
tin cell; at Warter, an Austin priery; at Walton
{near Wakefield) o Gilbértine priory; at Welle, an
hospital; at Whittey, a Beneiictine abbey ; at Wid-
kirk, an Austin cell ; at Wilburfosse, a Benedictine
nunnery ; at Wykham, a Cistercian abbey at Yurum
an hospital; at York, a Cathedral, built in the year
1137, originally founded 627 by King Edwin on his
conversion to Christianity, St. Mary’s Benedictine
abbey, St. Clement’s B:ncdictine convent, St. An-
drew's Gilbertine priory, or Christ Church, All
Saints, & Benedictine cell, Bedden, or Vicar's College
8t. Sepulchre's College, St. Williom's College, Bout-
ham hospital; Boutham "hospital minor, Fossgate
hospital, St. Nicbolas' hospital, St. Peter'sor Leon-
ard’s hospital, St. Thomas' hospital, an Austin
friary, founded by Lord Scroop in the year 1278, a
Franciscan friary founded by King Henry the
Second, and a Carmelits friury founded, in the year
1225, conjointly by Lords Vesey and Perey.

The above list does not include the property of
noblemen and other landed proprietors who had
their estates confiscated for adhericg to the faith of
theiv foretathers.— Cathalic Times.

* EXTREME NATIONALISTS.'

Tu our last number we gave ¢xpression to our be-
licf that amongst the men who cboose to be called
% extreme' or * advanced” Natiomalists there are
wany who would scorn to have any participation
in scenes such as that got up by some members of
their party ou the occasion of the Home Rule de-
monstration in Limerick, We are happy to be able
to point to evidence strongly counfirmatory of oor
ronarks, Amongst the extreme Nationalists of
Limerick and the neighbouring counties it appenrs
there are many who were invited to take part in
that disturbance, and who firmly and indignantly
refused to have aoything to do with it. Some of
these men, previous to the commission of the out-
rage, took pains to dissociate themselves from what
wasabout to be done. They had reasoned and re-
monstrated with their morehot-headed compatriots
but, finding they would not be dissuaded from their
purpose, they took steps to save their own honour,
and to prevent the repute of their party from being
goiled by the contemplated atrocity, . They met in
council in the city of Limerick on the morning of
the procession, and passed the following highly
creditable resolution :—

* That baving been induced to come to Lime-
rick on to-day under misrepresentations to the
effect that the honour of Irish nationality wascom-
‘promised in the demonatration, and having in their
csmmittee rooms conferred with the parties who in-
tend to offer opposition to the speaking at the
O'Connell statue, and having found that they had
no reasonable grounds for their opposition to the
moeting, we hereby declare we bulieve the honour
of Irish Nationalists innowisc compromised in the
support of the demonstration, and in the most em-
phaiic terma we repudiate the conduct of those
partics who wuuld lower the flag of nationality by
disturbing the meeting and bringing disgrace on
the city of Limarick,”

They did still more than this. They drew up an
address expressive of their feelings, and hastened
to the rallwav platform to present it to Mr., Butt
immedintely on his arrival iu the city. In this re-
markable document, after having complimented Mr.,
Butt on bis endeavours to obtain somo instalments
of Ireland's rights from the British Parliament, they
proceed to say :—

“ We would not have troubled you with this ad-
“dreas but it has come to our knowledge that a small
section, we kyow not from what cause, have put
themselves forward as the Nationalists of Limerick,
and have Issued a placard signifying their intention
of preventing you, by every means in their power,
uddtessing your constituents, who have declared
their intention of paying you a well deserved com-
pliment upon the questions which have so much
agitated the country for the past few months, We
have no hesitation in declaring to you, sir, that we
do not altogether agree in the following up a
parliamentary agitation, as past experience bas
taught us fo expect but very lictle concession from
‘the English government, Yet we cannot, as Na-
tionalists, debar our fellow-citizens from seeking, if
they wish it,to obtain concession in n constitu.
tiona! manner, And why? Because, while we
aro seeking for liberty in our own way, we believe
we would not be true or faithful to our country.if
we attempted by fraud or force to stifle the honest
opinicns of our fellow-citizens. We feel we would
not be doing justice to the nationality of Ireland if
with one band we dewanded freedom and with the
other attempted to crush the national aspirations
of our fellow-countrymen., We seek for complete
freedom, and jo dolng so we have no inclination
to pander to the arrogance of an individual. - We
cannot allow freedom of opinion to be trampled on,
What we ask for oursslves we cannot denyto them,
and we pledge onr faith to you on this day that
whoever interferes with the free expression of your
ssntiments will have our unanimous and determin-

‘ed opposition.”

