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SEVENTY-FIVE RESIDENCES AND THREE

CHURCHES AT HOULTON TAKEN BY:FIRE.

Loss of $400,000 Occasioned Saturday by Most Disastrous
Conflagration Ever Experienced in the Maine Town—As-
sistance Rendered by Nearby Places, Including Woodstock.

Houlton, Me., May 17—What proved t0 be the most disastrous conflagration in
the history of the town started at noon today and before it was finally gotten un-
der control, had destroyed the greater part of the business section, 75 residences
and three churches, etailing a loss of $400,000, only ome-third of which is cover
ed by insurance. One hundred and twentyfive families are rendered homeless, and
the loss to the town is one that will require many years of repair. )

The town fire department, which was powerless to cope with the fire, was ably
assisted by firemen from Woodstock (N. B.), Presque Isle and Caribou (Me.),
while volunteers from this and surroundihg towns 'did excellent service with
buckets and other apparatus in saving property that must have been otherwise de-
stroyed by the immense showers of sparks which were blown in all directions by
the wind. The fire started in the rear of Dyer’s market and grocery store on the
north side of upper Main street, and it was an incredibly short time before it was
sweeping through the business section of the town at a pace which led many to be-
lieve that the entire town would be wipedout of existence before it could be con-

_jve is on

trolled.
Houlton, Me., May 18—The estimate

materially changed by today’s investigations. Seventy-five residences, 23 business
places and three churches were destroyed, the devasted area being a mile in extent,
and the gross loss $400,000. The 'insurance’ will not be much over $175,000.

‘The 125 families whose homes were

townspeople, and merchants whose stocks and places of business were wiped out,
are already making preparations for replacing the bnrned wooden buildings with
structures. A mnew street will be put through from Main
t» Military street, and new residences will soon be erected on the sites of those

more substantial brick

destroyed.
The Unitarian, Free
indivudal Josers are as follows:—
Almon H. Fogg Company,
Leroy Dyer, groceries and meats;

ing house; C, F. Thorne, stove store; S. 4. Somerville,

ton & Beets, furniture; E. Woodbury &

erican Express Company;

Dilling, blacksmith; Isaac Yetton, lunch; Hotel Dewey, Thibadeau Bros., pro-
prietors; Sweeney & Gallagher, building occupied by E. B. Cornelison, barber,
John Riley, fish market, and Moses Pont, bowling adley; building of J. A.

Browne; T. Brewster, shoe shop; building on :
H. F. Collins, marble works; Wong Sing, laundry;

ness shop;
Johnson; Set of buildings and residence

Residence
and W. G. Somerville.

Residences of County Attorney Shaw, Mrs. Winslow,
ollory, E.
timson House, owned by R. A. Palmer; residences

Inman, E. Bumpus, William
Buell Smith, George Wiggins,

of I. H. Davis, C. H. Berry, J. Stairs, C.. H. Rideout,
Mrs.
Gentle & Ludwig, double tenement, Mrs.
Hiram Smith, J. A. Anderson, T. M. Brewster,
Moses Pond, Flinton, Mrs. Miller, Mrs.
William Lyong, C- E. Dunn, Isaac Yetton, building owned by J . E. Burnham.
Gentle & Ludwig say the total loss to insurance companies
them amounts to about $100,000, including
C $9,000;_1
15,000; Niagara, $6,000; Merchants’, New York, $1,500; New Hampshire, of Man
. ;83,000 i 000; Nort’h British & Mercantile, $1,000;
Insurance Company of Pennsyivania, $l,5?0; HamburgBremen, $3,500; Phoenix of

Leod, C. A. Lyons, L. E. Chandler,
Buzzell, Martha Haven, H. E. Hilton,
William . Blair, William Burtt,
James Cogan, Haley, W. W. McDonald,

of Concord, $2,800; Granite State,

chester, $3,000; Sun Insurance
The agency of W. C. Donnell

New York Underwriters Association,
man-Ametican, Caledonian,

the hose company
was rung to gather the firemen.

