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sions under the care of other Boards than our own,
alwnys having & map of the country in aight of all, the
lender drawing the map herself if nfxe CAlI procure ohe 1n
no other way. Bome who are not members of the church
have given valunble assistance, sud become themselves

eutly interested in gaining and giving geoyraphical in-
ormatlon, aud others are glad to learn and tell of the
habits of the people ; while alwnys the work for Christ
that has been acoomplishoed, or that needs to be done, ia
winde the contre of interest. Young ludios nry brought
into each meeting to assist in singing, nnd somstimes n
sweot solo, a duet, or wn inspiring chorus, enhivens the
hour and 4 half that they spund togethor. New vuices are
often heard in prayer in those mootings, and all foel that
the blessings they seek for others, come nlso to them.

As to genoral conduct of meetings. another writes . -

Many thanks are due for the establishing of the Ques.
tion Box, thus giving some of us who occupy the hack
sonta at our missionary weetings an opportunity of expires.
sing our minds as we could never ‘{n by apoken word,
Our mosetings usually combine the socw] nnd devotional
clement together, with more or less ' atudy of the work.”

One good thing can be aaid of these mectings they
alwaysa %m in on the howr and cluse on the hour, our
leader ovidently thinking punctuslity to be s Christian
duty. If we have not the right to waste our own time,
we surely ought not to waste that of nthers. Anather
good thing, the exercises sre interspersed with the fre-
quont singing of one or wore verses of same atirring
hymn, sung with spirit.  This keepn everybody awnke
and interested.  The prayers, alac, are not too long, but
we ary inclined to thini& they are often too few 1n number
But 1t is doubtless very dil%cult to find any one who s
willing to lead in prayer ; truly, we cannot

The *‘study of the work ™ has, with us, been matuly
by papers prepared upon the given'mmsion  These, n
our judgment, are apt to be too long  We think they
uhnll{d not exceed ton winutes in the reading  We often
wish we could have more letters read from the muission.
aries. A fow words from the lips or the pon of a real
live missionary will interest a group of ladies more than
the finest paper that can be produced upon the " Geo
g‘mphf', nhabitants and Religion,” n? any ecountry,
though these all have their }rlnce. and an mportant ome,
wn the ** study of the work.”

You may think wo are becoming very bold, hut 1t 18
‘quite a relief to be able thus tn speak cut without having
cur voicea heard, One thing we have long wished ta
Huggont ia, that those whu’fm.g or spenk do us the favor
to git or stand where they can be seen, and that they will
spoak loud enough to be heard. We sumetimes think if
ladies would lower the tone of voice rather than raise it,
#8 1a common, and increase the force of utterance, there
wauld not be so much complaint of failure to hoar

This is the way it appeara to us on the back senta.

Another says : —

The methods pursued by the different auxiliaries of our
branch in the conduot of their.missionary meetings, range
from those which seem to he carried on entirely on the
fuith principle, taking no thought befors, but t.runt.in%
that 1t shall be given them in that hour what they shal
say, and mourning thot so few care to come—to those
whore the ladies, anxious to make the meeting interest-
ing, 80 multiply maps and machinery that one sometimea
wonders, if &ey forgot that we are told to pray to the
Lord of the harvest for tho prosperity of the work, the
gatherings seem so much more for information than for

rayor. Ibolieve the most satinfactory mectings of which
know, are those which are simply but thoroughly pian-
ned beforehand.

In one of our suxilinres the secretary, at the hegin.
ning of the year, asks as many ladies as there are meyt-
ings to by held to be responsible for one meeting, each
lngy selecting her own subject, and reporting to the
secretary. his method requires but little labor from
ench one, gives variety to the meetings, and intorests s
large number of persvns, for a lsdy often finds among
hor friends those who, though not regular attendsnts
at the meeting, will help her on the afternoun when she
hus the care of the meeting, by short pspers, readings,
sougs, or personal letters from missionary friends, 1t is
(uite surprising how many persons may be found, eyen
ma sumlrpblm, who have especial intervst in, or know-
ledge of, some miasion station.  But 1 think we are far
from the true idea of & missionary prayer-mesting when
it can be sud, aa I heard a lady recontly say, ‘* As the
ounly two ladies in the room who are willing W pray have
alrendy pruyed, we wmust close the meeting without
prayer ”

Sugyestions are made that great care should bo taken
i selecting the time and pince for the mesting.  Let the
most convenent time be fixed upou, and then, if within
the range of possibilitivs, let the time never be changed
nor the meoting be postponed. Uf the unvres.sinn goes
abroad that it will not be held if the weather is unpro-
pitious, if there are apecl attractions vlsewhere, ur any
sumlar rosaon, the feeling of uncertanty often turns the
senle, and no specul effort  made to attend. In thia
connection we may weuntion the desirability that the
meoting should begin and end promptly, as busy women
who could plan for one hour, could not risk the contingency
of occupying a whole afternoon.  The closing of a meet-
ing where thers 188 desire for more, will often increase the
anxiety to go the next tune.

A little care to have an attractive place for the meet-
my, also adda to the success of a meeting. A cozy parlor
tn A private hause tends to deaw peaple nearer together,
bringing out the tinud ones, rm({ waking tho exercises
less [{uruml What u lurger place w needed, or it ia best,
for any other reason, to meet in the church parlor, a fow
ndditions to the ordinary furniture of the place sometimes
do a great deal towards making the place attractive. A
few flowprs, somne vines or green leaves on the lamps or

aa-fixtures, a lowering plant, an appropriate photograph,
gecumtmnu more or less elaborate frum the country to be
studied, some curivsities, even a bright-colored tablecloth,
create a feeling of warmth, since they show that somebody
loves the mestings we Henough to make an offort for thom.
There nre places ** with bare floours, bare hard benches,
and bare walls, with a limited amount of fire in s black,
air-tight stove,” that would chill any gathering. —Ls/e
and Light

Solemn Questions.

You are sarnestly requested to think out the meaning
of these words of God, and theu tu put to your heart,
nud make your heart answer. the solemn questions that
follow .- -

“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to
overy creaturs,” —Mark xvi. 15.

For *the whole world lieth in wickedness.”—I John
v. 18, .

‘* Having uo hope, and without God in the werld."—
Eph. ii. 12.

** Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be saved. How, then, shall thoy call oo Him in whom
they have not believed?  And how shall they believa in
Him of whom they have not heard 7 And how ehall they