The extreme Nationalists of Ireland have every
right to be grateful to all conceroed in preparing
and voting the foregoing address and resolution,
‘Those documaents will be regarded by the public as
going véry far towards proving that although there
may be amangst the extreme Nationrlisis men
who entertain very wild and ‘mischievous notions,
yet the majority of the party are a more reasonable
clags of persons, whose miods are better informed,
dnd who have truer idess of public rights and
national liberty. Itis plain that in the pretens-
Jons set up by the party of disorder at Limerick
_8ra contalned the very principles of intolerance, of
tyranny, and of anarchy. If one set.of men may
come forth armed with sticks and stones or other
‘weapons to suppress & public demonstration which’
;hag not their approval, why may not twenty, fifty,
‘or s hundred little factions deny to.other, partics
,the right of s public rgeting, and proceed to at-

“tack them if they attemipt to excise it?” And why

o e i |
idmunnery:: at Nun:Monktoh, |, nenibers : Fiienn
O ey e "in the name of this whole:party emp:

the reign of William the Conqueror, St. Jolin's, and |,

ant bring out their soldidrs and police 10 disparas

that there could bc no peacs or order under siich,
condltions, and conséquently. no werse thingconld.
happen‘uny- party, teliglons or ‘political; in Ireland,
thiap to hiaye ' it believed:of. thém thaf they would.
seek to suppress by forcible medns the free'expregs- -
fon of - the. opinions of otlier men Therefore we |
say.it.is'argood thing, for t.hbe-;e_grego Nationalists-

of JIfé st the_intolerable, prétensions get-up.
‘and” the disgracefal lip.of -condsictidopled:by a.
few menitiers of theirparty iniLilnerick; have béen

1patically repudi-.
ated and~condemned. .In-fact:the-refusal .of the

‘majorjty-of the extreme Nationalists of-Limerick:
to_ally themselves Jjth :fhe\distuibers, ’and: the:
‘adoption by .them of“the" address and résolution-
above referred to, tarn an incident which otherwise-
woiild have-been calamitous for the; whole ‘party

into an occasion of positive’ benefit to them. The

good impression created by those'documents will

.Iast long and be sensibly. felt in many-ways,.direct-.
ly and indirectly, if it be not marred by injudicious

langusge on the platform or in the press. - If; in

the . name. of the-extreme -Nationsliets, -political

rowdyism be defended, and the principle of cudgal-

fule be written up, and the glory of & street shindy.
‘expatiated upon as if it werea brilliant féat of arms,

then Ircland will get some shame from such dis-

gusting nonsense, but the greater weight of it will

fall on the party in whose interest, profesaedly,

snch ‘pestilential stuff is put before the world.—
Dublin Nation.

PATRIOTS AND PATRIOTS.

