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THE DEBATING CLUB
We are pleased to observe the growing |
interest manifested by our young men, ;
and ladies too, in the subject of publici
wdebate. To our mihd no better field
piesents itself for the cultivation of a
literary taste and storing the intellect
with useful knesvledge than that of the

ating club, It is also a splendid

nedivis throwgh which young men can
give cxpression to their thoughts on
the leading questions of the day, and
will therefore better fit them for public
iing. A great deal of talent has
een allowed to remain buried and lost
sieht of for the want of a proper chan-
nel through which our young men
icht cultivate and develop those gifts
tlhat they undoubtedly possess. Not a
few of Canada’s leading statesmen have
fiad their platform training in the schoo!
of public debate. The late Thos. Oliver,
who for a number of years represented
North Oxford in the Ontario Legislat-
ure, remarked, in the course of one of
Liis campaign speeches, that what ability
he possessed as a public speaker was
largely due to the early discipline re-
coived at the debating club. The same
auieht alse be said of many other of our
foremost men in public life to-day.
Zloreover, it creates and stimulates a
desire in young men to read and think,
and beceme thoroughly acquainted with
natienal literature and other sources of
practical information, and as a result of
study and research they are eminently
better qualified to discuss and success-
fully cope with the great and burning
questions of the day, especially those
questions that are closely related to our-
selves as Canadians. The debating club
*3 instrumental in broadening the in
telleet and otherwise equipping the
2verage young man for the duties of
puklic life, which will, sooner or later,
devolve upon him. We have no hesi-
tancy in atating that Atwood has as
good debating talent as any other place
of its size and population. One thing,
however, should be characteristic of
«debaters, and that is earnestness;
whether on the affirmative or negative
throw your mind and energy into the
subject under discussion; ksave the im-
pression that you are simcere, though
defending perhaps the unpopular side
-of the guestien, and do no argue for the
mere eake of argument. And avoid
sarcasm ard personalities, which only
serve to weaken your argument as well
as possibly destray your kold on an aud-
ienee. Last, but mot least, keep oool,
never allow your temper. o gain the
mastery over you, or.in any way appear
irritated, but strive to maintain your
intellectual equilibrium despite the
galling attacks of your opponents.
et Ly Eei gk

NEWS OF THE DAY.

York County Geuncil has decided to
abolish toll gates.

A clougd burst mear Nankin, China,
«drowmning over one persons,

Port Stanley will have & saamer re-
:sort to be called “New, Orchard Z3each.”

The St. lzawrence River is ver{, high
and the streets of La Prairie Village

are flooded.

TFour hundrefiof the Londen Asylum
patients have had the influenza. “Lhere
were no fatal cases.

Tenders will be asiked for astone and
iron bridge over the Thames at Both-
well te cest $25,000.

T'he skull tound on a farm at Ancas-
ter is not that of the Negro Harris, It
is puzzling the villagers.

7The winter.in the far Northwest of
‘Canada is said not to be severe and

game food is plentiful.

Six of West Zorra’s old pioneers have
died within the last few days. Z7'hree
were more than 90 years of age.

The:hill to authorize the bridging of
the River Detroit is. meeting plenty of
<opposition inithe U.8,Senate Commitiee,

7'he beekeepers are asking the Legis-
lature for legislation to prevent the rav-
ages among bees of a disease thai has
«developed lately and is similar to glan-
«ders in horses.

IHamilton Separate School Board are
«levising means of getting the Romifa
Catholics of the city to give notice to
the City Cierk to assess them as Sep-
sarate Schoel:supporters,

Beef, hog and dairy products were ex-
ported from the United States in 1889 to
“‘the value of $117,119,123, as against
:$87,061,137 in the year 1888, showing the
Jieavy increase of 330,057,956,

it is reported that Walter Davidson,
formerly of Hamilten, but new baggage
masterat the C.P.R. station, Orange-
ville, has fallen heir to a fortune of $18-
)00, betiueauled by a deceased brether
:at Portland, Oregon.

A depyfation of the Dominion Millers’
_Association asked the Ontario Central
-Farmers’ Institute to endorse their :p-
-plication to the Dominion Goyernmant

or an.increase of duty on flour, and the
Natter:decided to ask'thatavheat-and its
products be en the ¥ree list.