special train and arrived in Houlton in

an hour 1
whiich they succeeded in saving,

of the fire. They arrived home shortly before 12 o’clock

Baptist and Methodist churches were destroyed and the

hardware, stock and building; Mrs. Orr, millinery;
Sincock & Gillin, millinery; Fdirweather, board-

F. H. Anderson, painters’ stock and building; Richard

of the late Eben Woodbury; residence of the late

office, $4,

had not completed the work of figuring up-its
losses tonight, but thought they would be close to $75,000. Among the companies
represented by this agency are the Home of New York, Springfield, Continental,
Liverpool, London & Globe, Hamburg, Ger-
National of Hartford.

The agencies of George T. Holyoke and Peabody & Co. have not reported.

Woodstock, May 18—(Special)—The disastrous fire which started
afternoon at Houlton (Me.) was not quenched until 75 residemces, 15 stores and
four churches were destroyed. A number of former
dwellings, includiag D. F. Thompson, C. McKenna and J. Gray. About 3 o’clock
of this town received a message asking for help. The fire bell
Chief Tattersall, Foreman Fisher and a dozen of

sthe fire laddies, taking the steam fire engf‘ne and 1,000 feet of hose, boarded a

after their arrival they had the engine throwing
and good work was dqne

given last night of the fire losses is not

burned are being cared for by their

groceries and fruits; Kea-
Co., heavy groceries and provisions; Am-

Mansur estate; Dennis Sheehan, har-
building of L. B.
of Martin Lewlis. ;
S. T. Plummer

Delancy Mollroy, Mrs.
L. Oleveland, C. F. Thorn, H. D. Foss,
D. Me-
0. B.

Dow Carpenter,
B. T. Jones, E. B. Cornelison,

represented by
Aetna, $9,000; Hartford, $9,000; Capitol
North American, $7,000; Pennsylvania,

yesterday

Woodstockers lost their

e quick time of 35 minutes. Within half
water on the Fox block,
during the continuance
st might.

WATCH TROOPS PASS FOR
M HOUR AND A HALE

Grand Military Spectacle at the
Festivities in Madrid.

Madrid, May 19.—The entire population
of Madrid seemed to have assembled this
afternoon along the broad and leafy Paseo
Del Prado and Paseo De Recoletos, ‘the
grand boulevard of Madrid, to witness the
great military review. .

The weather was beautiful. Grand stands
had been erected at a central point on the
line of march and from these the queen
mother, members of the royal family, the
diplomats and members of the cortes wit-
nessed the march past of 14,000 soldiers.
The entire garrison of Madrid, several
regiments from the provinces and the
naval detachment took pant in the pro-
cession.

King Alfonso, in the uniform of a cap-
tedin general and mounted upon a handsome
bay charger, left the palace at 4 o’clock
in the afternoon. He”was accompanied
by General ‘Weyler, the Duke of Con-
naught (the representative of King Ed-
ward at the ceremonies attendant of the
attaining by the king of his majority), the
Grand Duke Vladimir (the Russian repre-
sentative) and other princes and a suite
of staff officers. His majesty rode to the
Paseo De Recoletos, where the troops
were drawn up. As the king passed down
the line the soldiers greeted him with
hearty cheering. He then took up a posi-
tion at the side of the grandstand where
‘his mother was seated. The march past
began at once and lasted for an hour and
a half. All the branches of the Spanish
army were included in the procession of
the grand review which concluded with
the gallop past of half a dozen regiments
of cavalry, riding 10 horses abreast.

On his way back to the palace, King
Alfonso was greeted with hearty ehouts
{rom the people of “Viva El Rey.”

The Anarcrist Plot.