Dr. Johason iu one of those savage moods, in-
tended to exhibit his Toryism, not his scholarship
defines patriotism, as “the last refuge of the
scoundrel,” anil there can be no doubt that tnere
nave been in every age and country  patriots” to
whose patriotism the groff doctor’s sarcasm would
fitly apply. In Ireland we have been particularly
cursed in that way. The Corydons, the Nagles,
the Goulahs were all furious patriots before becom-
ing informers, but they werc scoundrels before
cither, But commoner than these 16 the scoundrel
of the genteel sort, who took refuge in patriotism
dnd nationality, and found it too, a profitable
speculation. We might very easily point to num-
erous examples of more exalted personages, whose
patriotism (of the most fervid kind whilst it lasted)
came down at once to zero upon accession to the
beoch or some other lucrative and ¥ respectable”
position in the pay of the  Saxon and the stranger,”
under the *tyrannical and intolerant” Taries, or
“ the base, bloody, and brutal Whigs,” as they had
been used to desigpate their masters. But those
Iatter, thongh perhaps the vilest are by no means
the most mischievous varjeties of the class we are
dealiog with. There is another kind of patriot,
who though nationsl und sincerely attached to his
country in a kind of way, and willing to serve it
after a fashion, is, and always has been neverthe.
less his country’s greatest enemy—worse than her
open foes, worse even than the secret informer.
This patriot, though professing unbounded love for
his country, and a willingness to sacrifice every-
thing for it, will not in r:ality sacrifice for it his
pettiest vanity or his smallest crotchet. He dnes
not believe in, and will not (if he can) toleratu
any patriotisa in another which does not recognise
the paramount importance of his peculiar notions,
and entirely square with his particular formula
He never pauses to consider how far the rest of his
countrymen agree or disagres with it, or what are
the wishes of the majority of them. It muybea
question of pumbers, organisation, or resources.
He ncver compured, and does not know the com-
parative streugth in those respects of those who
share his views and thase who are opposed to them.
He is utterly nverse to considering, and mostly
incapable of estimating the adequacy of the means
on his side, or the magnitude of the diffculties
which lie in his way. He is the ¢ missioned” savi-
our or liberator of bis nation according to his own
idea, and if it is not to be saved or liberated upon
his plap, and in the strictest comformity with his
notions, he would rather a thousand times that it
be not saved or liberated at all, and would fight
against his compatriots who presumed to be pat-
riotic upon nuy other plan than his, with a bravery
which he never dared to exhibit before the com-
mon enemy, and if he cannot rule the counsels of
his friends he will do his best to ruin them, His
patriotism is wostly of the braggart kind, and
breathes Llood, and fire, and thunder, He is al-
ways putting himself in evidence, as the French say,
and ncver misses an opportunity of making a
speech or a distmbance in order to show his im-
portance—he is leadering or intriguing. The pat-
riots of this class bave been the curse of patriotic
and national movements in every country and at
all times. We need not po to ancient history for
examples of this type. They abound in more re-
cent times, in fact up to cur own day. In the great
war of American independence they gave Washing-
ton more trouble than the whole British army.
Two of the class were then particularly conspicu-
ous—Arnold, whom jealousy and pique induced to
betray the very troops which he had more than
once led to victory, and the binstering brute, Burr,
whose desire for leadering, murderously deprived
the young Bepublic of her greatcst statesman,
Alezander Hamilton. The late French war also
furuishes abuadant examples of this sort df patriot.
But we need not go abroad for iliustrations. We
have had plenty of them upon our own soil. They
have cropped up at every criaia of our history, and
have been the principal cause of that disunion by
which the noblest efforts of our country have-been
marred and thwarted. The various leaders fighting
for precedence Lefore the walls of Kinsale, and
thus letting slip the enemy who was in their grasp,
the feud between Sarsfield and Tyrconnel, the de-
nunciation of Owen Roe by the parliament of Kil-
kenuy are only a few of the insiances which will at
once recur to the mind at 8]) familiar with the sad
lessous of Irish history. We need mnot refer to
recent cases, but every now and then we are re-
minded by the action of some of our patriotic
friends that this kicd of patriotism is capable of
doing mischief yet. Bui we turn from it to a
brighter prospect. There is another type of pat-
riot snd well for the world there is. He is the
man who loves his country more than he does his
own interests, his own vanity, or is own ambition.
To such the world is indehted for whatever is
greatest in it—whatever encourages virtue bright-
tns history and redeems humanity. He is ready to
watch and wait a5 he would be to do and dare;

 either commanding or in the ranks; acting or en-

during, in whatever capacity she may call upon
him he is willlng to serve his country. He is
Jjealous of her honour, careful of ber fame, and
watchful over her interests. ®e is proud of her
as a son of his mother, and regards all her children
as his brethren -in a common nationality. If our
history saddens us with examples of the vain
egotistic relf-secking patriot and sham nationalist
it furnishes the antidote by giving us the noblest
examples of this, the patriot in the highest and
purest sense, and whenever we feel dispirited at the
nntics of the former we have only to turn to the
latter, and from the names of a Tone, an Emmet,
or a Fitzgerald, of & Grattan or a Curran.we can’
derive comfort, and rencwed hope that their coun-
try will become:all :they strove for yet,— United

