
12 THE COMMANDMENTS 0F GOD.

te open the hearts of ail who xuay hear tùe word, te attend to the teach-
ing, and to bless the word througrhout tbe earth, such acknowledge-
meut of dependenco on God, with attention therato by the Church-
the wbole counsel of God is broughit te view. In many churches as-
saniing great respect for the Bible, inany portions of it neyer corne
before the churcli, prcacbing ha'ving assumed the chief place in the
professing world, whichi is intendcd for the unconverted.

The ordinances and cxhortatians as te duties and obedience are for
the members of the church. Tie Apostolic order is subverted, sethat
the ail thzngs enjoined to be attended te, in order te secure the Lord
being'with the cliurch, are now disregardcd, and the commiands of men
in sorne titngs take the. place of the. order establishetl at Pentecoat.
The mode of adnxitting members to the churches, is accordig te an
order established by cadli community-the ehuldren of the niembers
are generally rcgarded as disciples wîtbout any roference te conver-
sion. The Savîour in teaching Nicodemas, shews that ne title to heav-
en is derived from parents. (Jno. iii.) Abrahaxn'a neshly seed had no
claimt to a spiritual character. To this hour they remain among the
mnost depraved of inankind. The awful idea of regeneration being
effected by spriiikling a little 'water on a babe incapable of faith, blessed
be God, is exciting znuch attention of late, and as light is drawn from
the scriptures, this, with other érrors, will pass away.

The setting of churches in order, is now, and long has been in cen-
formity te rules and regulations of the different denominations, irito
which the profession is lamentably divided, while in few, if any, the
scriptural order as te elders, overseers, or bishops is attended or referred
te. The apostie sent Timothy te "set in order the things that wert
wauting"l in the churches, and ordain cldcrs (not o7w)* in every church,
dlistinctly setting forth the character te be appointed. The appoint-.
muant of deacons also is set forth.

1 cannot omit noticing the course pursued by that numerous Body
which bas arjscn in my day, namnely, the Methodists, that as respects
alders, pasters, or teachers, such arc net chosen by the members, but
an erder of men styled the Cenferenco take the whoe authority ant.
Alieir bauds; ana notwithstanding the zeal displayed, none othors omit
more of the institutions practiscd by the. churclies which were in Jude&,
%et in order by the .&postles. Zeal and nurnhors are ne evidence of
God's faveur. The present day furnishes nielancholy proof of this.
Iudeed the blossed Savieur teaches that the, faveur of theo vend shoulcl
mû.e us four.

The following passages show what vas zttoudod te, under the order
of the .Apostles, smre of which already referred te. lat. Bs.ptism upon
belief. Acta ii 37, 38, 39, 40, 41-43; ease cf Paul, Acta ix, 18 ; the
enuc, Acte viii, 38-1, 48; Lydia and the. Jailor, Âcts xvi, 14, 15.
2nd. I3reaking of bread le beld forth as the chief cause of meeting on

*O0-e is te, be acccptcd if nunc others have the qualifications, and othem, as
Uaeir gifts point thcm eut; but tic church is net fully set in order withqut cIder3
ani deacons.