The police are extremely reticent re-
garding the discovery of the anarchist
plot. Several of the papers now ask
whether the arrested men really entertain
the intentions attributed to them. It is
said the authorities on getting an inkling
of the purchase of dynamite ordered in-
quiries to be made concerning each pur-
chaser, and the existence of a comspiracy
is thus thought to have been confirmed.
Nevertheless, the Liberal today declares
that as a result of preliminary investiga-
tion, probably only Gabriel Lopez and
Francisco Suarez will be brought to trial,
although the others are still detained.
Lopez’s wife admitted that her husband
had frequent mysterious visitors recently.

Laﬁly's Costs Were Heavy.

London, May 19.—Though Henry La-
bouchere did not lose the Llibel -acfion
brought against him by Mr. Cowen, the
secretary of a club, it cost Truth’s editor
between $30,000 and $35,000. The fees of
counsel aloze amounted to $20,000. This
is nothing unusual to Mr. Labouchere.
Some years ago he was sued for libel as
a result of commenting on a London con-
vent. He won, but it cost him mnearly
$50,000. His Lambri Pacha case cost the
same amount.

To Shelter Houlton People.
Augusta, Me., May 19—Adjutant Gen.
Farnham has gone to Houlton to investi-
gate the needs of the homeless people and
has 25 tents here ready for instant ship-
ment.

CROCERS CUT
DOWN CREDIT
OF MINERS,

Action Taken by Them
Scranton; Wholesalers
Demand Cash..

SWEARING IN POLICE.

Trouble Feared Today --- It is
Thought Effort Will Be Made to
Prevent Supplies of Soft Coal
Reaching Those Who Have Been
Using Anthracite.

Scranton, Pa., May 19.—At a meeting
tonight the retail grocers association de-
cided to restrict credit” during the pen-
deacy of the strike. The wholesalers in
the afternoon decided to demtand cash
payments from the retailers.

The companies today began swearing in
coal and iron police. The commissions
of 67 were recorded this morning in the
eonrt,

An attempt will be made tomorrow by
the strikers to induce the men at the
Grassy Island washery of the Delaware
& Hudsoa Company to quit work. Trouble
is feared and the company will have a
large force of police on hand. i

Wilkesbarre, Pa., May 19.—President
John Mitchell, of the United Mine Work-
ers of America, arrived here shortly after
9 o’clock tonight and established a strike
headquanters at the Hotell Hart. He said
tonight that he had mo news to give out.
He added, however, that as far as the
miners’ side of the comtroversy was con-
cerned, the situation had not changed in
the least.

Mr., Mitchell’s atteation was called by
an Associated Press representative to the
fact that the city of Philadelphia ‘had
contracted for a supply of bituminous
coal to take the place of the anthracite
which had been cut off by the railroad
dompanies furnishing it. In reply to &
question as to whether the mine workers
would attempt to prevent the shipment of
soft coal.to places where hard coal is
used he said:—

“Comsidering the proposition in a gen-
eral way, I will say that we do mot desire
to make any city a wictim or have any
person suffer -bécause of our quarrel with
the coal companies.”

He said that it was a matter which
would have to be settled by the three
executive boards of the amthracite fields.
They will meet here on Wednesday.

Judging by the actions of the union dur-
ing the last strike, when efforts were made
to stop the shipment of soft coal into
anthracite territory, it is oot unlikely that
the miners may take simildar action.

GAYNOR AND GREENE
BACK 70 QUEBEL,

Kidnapped Prisoners Delivered to
Ancient City’s High Constable.

Montreal, May 19—(Special)—Col, Gay-
nor and, Captain Greene, wanted by the
United States government, charged with
embezzlement, and’ who were kidnapped
at Quebec last week by Montreal detec-
tives, were taken back tonight on a writ
of habeas corpus. The Quebec lawyers
today succeeded in_having their clients
who have been kept in the Windsor hotel
in charge of detectives, placed in the cus-
tody of the jailer of Montreal, for whom
they had obtained a writ ordering him to
deliver the prisoners. Tonight the colonel

| and captain were surrendered to the high

constable of Quebec, who carried his
charges in a special train provided by
the wealthy prisoners. The fight between
Montreal and Quebec for possession has
aroused a sensation and the anxiety of
the United States fugitives to get back
to Quebec is attributed to their belief that
they are less liable to extradition there.