Iriskman. . . . A

A drummer i6 the fasteést man in.the ‘\zvo'fld, be-
:gmso time beats all men, and the drummer beats
ime, . en, And tue drumaoer

" Some pedple say that 3ddri;-hﬁired'fﬁ6ﬁ3ﬁ,ﬁiify

at-the point of the bayonet any assenblages that:| '
are - distasteful to-them 7 ‘Everyone “understands |-

-cognized ability'e

. as the earth's mass.

108
: “-extraordinary- coincidence, to use/ no;
strongerphrass;that st the.preden. time DriiCum:.
ming 1s:by-no-means alone in predictig that ‘the!
‘terrible cosmical convulsion by which our edrth
‘and its inhabitantsghall, pass)away, will surély,
‘overtake us abont SeptemberSgf the*turrént, yéar:,
There hn‘i‘rﬁ.’i\b:alﬁg scares of thig} kind in'the 'past;)
Dut they wer® livariably,confined to o proghet
‘and his digcipléd, Théipregen .L:_emlys‘tfﬂg%:gmc -
ing.doom are5t onlymembéra of widely ffotgnt.
‘schools of speculaﬁyf philosophy, bul their well-rez |

antl fus-thefr,_oi_ p‘%ﬁ!‘o‘ﬂ“ﬁto‘*gre&ta};';
spegt;evon when'ekpressed individumlly, How.much
‘so;"then, when tHey holts in declaring 'a singfe un-
fnfgtakable convidtion I~ ) ';/' .
;During the pa&t decade our idea of the uniyerse
has'undergone a complete change—~a radical-meta-
morphosis—though but few persons appear to re-
cognize this fact. The notionshitherto entertained
by astronomers respecting thestars and the heavens
have disappeared: “Take the  congtellation -called
the Great-Bear or ¢ The’ Waggon” ag an illustration.
Everyone has regarded that as the enduring symbel
of pre-established harmony—of the unalterable dar-
ation of the firmament. For several centuries the
mariner has watched the two last stars in that con-
stellation—those that form the rear of the imagi-
nary “ waggon,” and termed “the pointers"—as
pointing infallibly within a few points of the pole
slar.

The polar star and * the pointers” are the em-
blems of stabllity to the mind of every sailor that
plougbs the ocean, Yet that ancient coustellation
is passing away, andits form will be completely
changed. Each star in the Great Bear hasa motion
of its own., Formerly, as the eminent French as-
tronomer, M. Camile Flammarion, recently. de-
monstrated in ¢ Revue Scientifigue,” % the constella-
tion had the form of a cross ; it is now the form of
a waggon, and is gradually changing into an eliipse
when it will be of no service to the sailor.” Nay,
the pole star itself, as well as the stars in the Great
Bear, are drifting away from us and from each other
at & velocity of thirty miles per second. It takes
a canoon ball about five seconds to gn one mile.
The stars of thia constellation are, therefore, drift-
ing sideways from the pole starand each other 150
times as fast a8 & cannon bnll, At this rate how
much longer will our present ¥ pointers” aod pole
star be reliable for navigators?