Joseph P. Elayck, the ¥ldest inha%i-
‘tant of Belleville died in his ninty-se¥-
«euth year. The deceased was aveteran;
-of 1812-14. and was for upwards -of sev-
@nty years a Freemason, being the old-
gt member of the craft in Canada. and

|

. tie oldest but one on this continent.

The U. S. Ilouse Committee on the
World’s Fair have voted $1,500,000 for
a building to make Government ex

hibits.

Ile(?kms, one of the convicts who es-
caped from the Kingston Penitentiary
on Christmas Eve, i3 under arrest at
Albany, N. Y.

Michael Walsh, a mason’s helper, liv-
ing at Strasford, went skating on Vie-
toria Lake and was drowned.

With a population of 10,000 or 11,000 |,

St. 7’homas has 3,68¢ voters, and the
Journal rejoices in this proof that 8¢
‘Thomas is a City of Men.

Mrs. Farmer, of Stratford, widow of
a brakeman recently killed while coup~
ling cars on the (. 1. R. and for whose
death the coronor,s jury held the raik
way responsible, is suing the Company
for 320,000,

At a meeting of the diractors of the
Mechanics’ Institute, held -on 7'uesday
evening, it was decided to add $100
worth of books to the already large lib-
rary. The purchase will be made im-
mediately.

A comparison of the voters lists ;for
the County of Oxford, as recently re-
vised, with the lists ot 1886, shows that
in North Oxford there is an increase of
678 voters and in South Oxfoid a de-
crease of 203. Woodstock shows anin-
crease of 481 and Ingersoll a decrease
of 47.

At the recent open court of the Anc-
ient Order of Foresters in the city of
Stratford, Supreme Secretary Williams
refered to the progress of the order in
this country, which was almost un-
known in Canada until 1871, In 1881 it
had only 1,600 members here. These
had increased to 6,000 in 1884, and to 10,
(600 at the present time. "Ten courts
hawe been estabished since the last meet-

ing of the high Court.

Z'he Annual meeting of the North
Perth Conservative Association will be
held -at Milverton, on Thursday’ 20th
inst., at 1.30 o’clock p. m. In addition
to the election of oflicers, business of
considerable importance is likely to be
brought up, it is therefore desirable that
there should be a good attendance.
The local Associations should arrange to
hold meetings previous to the 20th and
select delegates to attend the riding con-
vention. :

(On"7'uesday, Feb. 4th, the chattels of
F rancis Brooks, Hibbert, were disposed
of by public auction, when good prices
were obtained. Three ewes brought
£30.25; one mare,£170; two calves, $31.50;
four yearling heifers, $131: three grade
cows $43.50, $50 and $56 respectively.
1'he proceeds reached nearly #1,100, be-
ing considrably ever the estimate. W.
R. Davis was auctioneer. Mr. Brooks
is retiring from farming, and intends
starting a general store at Munroe,
Fullarton.

At the recent sessions of the South
Perth Farmers’ Institute some discus-
sion took place on the grain tester now
in use by buyers on the different mark-
ets thraughout Ontario. A largenum-
ber esgpressed in very strong language
the general dissatisfaction of testing
grain by a “tea eup” (as the tester was
termed by one speaker) was giving. All
seemed satisfied that thie proper method
of disposing of grain was by weight.
T'he best way, they thought, to remove
the doubts and fears that prevail at pres-
ent would be for the Government tode-
termine by Actof Parliament, surround-
ed by proper safegnards both as to the
seller and purchaser, that the measure
by which the weight of grain be deter-
mined shall net be less than ene half

bushel, and a resolation to this effect

was passed.

A delegation from Ottawa 7'ypo-
graphical %nion has had an interview
with the secretary of state just late-
ly in reference to the demands of
the printers at the Government bureau
for an increase of pay. The question
was very thoroughly discussed, when
Mr. Chapleau stated he would give
them a final answer before the union
met that evening, When the meeting
convened the president had the reply
of Mr Chapleau before him, It stated
that, in the interest of peace and har-
mony, he would compromise with the
urion by offering the compositors at
the bureau $12 per week, an increrse of
one deitar, and pay for three statutory
holidays, to be selected by the union
with the mmderstanding that no further
application or an_increase of wages
will be emtertained by the Goverment.
By a vote of 145 to 48 it was decided to
accept thns offer, conditional upon the
Government granting labor day as a
holiday, and that £he increased wages
apply to these cempositors who - work
at night.