CHINESE:REVOLT.

Russian Reports Make It Very Serious—-
Pekin Says It Has Bsen Quelled.

St. Petersburg, May 19.—A telegram
from Khabarovsk, East Siberia, dated
May 18, says the revolt in the southern
part of the Chinese province of Chi Li
has become considerably more serious dur-
ing the last few days and the greater, part
of the population is involved. The insur-
gents are now estimated to number 30,000
men, under the leadership of Tsin Nin
Pin, the military mamdarin, who killed
his wives and daughters before raising the
flag of revolution.

It is reported at Khabarovsk that the
Chinese regular troops refused to fire on
the insurgents.

Pekin, May 19.—The reports from the
disturbed district of the province of Chi
Li are conflicting. The foreign office to-
day notified the ministers that the upris-
ing had been quelled and that its leader
and most of his lieutenants were captured.
Foreigners at Pao Ting Fu, however, as-
sert thaty the leader escaped and that the
country is still greatly excited.

The body and head of the pniest re-
cently murdered have been| recovered and
given to the mission| for burial.

CANADIANS ON SICK LIST.

e

One Halifax Man Among the Il in Sedth
Africa—Ontario Trooper Dead.

ey

Ottawa, May 19—(Special)—A cable to
Lord Minto from the casualty department
at'Cape Town announces that E. C. Reds-
well, of Medicine Hat, with the C. M. R,
is dangerously ill at Pietermaritzburg; H.
W. Dyment, of Halifax, is damgerously
ill at Kimberley and C. McVickars and
E. Keddy, of London, at Johannesburg.
Robt. Deas, of Montreal, is also ill. These
all belong to the second C. M. R. with
Coloncl Evans.

Another cable announces that Trooper
C. Reynolds, S. A. C., has died from en-
teric at Pochefstroom. Reynolds’ mother
is Mrs. Reynolds, of Udaey (Ont.)

| TERRIBLE DISASTER COMES UPON COAL

CREEK MINE WORKERS BY EXPLOSION,

Only One Who Went 'Down to Labor is Alive, and He Was
Blown Out of the Mine Entrance—Awful Sight Met View of

Rescue Party.

’

Coal Creek, Tenn., May 19—The worst
disaster in the history of Tennessee min-
ing, occurred at 7.30 o’clock this morning
when between 175 and 225 men and boys
met instant death at the Fraterville coal
mine, two miles west of this town - as a
result of a gas explosion.

Out of the large number who went to
work this morning, developments at 10
o’clock tonight show that only one is alive
?nd he is so badly injured that he cannot
ive.

This man was William Morgan, an aged
Englishman, who was a road man in the
mine, and was blown out of the entrance
by the force of the explosion. One hun-
dred and seventy-five miners were check-
ed in for work this morning by the mine
boss. In addition to these were boys who
acted as helpers and drivers, road men
and others to the number of about 50.

Fraterville mine is the oldest mine in
the Coal Creek district, having been open-
ed in 1870. It is fully three miles from
the mine’s opening to the point where the
men were at work. They had not been at
work long before the terrible explosion
occurred. There was a fearful roar and
then flames shot from the entrance and
the air shafts.

Rescuers on Work,

News of the disaster spread like wild-
fire but as soon as possible, two rescuing
parties were started in, one at the main
entrance, the other through Thistle mine,
which adjoins and in which no men were
at work., The Thistle party was unable
to make any headway as the gas stifled
the workers. The Fraterville party went
fully two miles under the earth, until a
heavy fall of slate was encountered. At
this barrier men worked like demons,
hoping against hope that those beyond
might be safe.

The scenes at the mouth of the mine
while the workers were within, were be-
vond description. Business had been sus-
pended in Coal Creek and all its mines,
as soon as the news of the disaster became
known, and men, women and children
gathered around the Fraterville entrance.
Women whose husbands and sons were
within, were wild with grief. .

