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"TORY METHODS EXPOSED.

g My, Blair adminstered a well deserved
Eteﬁuke toSir Charles Tupper on Monday
| avening for his attempt to creav: political
tal for his party out of the recently
: judicial = commission for in-
iqumng ‘into the alleged elcetion iraufia.
LH6.is quite evident that the intention of
{Sir' Charles was to cause the country o
" believe-sthat he had not only forced the
~ga into the ‘appointmient ‘of this
?éoﬁn}isn'on, but that he had ‘competied
| them to ‘carry out his instructions to the
;ﬂw minute particular, as to how t:hf
" commission should do its work. That it
| & part, of the Tory system, and particulatly
| of’ the system of Sir Charles Tupper, who
. clsims credit for everything that has ever
' been dbne in Canada sil\ce'oopfedﬂnk-ion,
| auid: would like people to believe that it
| would be quite impossible for the business
i of ‘the country to'be dotie properly unless
' he had a hand in it. The criticisms’ of
| 8ir’ Charles Tupper. in regard to. the it
strustions gwen to the comimnig~ion WerT«
‘*;"jfrivdons as to have been quite un-
worthy of attention i they had not come
{ from a man who' claims to be the leaderhof
| -his . As a matber of fact neither
;tx: ::xz:znnd of the commission nor the
g directions under which it is working €an
""pe  criticized successfully, : :
| §lidmseives are-among the most prominent

AT T

freest scolje
which ‘they-can carry on’ in whatever man-
" ner they‘:ﬂldn'lg most conformable to the
t interest -of  justice. We have no doubt
‘that the Tories are beginning already to

¥

~ ter, because they see in the action of the
government a source of danger to them-
‘selves. ~ What if the commissioners in-
¢ eotead of beginning with Brockville and
! West Huron should summon Mr. Birming:
ham, the Conservative orgamzcr, to tell
what he knows of the election frauds m
the Conservative party in 1882 and 18877
Mr. Brrmingham has aiready declared that
he knows enough to ruin the Conservative

. party with regard to these eleotions, and,

. no, doubt he will be willing te make 2
full disclosure in the counts of jusiicz if

k summoned to do so by any competent
- authority. , :
“THE AFRIKANOER BUND.

AL

e

y Tbe organization known as the Afrikan-
der Bund is now at odds with- Mr. Sch-
| jeiner, the premier of Cape Colony. The
' organigation was founded a good many
yedrs ago ostensibly for the purpose of
preserving, ‘to people of African birth,
control of their own affairs, but it has
. gince been developed into a treasonahble
organization with the purpose of destroy-
ing British power in South Africa. The
‘Afrikander Bund has received encourage-
ment from the president of the Transvaal
“in the way of money (o assist it in carry-
ing on elections in Cape Colony. It has
also been on confidential terms with -the
. Transvaal people and it has interposed
every obstacle poscible to the extension
of British power in South Africa. The
‘Afrikander Bund has had many sympath-
izers in England where it has worked up
a substantial feeling in favor of the two:
Soéuth African republics and’ against the
eonduct, of &&‘ﬁpt‘h .:gd\'rgggm‘_e_,x};t ‘with
regard o ¥hem. by itin: cleamthat if
the = Afrikandertdond) had its!wway, . the
British flag ywould ‘not'float ‘over'ahy’ part
" of+South Africa and that those colonies
© ywhich “have been developed to their pres-

¥

e

“should be addressed to The ,'l‘:xnph :

Diainly and take spectal pains with

for the men

S ths benoh of Canada, and they have thz.
oi>"in the conduct of this inquiry

repent Of their extreme zeal in this mat-’

cﬂlt_ strength and prosperi ty- under’iBritish
institutions would létome portions of a
South African republican confederation.
The present war has been the means of
disclosing to the whole world the true
motives of the Afrikander Bund, . S
"Mr. Schreiner, the premier of Cape Col-
ony, was a member of ‘the organization
and the majority of the members of his
government were also connected with it.
When the war broke out the conduct of
Mr. Schreiner wis decidedly open to sus:
picion, Even a few weeks before the be-
ginning of hostilities he was permitting
goods and munitions of war to be passed
over the railways of Cape Colony:for the
use of the Transvaal government. Mr.
Schreiner took an’ attitude which if not
 hostile to British power was ap-all events
by no means in favor of it. Throughout
the whole contest:*he has been regarded
as a man not to be trusted. Matters,
liowever, have come to a crisis between
him and the Bund and he has wisely
severed his connection with an orgamiza-

| tion which no longer has goéd métive be-
hind it. A good many of the inhabitants’

of Cape Colony abandoned their property
and went off to join the invaders of their.
country, the soldiers: of the Transvaal re-
public and of the Orange State. Now the
leaders of ‘the Afrikander Bund would
like to have these rebels pardoned and
suffer no disability in consequence of their
treason. * The British in:Cape

disfranchisement. -and ;.tliév. followers by
. disfranchisement - for a -term -of years.: Mz
Schreiner has brought_on-a ‘erisin’ in: his -
ish, plan and he has definitely severed his’