But it is not necessary to examine distant con-
stellations in order to seek evidences of disruption.
It has been customary to treat the planets as mem-
bers of one family, and astronomers have expatiated
enchusinsticully on the remarkable fuot that the
planets all moved in néarly one plane, correspond-
ing with the centre of the sun’s body, and that the
motion of the sun on its axis those of the planets
round their axis (the sun), and the sun and the eatel-
lites round their primaries were in one dircction—
from wost to east. Some of the other rclations of
these bodies were also garrulously presented—as,
for instance, that the primary planets show an in-
crease of bulk and diminution of density from the
ooe nearest the sun to the most distant. These
facts were adduced to prove the nebular hypothesis
and to form a theory of the manner in which nuc-
lei—planets—were formed. “Supposing, from a
peculiarity of nebular comporition,” writes an emi-
oent living scientist, “ nuclei are formed, we know,
by virtue of the law of gravitation, how the ueigh-
bouring matter would aggregate to these nuclei.
1t isn well known law of physics tbat fluid matter
establishes & rotatory motion when, it colleets to &
centre—an, for examples, whirpools, whirlwinds,
and water sinking through a funnel. ~ We know by
mechanics that in this revolving fire mist (nebulz)
two forces, centrifugal and centripetal, would actin
forming the planets, and in severing thein-from the
shrinking maes” It was all as plain as a
pikestaff.  After the planets were formed, one
school of astronomers procesded to people them;
while Prof, Whewell, of Cambridge, and others
resolutely restricted life to our globe. But the
“ more-worlds-than-one” disciples bad the best of
it for yeara; and they gave glowing descrip-
tion of the delightful climate of Saturn, and
the glorious skies his inhabitants would enjoy in
consequence of his Jopg summer and the gorgeous
illumination produced by his belt and his cight re-
volving moons. His solid earth, it was true, was
not so dense as our earth’'s—bardly as denseas water
io fact; but then might not his inbabitants be a
superior race to what wehad any conception of—
beings not touched with any feeling of the infirmi-
tes of mortalmen? Then there was Jupiter, the
magnificent, whose mass exceeds all the other plan-
ets, including Saturn, two and a half times! What
a sublime race of belngs-—probably archangels—
must inhabit his prodigicus orb! With the bold
dash of genius,in short, theso scientists declared
that man’s world was not solitary in the wilderness
of the solar system, but thatit had companions and
brethren whirling in the sunshine and capable of
affording all the condition® which life of the high-
est kind needs for its development. The late Sir
David Brewster and the present Astronomer Royal
of Englaud were the leading exponents of these
views, which wero shared by a large majority of
scientists and divines, And, indeed, the .iden was
inaccord with common sense and the analogy of
nature, as far as maokind have an opportunity of
interpreting nature. : It was, therefore, &, terrible
revelation to Professor Airy, when examining Saturn
one night with the magnificent equaterial telescope
at Greenwich Observatory, he discovered that the
planet had suddenly changed shape, Normally
presenting the form of an ellipse, he beheld with
awe that the two zones of the planet corresponding
with the north and south temperate zones of our
earth were mysteriously flattened, cominunicatiog
what he termed a “sguare-shouldered aspect” to the
hitherto beautiful orb. In plain terms, the planet
looked like a rectangle with rounded corners. The
astronomer was convinced that his eyesight waa
impaired. He tried another combination of lenses,
and a different eyepiece; but the result was the
same. There was Saturnand his bels. out of all
shape. An agelstant wag summoned. He, too, saw
the extraordinary change. What could it irdicate,?
The professor began to consider. There. was the
mighty mass of Saturn, exceeding that of the earth
ninety-fold, That stupendous mass was endued
with gravitating energy precisely in the same way
There must be from the sur.
face towards the centre n continually incressing
pressuro. © This pressure is calculable, It must
enormously exceed the internal pressure existing
within the earth's interior. Steel, in fact, would
be as yielding as water under auch a pressure, Such
a phenomenal sinking and:cnange of shape as
this must have involved samazing and .most
stupendous . throes — throes whose force and
magnitude paralyse the imagination and prostrate
the mind with the vertigo of the infinite ! .

The cataclysm would certainly involve tho utter
destruction of life—so far as we understand the
‘term life. The astronomer felt that doom had over-
taken the favoured inhabitants of Saturn with their
glorious summer and effulgent skics,, Henceforth.
he revealed in his orbit round the sun the silent
graveyard «f an unknown race, It was. from this
remarkable . planetary catastraphe, combined. .with
.certain prophecies of Daniel, Zachariah, . and .the-
Apocalypse, that led Dr, Cumming, some.years since
to believe that the ' Great Tribulation”..was, close
at hand. In.this, however, he: was . migtaken;. for |-
it was not then even dreamed that planets, like hu-

mee beings, vegetables, and nations, have a;-period |

I

Mmoy not the British Governiient take up;the game,

sooncat, We differ: it is the light-headed ones;

Mgy plﬁt;:hkh gigantic
‘| dufing, which his oceans were gradually d
? ithqintgn“ég‘u it contracted, no%rby _largy ‘:cr,:;n

aly;|0r Berighed, like ths verdire of a\bygonaiiy

“gjar 8t that, . The pladetary
‘round him avé likewlse §ubjec

- &

tripetal—are affacted.