All day long the rescuers toiled at the
slate obstruction and not until 5 o’clock
this evening did they force an entrance
through it. Up to that hour only five
dead bodies had been recovered and hope
;va;}s stil high that many within were

e.

Came Upon a Tomb of Death.

The hopes of the living were doomed
however, for when once the rescuers could
proceed, they walked through a continu-
ous tomb of death. There was not a sign
of life. Every man had perished, they be-
lieved, although it will be tomorrow morn-
ing before all the rooms can be entered.

ight dead bodies were first recovered
and thése were sent toCoal Creek. Twenty-
six mone were soon found. They were not
disfigured beyond identification and each

corpse, as it was borne from the mouth
of the giganti¢ tomb, was surrounded by,
eager crowds of relatives of the men who
were entombed. The mine was not on fire,
except in remote portions and all bodies
perhaps may be reached before daylight.
A partial list of the victims, scarcely one-
third, is as follows: .

George Aikens, mine foreman, head
blown off; James Hightower, Robert
Smith, Robert Price, James Slover, Wil-
liam Price, Rogcoe Bradley, William Brad-
ley, Thornton . McGhee, Charles Vande-
grift, W. J. Evans, Charles Evans, Chas.
Brooks, Oscar Murray, Wm. Murtay,
Marion Wilson, Railley Wilson, Mandy,
‘Webber, Carl Discern, Samuel Discern,
James White, John White, Walter White,
Bennie Vowell, and two sons; Richard
Massengill, Scott Hudson, James Whitten
and 10-year-old son; Ed. Sorreil and 15-
year-old son; John Aikens and two sons;
James Strickland, Peter Childress, Wm.
‘Childress, John Childress, Joe Smittey,
Edward ‘- Smittey, Charles Adkins, Boyd
Adkins, ¥rank Sharp, Oscar Sharp, Rufus
‘Webb, Leon Miller, Roscoe Miller, Ben
Sharp, Albert Goodman, Cit. Hightower,
Thomas Disney.

The Fraterville mine is owned by the
Coal Creek Coal Company, of which
Major E. C. Camp is president. He was
in Cincinnati and is now burrying to the
scene of the disaster.

Coal Creek, Tenn., May 19.—It is esti<
mated that between 200 and 300 persons
were killed today by an explosion in the
Fraterville coal mines, two miles west of
town. The explosion occurred at 7.30
o’clock this morning. bl

Superintendent George Camp states that
he is positive that 160 men were in the
mine and there may have been from 250
to 300. Only five have been taken from
the mine.

William Monrgan, an aged Englishman,
who was a “road man” in the mines, was
blown out of the emtrance and he will
die. He cannot speak.

Soon after the explosion a rescue party
was organized and started in the mine
but was unable to go more than 500 yards
on account of slate having fallen in the
main path and also on account of stifiing
smoke and gas and extreme heat. Because
of the heat it is believed the mine is
burning. The victims were working at a
point three miles from the month.

It is probable that falls of earth, coal
and slate have blocked much of the tun-
nel and progress will be delayed by ex-
cavations.

Experienced miners say thatl even if the
entombed men are alive they will more
than likely die from the effects of fire
damp before they cam be rescued.

Fully 1,000 grief-stricken women and
childrea are assembled about the mouth
of the mine. Many of these arein want.

It was at first reported that an ex-
plosion had also occurred in the Thistle
mine, which adjoins Fraterville mine al-
most on the opposite side of the moun-
tain. Thistle mine, it is stated, has prac-
tically been abandoned and no men were
at work

MARE 1S NOW A
 SMALLPOX SCARE

Eleven Cases Near Halowell; Four
New Ones Saturday.

e

Halowell, Me, May 17—There is some
excitement on account of the outbreak of
smallpox on Granite Hill about three
miles_from this city. Four new cases were
discovered today making 11 in all. A strict
quarantine has been placed on a number
of buildings there. The majority of heads
of families residing on the Hill are em-
ployed at the works of the Halowell
Granite Company and that concern has
voted to shut down its plant until the
scare is over. Dr. A. G. Young, secretary
of the state board of health,announced to-
night that the disease was the genuine
article and that after an investigation and
after a consultation with the local board
it had been decided that precautionary
measures be taken. A general fumigation
occurred in a boarding house where it is
said that the person from whom the dis-
ease was contracted boarded. The local
board of health has issued orders urging
all persons to become vaccinated.