In this:-he has acted wicely for there :is-

1 a strong ‘desire that a *Ditchman-should

continue . premier ‘of Cape Cdlony “diiring

struction because that would be a living
proof of the fact that the: British govern=:
ment and the British - people 'desire “to
treat the Dutch as’equals gnd not as vas-
sals to be oppressed. There seems to be
no doubt that Mr. Schreiner.will be able
to form a government’ which: will eom-’
‘mand the support of a majofity ‘of the
present parliament.

THE -TRUE INWARDNESS.

“When the  ships. for conveying -the
troops to South Africa were being fitted
up, Dr. Borden had creatures watching
‘those who were doing the work, to see
that they purchased.materials from none
but supporters of the. Laurier govern-
ment, as, judging by ‘what he has said
in parliament, he has other creatures at
work seeing that nothing goes to a Con-
servative militia officer if it can be given

with the food supplied to the soldiers,
it is safe to afirm that Conservatives had
little as possible to do with it. The Bor-
den inspection never fails in that matter.”
—[Montreal Gazette. . e L

This .paragraph, couched in such dis-
passionate and polite language, and so free
from prejudice, practically explains the
motive behind much that goes on in par-
liament. It would seem that the . (Tories,
having so long enjoyed a class meonopoly
of all the patronage which the govern-
ment of the country had to dispensé,
are now filled with an unreasonable jeal-
ousy when they see anything going to: a
Liberal. In this view they are probably
supported by their friends outside of par-
ilament. ‘

1t was this jealousy \vhich;.pr‘ompted'
the. oppesition to display so much feeling
over ‘the question of the emergency food
contract,” There was not a member on
the Tory. side who knew ,anyihfng about
the food, as to whether it was good or had.
It was sufficient for them to know- that
the order had gone to‘a "Liberal, and
that a Conservative wanted it. So far
as the minister was concerned, he acted
ii;n_;-the veport of the surgeon-general that
the food had been thoroughly tested and
found' to be a ‘superior article; There is
not_a man in parliament who can, from
anything within his. knowledge,. say to.the
contrary. - The veport of the surgeon-
general stands absolutely uncontradicted.
Not a %ord of complaint has come from

gence; ‘but they conveniently overlook the
fact that the sending away of one thousand
men within the short period of three
weeks was a pretty . big. - undertaking,
There were a great many things to at-
tend to and a great many airrnngﬂngnts
to make. Looking back now upon what
was done, fair-minded. men. will be dis-
Posed to say that our militia “department,
having regard to all the difficulties to be
overcome, did very well.

DAVIN, THE QBSTRUCTIONIST. .

The obstructive taCtidi. of the opp‘oal-
tion still continue.

debate which -lasted: for five hours om &
.motion to go ifnte’ supply. - Mr. Daviu’s
gtsie\nnce; the matiter by which ""miblic
business wais thus 9b~i;~ucbéd; was one 0!
the most trivial character:-and ‘eould have
been disjosed of by a question and ans-
wer, ngit»‘\['r.' Davin desired to make hint-
welt conspicuous and having no regard for
the public interest, he wasted more than
half of whe working day of parliament.
This is a trick of which Mr. Davin has
been guilty =o {requently during the past
session that it ‘hardly excites comment.
Yet it surely is a gross abuse of the priv-
ileges of a member _of pd:liament on 2
motion of adjournment should bi able to
stop all public businesy until' he and his
friends 'have talked themselves out. \Vhile
it would be imfprdper to khimit debate in
such a way as to prevent. the fullest. dis-
cyssion of all magters . reqpir.ng—to be
ventilaicd, it i< clear that. the functions of
parliament.. may .. he totally destroyed if;
the present. system of blocking” business

il R e e R AR e 1t

by motions to ‘adjourn is ¢ontinuéd. '

Colony-
‘| maintain that these men ought to be pun-
ished—the leaders severéely by perpétual |
i hHds. ‘ ;
‘government by his adhesion 8 the Brit | - T}{fé“ﬂlpﬂ"é. PROBLEM
- I ) s e

connection: with - the., Afrikander Buad. . |.

 what may be: said the period, of. recon-

-have saved

to a Liberal. Whatever may be the case |

South Africa. It is all very well for the,
opposition to talk about .haste and negli-..

'may

Phere ‘was another

illustration of "their methods on ‘I'nesday
st ! b £ 8

‘evening  when Mr. Davin brought.on a|

ELECTORIALEBORRUPTION.