»

.of youthfuldevelopment, maturity,, and ,Jisgering |
.or.sudden death.. . Mars, for. example, has;passed | .tk ]
| through thege. stages before the epooh :of. man: on | dream,—New  Fork.Sung

spasm had convolsed iy,
inty
113}3;‘.12)"5‘-?5’!!?\'5 resembling, if nogiﬂ_éiitigil to ::;; !
Hiry sttyaotign's Two .of th HEmiTy. 0. ta” sel
wérd theretore'dead—clothed in Everlasting siley
zcand‘theJormer inliabitants hdd §oné'to fudgme
= “ The sun himgelf is but astar i thems S
fand'ag unhealthy, chnggeah_l'?“,orséﬁfajr:ﬂlZc:sled
wily, that! revolye
§ubjectito shdden’ infgy,
,a‘ﬁx,puom or morbid and faty)

maladies—convulgive
sbly;burned. o a ciner..

Spsems. Mercuryls

*ot, more probably; resenibles a; red- Lok iran. Yall.up.
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and Saturnare dead”.. Thus reasoneds few monty,
sincd-the~German astroniomer, Herr Schroter of
Lilienthal, whgn'an~ extraordinary experience 'w.,
'_youchsqfe_ci’.‘_t_q Ahim.” Hebebeld, in fact, the deat)
of the majestic planet of the solar systemethe grang
and transcendant Jupiter! He reports the awfy)
catastrophe as follows ;—

. ¥ The evening being extremely fine I wag Watel
ing the second satellite of Jupiter as it gracefy),
approached the transit of Jupiter’s dise, It nppe“,
ed in contact at half past ten o'clock, and for Som-
minutes remained on the edge of the disc, preaemf
ingan appearance not unlike that of the luna
mountains coming Into view during the mogy,
first quarter, -until it finally dieappesred on fh,
body of the planet. After an interval of exagi]
twelve minutes I again turned toJ upiter, when, ¢,
my utter astonishment, I perceived the same s:'uel.
lite outside the disc, Xt remained visible for pre.
cisely four minutes, and then suddenly vanisheq
No possible explanation of this most extrordipary
phenomenon can be conceived. Of course, even {,
suppose that a clond layer rosc or fell in 4 fe
minutes several thousand miles—about 8,000 mile
—is as inadmissable as to suppose the solid cryg
of a globe to undergo so vast a change of level!
The phenomenon will probably for ever remain &0
impenetrable mystery ; but there remains pgt &
atom of doubt that such a gigantic throe involved
the instantaneous destruction of everything resen,
bling life on the planet, Death, in fact, overtook
Jupiter, as it had overtaken his three brothers, ang
as it may in a few months gvertake our earth or any
reader of these words.