Zhe estimates of expenditure for
Quebec province fer the fiscal year end-
ing 30th June, 1889, were breught down
in the House on Twesday of last week,
and despite all the pretentions of econ-
omy 8o long made by Mr. Mercier the
proposed appropriations for next year

amount to $4877828, an increase of

$110,625 over those of last year, The
principal items going te make up
this large outlay are:$1,176,055 for inter-
est on(%)ublic debt; $913,18s for special
expenditure; $540,000 for railways;
$206,323 for legislation; $239742 for
civil government; 515,918 for adminis-
tration of justice, police, reformatory,
prisons and industrial schools, inspec
tion of public ofiices; $101,860 for pub-
lie instructiom, literary and scientific
institutions, arts and manufactures;
$256,100 for agriculture, immigration,
repatriation, celonization; $949876 for
public works and buildings; $257,389
for charities, including lunatic asylums;
$277,350 for miscellaneous services.
What looks a little as though Mr. Mer-
cier intends to ‘bring on the general
elections ere long #s the increase b
$50000 of the sum o be spent on eol-
onization roads, while $10,000 is t® be
spent in stoning ceuntry roads and
$450,000 additional in Montreal-—§300,-
000 for a new jail:and $150,000 for new
court honse extensions. The Quebec
court house contracters are evidently
to lose nothing by fheir liberal sub-
3criptions to the Nufiomalist election
fund, for in the estimstes is an item of
5155,000 to settle the balance of. their

Jclaims against the proviace.

Atwood Carriage and Blacksmith Shop.

rs, and all kinds of
Notice. I\}J

Horseshoeing a Specialty.

Prompt ard special attention given to Horseshoeing.
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Also Agent for Hawkey's and
Begg's celebrated Road Carts. These are two of the best
carts that are made. See and be convinced.

2tf HENRY HOAR.

Carriages, Wagons, Sleighs and Cutte
Repairing done on Shortest

The 777 Store.

The 777 Store is
Headquarters in Listowel

For Dry Goods, Groceries, Clothing,
" Dress Goods, &c.

Please Call and See Us when you Come to Town.

JOHN RIGGCS.

Atwood Saw & Planing Mills.
Lumber, Lath, Muskoka Shingles, Cedar

Posts, Fence Poles and Stakes, Cheese
Boxes, aiso Long and Short Wood.

Dressed Flooring and Siding

A SPECIALTY.

WM. DUNN.

lange in Business |

J. G. Robertson has rented the

Atwood Bakery and Confectionery
Business to Charles Zeran

For One Year. Mr. C. Zeran is well known and will
doubtless do a good business in that line. - He keeps on
the present laker, A. Clarriage, who has a thorough
knowledge of the business.

BI8 CLEARING SALE
James Irwin’s.

I have stilla lot of goods that must be sold. See our
Prices for

Robes, Fur Caps, Fur
Coats, Blankets,

Mitts, Gloves, &c.

Just the Grods you want and at Prices that Can't be
Beat. Full Lines in

Staple Dry Goods, Groceries, Boots
and Shoes.

I Tailoring Department

Is S&till in Full Blast.

NMR. CURRIE is still turning out those Nobby

Suits and Overcoats that have made a reputation for him
in Atwood. e Guarantee a F'it or no sale.

A Call Solicited.

S

J. JOHNSON
PRACTICAL

Watchmaker

—AND—

JEWELLER,

Main St., Atwood.

MY SPECIALTY,

Watches!

WEDDING RINGS

AND GEM RIXNGS.

All Repairs

Warranted.

Over 20 Years Ex-

perience.

J. JOHNSON.

R. M. BALLANTYNE

~IS—

THE PLACE

Where the People can get

ST

Without any trouble as he
carries the

Largest&Best"

—STOCK—

IN TOWN !

R.M.BALLANTYNE,

ATWOOD.

JAS. IRWIN, -. ATWOOD.