BURGLARS AT WORK
I MUSQUDOBIT,

Use Dynamite in Archibald’s Safe
Door, But Get Only a Few Dol-
lars.

TTruro, N. S., May 17—(Special)—The
quiet village of Musquodoboit was startled
py the presence of burglars last night.
preke into the store of P. G.

’

Robbers
\Archibald, blew open the safe and caused
general disturbance. They were unsuc-

cessful in locating the cash, but carried off
a few dollars left in the tills, and a quan-
tity of dry goods and clothing. They ap-
parently left in a hurry, as their tools
were found on the floor near the scene
of their operations. They used d_ynamxte
to open the safe and the e_\:plosuon rent
13 heavy rivets in the strong iron doors of
the safe. No clue was left, but a detect-
the trail of a number of sus-
picious characters ywwho were at Musquodo-

poit yesterday.

i PP

STORY OF CANADIAN'S GALLANTRY AT HART'S
RIVER OFFICIALLY TOLD BY COLONEL EVANS.

Details of the Conflict Where Canada’s Name, Earned on South African Battlefields,
Upheld—A Number Singled Out for Special Mention—Lieutenant Carruthers’

Ottawa, May 16—(Special)—Coloncl
Evans, commanding the 2nd Canaalan
Mounted Rifles in South Africa, has sent
to the general officer commanding the fol-
lowing report of the action at Klein-
hart’s River on March 31:

“The 1st and 2nd columns marched at
3 a. m., carrying two days rations and
one blanket per man. The right wing
marched with the main body and the left
under Major Cameron, acted as escort to
the baggage convoy. The object of the
march was a reconnaissance in force to
the junction of Brakspurit and Hart
River. The remainder of the division was
to foHow a few hours later and to gointo
camp within reasonable distance of the
above moint. .

“At about 10 a. m. Lieutenant Calla-
ghan and two scouts were sent to the
right to look for tracks of the enemy.
He struck their trail to the west of north
from the direction in which we were go-
ing. He sent word back that he.was on
the trail of about 50 men and two guns,
ivho could only be a few miles ahead. The
column at once changed direction and a
few. minutes later the enemy was sighted.

“I was ordered to hold the right wing
back until Major Cameron came up with
the convoy, which was brought forward
as quickly as possible, The remainder of
the column galloped forward.

The First Encounter.

“When the advarced party, composed
of about 60 men reached Lieutenant Cal-
laghan, they galloped up to get the guns.
When this party had gone about three
miles they were opened on by a stroag
Boer rearguard concealed in the bush
about a farm house and clumps of bush
to the right and left. The advanced party
at once dismounted and opened fire, be-
ing largely outnumbered. Within five
minutes this party had two men killed
and nine wounded and 15 horses killed.
The main column then came in sight and
the Boers’ rearguard retired. The Boers’
main body, when the main columpn gallop-

ed into view, showed up in great force,
the lowest estimate being 2,500 and re-
tired slowly towards the high ridges. They
apeared to be contemplating an immedi-
ate attack on the portion of the column
in view. About this time, however, the
convoy apeared-in sight and as the wag-
ons were moving across country in line
indtead of in column on the road,
appearance with the right wing C. M. R.
in advance and the left wing surrounding
it, gave the effect of a very large addi-
tional body of troops and I believe this
to some extent deceived the enemy as the
convoy was enveloped in a cloud of dust
and its exact component parts were dii-
ficult to distinguish.