1f the pe:»so'lb\ who wrote the editorial
entitled “Flectorial Corruption,” which
was published in the Fredericton Gleaner
of .Tuesday, had read the: instruetions
iinder “whicli the “judicial * dommission of
judges is acting the would have refrained;
from expoiing his ignorence or want of
truthfulness in making the statement that
the government are endeavoring to con-

| ceal any election frauds in thesprovince of

Ontario or elsewihere, It is very amusing
to see the anxiety of the Gleaner that
there should be a fa'r, full and searching

inqiry-pnd ‘that “the muchine méh. Tiut |

be dragged to Uhg light of day.” A iauw,

ful! and =earching inquiry would probably

involve: vemyi unpleasant copsequences 1o

the persons who gondnc"t Ye]eclta'mm on be-
half of the Conservative party, and w2
tlink we could put owr hands on:some
Kesigents of the county of York who would
fare very baaly if such am—inquiry was
ivstituced. We' have the authority of
¥r. Birmingham, the Conservative or-
ganizer, for the Wiatement. that there were
election: frtuds - perpetrated for' the bime-
fit-of the Lfonse;va-t.jve'pax‘tvy at tﬁl}e_.'gené"rirl
elections of 1882 and 1887. That authority
'Q\fg‘fh'i to ‘be suﬁicient to jusllify‘an”ﬁiquiry
{itto those elections, and if the judges who
ferm the judicial commission should think

it proper to begin with ' the “fravduleént”
praetices. of 1882 and 1887, they .will be-
:fétmg\quil'e within their rights:
~x}»ho fc{;_;ineu Jli'f,d‘ "(-ou‘_r'l’.'aml]_ ,accyses _anaghel

A man

of election frauds should come -with -clean
ip b ¥ i o

o

There - is. nodoubt tha& A good "detil of
the loss of ‘ popularity which Admiral
Dewey {:lva_s;s'ilﬁered of ‘late ‘has beeri -due

tba réalization of the fact by_}n_ost Am-

evicans that sHis victory' at - Manila was
the most costly transaction; in which the
United_ States has evey been engaged. 1f

‘Déwey -imstead of fighting the Spanish

ships at-these "Asiatic islands - had - been
somewhere ifi West India waters,’ he would
the .government . which he
served all. the difficulties; dangers, humil-
iations and expenditures which are like-
1y to result from the attempt..to annex
the Philippine Islands, Iti.is only: now,
however, that the utter folly of ‘such a

.measure as the acquisition of a group of
islands ‘in Asia by ‘the jUnited " States is

being fully realized. It is not merely
that such an interference with the Jliber-
ties of another people is wholly contrary
to the Declaration of Independence; nor
is it that the acquisition of the Philip-
pines cuts: the ground from under the
Munroe Doctrine, that the result of the

war with Spain now seems 8> unfortunate. |

There is a more substantial and practical
reason than either of these for regretting
that the Philippines have become the pro-
perty of the United States. There are
now 50,000 American’ soldiers in ‘the ‘Phil-
ippines and the general who has command
of them says that this number cannot be

: reduéed' for several years to come, in fact

we should judge from his des-
patch to the government ' that
he is  of the opinion that an

army of-50,000 men will have to _be kept
in the Philippines permanently. That is
to say, for the purpose of keeping these

‘islands, an army twice as large as that

which the Upit?d States had before the
late war will have to be kept in a group

of tropical islands in an unhealthy climate

thousands of miles away from the shores
of the United States. Is there any states-
man who can contemplate such a contin-

| gency as this with equanimity? Every-

body knows that the army ‘of the United
States is more costly to maintain man for
man than any®ther military organjzation
in the world, and the maintehance»df 50,-
000: American soldiers in- the Phillipines
will cost an, erormaus S.ﬁm; beyond  all

3 cq\'npariabn avith any- advantage that conld

be derived from the possession of these

“islands.” "It is now being discovered that

the Spaniards .had. never-anything. aore
than a fiominal" possession Tof ‘mdny por-

‘tidhs of;the Philippinesaptl that some isl-

ands were euntirely independent of their

_rale. Tnstead: of “thé whole  group ‘being

occupied’ by. people of ‘one race there are
many races -and tribes in the: Philippines,
although the Malays predominate. A
great part of the country is very. unhealthy

.and, theres no part of it ir which a white

can reside. and work- Merchants
‘réside in Manila in cemparative
health if they take great care of them-

maon

‘pelves,. but soldiers who have to. pursue

the insurgents through theswamps and
morasses of the Philippine Islands must

spff_er greatly from fever, of which, there .
.are many kinds, some of them “extremely

fatal. The - Philippine Islands are likely

ifito:. be a White Elephant in the hands of

thé United States. .. .