Saturn and Jupiter seemed to have been euddenly
convulsed by & gigantic spasm of gravitition, ve
much as the individual is suddenly striken desd
with apoplexy. There are good gronnds for beliey.
ing that our globe as well as the kindred planets
Venus, Uranus and Neptune, may nimnllaneausl;
perish in what will be the crowning convulsion of
our system. Father Secchi, the eminent nstronomer
of Rome, the highest living authority on the sy
has recently discovered that the grand source of a]]
terrestial activity, vigour and vital power—the sup
himself—is at present subject to some extraordina
influences, which produce continual changesin kig
form as well as hissize. His diameter is less thay
usual, his colored gierras arc deeper, while his red
prominences are larger than usual. These pertur.
bations, the learned father declaves, indicate a dis.
turbance of extrnordinary character and vehemence
in the solar-cloud envelope, probably occacioned
by shrinkage in the sun’s mass. For it must notbe
forgotten, while examining the probabilities of the
impending convulsion and extinction of life from
our earth and thesolar system, that this fact ofthe
sun’s shrinkage has been tolerably well known to
astronomers for nearly a decado. Of course the
sun cannot continve to give off the vast amount of
heat that he docs without expending materials, Yoo
cannot heat every room in the new post oftice with.
out & large daily expenditure of fuel. The sun
emits every minute as much heat as would melt a
a ghell of ice 40 feet thick all over the sun's sur
face, Thero has been and still is a great deal of
conjecture about the origin of this heat. Some
have attributed it to chemical combinations ; but if
the sun were of solid coa! it would have been com.
pletely burned out duing the perlod of seriptural
chronology—say 5,000 years. The view that some
astronomers entertain is that the heat is maintained
partly by an index of meteors—wrecks of exploded
planetd—and partly by a contraction of his volume,
This contraction is varivusly estimated at from 300
to 1,000 feet in diameter per anoum ; but while the
contraction is well establisbed, the amount of itis
almost total conjecturs,

Father Secchi, in this alarming solar disturbance,
traces a striking comparison between the fateor
the planet Saturn nnd that likely before long to be-
fall the sun. In Saturm and his system we sees
minature of the solar system. In each system there
are eight orbs circling around the centnl
body; and each aystem exhibits close by the cen-
tral orb a multitude of discrete bodies—the zodis
cal light in the solar system and the scheme of
rings in the Saturnian system-—subserving and ur-
explained purpose.

There is still another momentous coneideration.
The various planets probably act upon the sunevn

asthe ‘sun acts upon them. Let us look for au

apalozical system of ection and rexction. Ungues

tionably the moon exerts an influence on the occur

renceof earthquakes and volcanoes in our planet,
not, be it understood, by her own attraction direct-
Iy, but by affecting the balance between terrestrial
forces. We obeerve the direct action of the meom
in the tides; but in the indirect action of which
we speak, the primary forces—centrifugal and cen-
Similarly, as the emioert
French savant, M. Flammarion, has remarked, “ the
planets indirectly affect the sun's condition, andtke
recent gigantic thrues'in the two prime planets,
Saturn and Jupiter, probably exerted a powerful

and disastrous _igﬂuence on the central orb of jour

syatem.”

As oxhibiling the terrible cxperlence, through
which our globe has already pasced, the distinguish-
ed philosopher just quoted remarks: ' Therc are

grounds for believing that theemoon will unite it-

self with our earth, The results of the collision
are manifest, The whole mass of:the moon and
the cold crust ofthe earth would ‘be raised some
thousands of degrees, and the surface of our 8191”
be converted intoa fiery ccean. Such a collision
is by no menug improbable, however, for it is almat
certain that such processes of: combination betweed
different parts of our globe. may ‘have: repeated!y
happened tbefore . the earth attained its preeot
maguitude, arnd the luxurlant vegetation whith
now exists, as deposits of coal, may have at diffec
ent times been buried under the fiery debris result:
ing fiom the conflict of those masses,” Somethilg
in the rame style on a smalier scale.is continually
happening in our day. Thousands of meteors &r
daily falling upon our globe mostly .in the form ¢f
ashes—consequent upon the fierce conflagration o
those bodies while being' projected with inconcel¥
able rapidity through cur atmosphere, and it strlkes
the ground like the Iowa meteor of February 1%
1875—a series of -metallic fragments, weighiog it
all over 5,000 pounds, =~ °

Let the imagination thatlis not appalled by thert
Immensities strive’ to conceive' of tham. Yeb.
science is ag certain concerning these distances®
in predicting that there. will; be a-total eclipse of
the sun on the 17th of September next, visible®?
the North and Western‘Pacific Ocean and Austrlliai
When  astronomers,  therefore, .enter, the field-0
prophecy, their presagements. deserve. attenticl:
But when theologians, skilled in scriptoral exegeef
and believers in spiritualism - who are incapable?
charlatanry, unite “with the mathematicyl astroo®
mer-jn..predi £
thing isat hat
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