British Outnumbered by 500.

“On  arrival at Boschbult farm,
our force went into camp, had the wagoas
laagered, wired together, and we com-
menced entrenching. The enemy outnum-
bered us by at least 500. A post of mount-
ed infantry, about 200 with-a colt gun,
maxim and pompom, were left at the
farm about 600 yards in our rear. Lieu-
tenant Carruthers, with the 3rd and 4th
troops ‘K’ Squadron, who formed the-rear-
guard of coavoy, instead of following the
convoy into camp, remained mear the
pest referred to as an observation post
and sent into camp for orders. The
enemy now realizing our inferior strength
prepared to attack and their two guns
and pompoms opened on the camp.

Attacked from Three Sides

From 2 p. m. uatil 5 p. m. the camp
was subjected to a tremendous rifle and
shell fire, concentrated from three sidcs,
but every attempt to approach was driven
back by the steady and well directed five
of our rifles and guns. At about 5 p. m.
the enemy withdrew. Their artillery fire,
though well directed inflicted compara-
tively little damage as few of theirs shells
exploded. Their guns were those taken
from Methuen’s column, The concentra-

its

tion of the rifle fire was very severe and
to this the casualties were chiefly due.

CARRUTHERS' STAND.
Well Worthy of the Best Traditions of Can-
ada and the Empire.
“While the camp was being attacked
Lieutenant Carruthers’ party (about 21
men of 3rd and 4th troops, ‘E’ Squadron)

had moved off to the right of the farm, |

Sergeant Hodgins with another party of
the 3rd and 4th troops, ‘E’ Squadron,
was to the right of Lieutenant Carruthers.
Still further to the right was a detached
post of about 75 mounted infantry. Sev-
eral hundred Boers swept down on tuis
post on the right, stampeding the mounted
infantry, who galloped through the line
occupied by our men. Lieutenant Car-
ruthens, assisted by Sergeant Perry, Cor-
poral Wilkinson, Lance Corporal Bond
and Private McCall, kept his men in
hand, dismounted them and formed in a
half mooa shape to face the “Boers.
Sergeant Hodgins, whose men were being
swept off in the stampede, rallied about
10 of them and Zismounted to meet the
attack. The splendid stand made by
Lieutenant Carruthers’ party without cover
of any kind and against overwhelming
odds was well worthy of the best tradi-
tions of Canada and the whole empire.
Before their ammuniition was exhausted
17 out of the 21 were either killed or
wounded. -

Personal Instances of Gallantry,

Sergeant Perry, although badly wound-
etl, fought until he was killed. Corporal
Wilkinson, shot twice through the arm and
body, continued fighting: until he was
shot through the cye. He then threw the
bolt of his rifle into the long grass to
render it useless to the enemy. Private
Evans, although mortally wounded through
the bowels, exhausted his own ammuni-
tion, secured another bandolier, used it

up and as the Boers were -making their
final rush he broke his rifle, rendering it
uscless. Private Evans died shortly after
being brought into camp. Private Minchin,
although wounded in six places, fired his
last shot when the Boers were only 25
yards off and threw his rifle bolt into

the grass.

“] have mentioned a few individual in-
cidents showing the spirit displayed by
this party but an equal invincible courage
and devotion to duty was displaye by
Lieutenant Carruthers and every man of
the party with him. The coolness and
steadiness of the whole regiment in its
first action was very remarkable.

Casualties About Nine Per Cent.

“Qur total casualties were about 9 p. e
of our strength. The main attack of the
enemy was first against the rear of the
camp. Here the banks of the Spruit gave
fair cover and as the attack quickly en-
veloped the three exposed sides, it partly
concentrated on the front which offered
no cover except the wagons. The trenches
had only been commenced and were too
shallow to afford cover. While under fire,
trip wires were put down in event of a
rush and all ranks acted with absolute
coolnes as the rifle fire from the front, it
too high would strike the rear firing line
and vice versa and the fire from the left
infiladed the whole camp. The casualties
both in men and horses were fairly num-
erous but, considering the strength of the
enemy and concentration of his fire, the
total losses in the column were very small.
As my regiment occupied several very ex-
posed points on the line, its losses were
rather heavier in proportion than those of
the other troops engaged.

Details of Canadian Casualties.

The total number of losses in the regi-
ment for the day during the engagement
were:

Killed—Eignt N. C. officers and men.

Was So Admirably
Brave Stand.

Wounded—Three officers, 39 N. C:. of-

ficers and men-
Missing—Seven N. C. officers and men.
Horses killed, destroyed and lost, 121.
Mules killed or destroyed, 22. |

Work Among the Wounded.

“Ihe work of the regimental medical
staff and detachments of the 10th Canadian
field hospital now attached deserves special
mention. Surgeon-Major Devine was act-
ing principal medical officer for the two
columns arid the ambulances were situated
toward the rear and about the centre of
the two columns. In all, 200 casualties oc-
curred in our force and the wounded were
dressed and attended to under”as severe
rifle fire and a. heavier shell fire than any
other portion of the camp was exposed to.
One patient was killed while his wound
was being dressed and several others re-
ceived flesh wounds.

“At least 20 shells fell within a radius
of 10 yards of the ambulance, and four of
the mules of the Canadian section were
killed- Had the shells exploded, the field
hospital would have been blown out of
lexister,ce- The work of Surgeon-Major
Devine, Surgeon-Major Duff and Lieuten-
ant Roberts and the excellent control and
arrangements of the field hospital work for
the two columns by Surgeon-Major Devine
was specially noticed by the officers com-
manding the column.

Canadian Medical Officers.

“Krom my personal observation I know
that without food since 2 a. m. our Cana-
dian medical officers worked continuously
from 2 p. m. until midnight after which
hour they came in one at a time to the
regimental mess for a piece of biscuit, meat
and a cup of tea and then worked on
through the rain during the whole night.

Effort to Get Word to Kitchener Falled.
“After the enemy retired the whole

force proceeded: to dig trenches, stretch
(Continued on page 6, fifth column.)

THO CAMPOBELLD OIS
“ROWAED SR

Boat Overturned by Squall as They
Were on Their Way to Work at
Lubec.

Lubee, Me.,, May 18—Two young men
of Campbello (N. B.), Arthur Porter and
Henry Williams, each aged 16 years, lost
their lives by drowning toddy while en
route to this place where they had secur-
ed employment in-a sardine factory. Por-
ter and Willlams were making the trip
from Campobello in a sail boat and were
near their destination when the accident
occurred, the boat being struck by a
squall just,off Pope’s Folly Island. The
boys attempted to lower the sail, but- the
craft was overturned and sank, carrying
them with it. The bodies had not beem
recovered up to tonight.

Lubec, Me., May 19.—The body of Ar-
thur Porter, of Campobello (N. B.) was
recovered today when the crew of the
steamer Quoddy raised the capsized sail-
boat in which he and Henry Williams
were sailing yesterday. The body of the
latter was not found.

THREE FISHERMEN
FINED $100 EACH.

On Payment, Ottawa Orders Capt.
Pratt to Release Schooners He
Caught With Dynamite Aboard.

St. Andrews, N. B., May 16—(Special)—
The department of marine and fisheries
has instructed Captain Pratt, of the Cur<
lew, to release three capturéd dynamite
fishing vessels on payment of $100 fine
each. The department desires it to be
known that in future the full penalty,
with forfeiture, will be exacted from of«
fenders against the anti-dynamite regula~
tions.

Another Ontario Smallpox Qutbreak.
Toronto, May 19—(Special)—The pro«
vincial board of health was informed to+
day of the existence of 30 or 40 suspected
cases of smallpox in Osprey township,
irey county. A new outhreak of the
disease is reported from Cayuga, Hadilmar
county, and five new cases in other partg
of the Provinees ', . .. .i.g'e. e s.d