A PANIC OVER WHAT?

‘The oppogition at Ottawa apparently

enjoy the 'sensation ; of  giviog
themselves:.-up to -pamie. Everyone:
wilt remember the alarming - hysterin

wbich they 'devqloped in the course of «
few days when the South African war
broke out. They went mad for the time
béing. While such -exhibitions are de-
plqr.uble they serve at least' the useful pur-
pose of showing the country how unfit
are these men to be trusted with the re-
sponsibilities of government. .
growing rapidly, and each year that pass-
es accentuates the importance of calm-
ness, deliberation and a sound Jjudgment
on the part of those who have charge
of the ever widening affairs of the domin-
Happily we have such a ministry

(anada is

ion,

and ansiety as to what may be done as

emergencies arise does not prevail. There

could: be no sugh gense of safety. if. the

men who.are mow in opposition ghould

by any chance.gome.to contiol publi¢ af-
fairs. They are' too excitable, too -rash
and too much given toww‘aguon.

The events Upast two or three

— e t
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) e
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| weeks lave ‘given 'poifit ‘to” these observa- ©

tions.  What would 'hh.\'c'bccl_l thought of
the government if they had yielded - to
the thoughtless and vociferous demands
of the opposition.to refer the inquiry of
alleged “election irregulatities 'to a com-
mittee bf',politiéiang? There is not a level-
headed man in the country “who would
not have felt the thipg was a regrettable
farce and a reflection ‘upon the good sense
of the ‘administration. Instead of such
an imprudent action,-we now have the
matter placed in the hands of a.commis-
sion of judges, clothed with:ample power,
independent and' trustworthy. “An’ imves-
tigatiori by these judges’ will be thorough
and imp;«i‘tial, and the country will . be

‘spared the spectacle’ of a‘ moisy squabble

among ‘partizans, .in* the' fervid atmos-
phere of' parliament,” The finding of the

commission will be agcef@able to the good |
judgment of ‘the people, whereas the ver: |
dict of .a parliamentary committe could |. -

not possibly give satisfaetion.

Another ‘panic broké’ out among the op-
position a few days ‘ago, the. “nature of
whieh has been announced in our news
columns.© The - Hansard: s before:
ue, and it is - impossible to read
the debate without a &ense of humiliation:
Upon absolutely nothing but a suspicion,
the Conservatives worked themselves .in-
to-a terrible state of mind, during'which
they -uttered the  most
déhuncia‘tiong of the militia dgpartmen(“,"
and’ expressed the most distressing fears
for’ the safety of our soldiers in South Af-
rica. M there had beén-any ground for

{'even the ‘suépicion alluded to the excite-’
‘tment and fury of the opposition might

in .some, measure be.gxcused;. but not a
‘man, who: spoke was: able to give the slight-
est reason for 'liis atfacks. It was a tem-
pest over nothing, sp"f'a'f' as auyone ' can
judge from a peiwsil of the debate.

"It seems that the.emergency rations. for
the soldieps was'prepared by a Montreal
firm. These emergency rations must have
a place in every soldjer’s kit when in the
field, and consist of the most highly con-

densed nutriments known. to science. Each |!

one of the little sealed tins is supposed
to contain enough food to sustain life for
36 hours, and must not be opened except
nnder extraordinary and pressing circum-
stances. - Our government was probably
under no obligations to supply these ra-
tions to the Canad_irq;l _contingents, but
they did so. Qur soldiers took the food
to Southl Africa, and so far as anyone on
this side of the Atlantic knows they used
them. “This much only is certain, that
from t
down to. this moment not one syllable has
come from South Africa“ calculated to
show that the' émergency rations have
been unsatisfactory. o

The Opposition, Jowever, do not need
a basis fer their panics;. It was sufficient
for them appatently to know that the ra--
tions in’ question jtéfe supplied by a Lib-
eral. They waifed, for .no'thi'ng more.
They did net even pause to. consider the
fact that the pations might have been nn-
satisfactory -and the government still re-
main innocent of blame. TFrauds have
been worked on other governments, as we
all know, and partigularly in war times.
The American government had had meat
imposed upon them, as well as adulterat- 4
ed fodder and defective armor plates, The ’
British government, during the second
Soudan campaign, had soft bayonets sup-
plied to them. Our own government,
while doing the best that was possible un-
der the, circumstances, may.have had bad-
ly prepared emergency rations. sent to
South Africa. - Nobody knows, for the suf-
ficient reason that neither a word of com-
mendation nor of complaint has come
from Squth Africa.

The charges: of the opposition rest upon
conjecture. Somebody seems to have said
somethitig to somebody else, and this lat-
ter somebody apparently put. himself in

. communication: with.the Conservatives in

parliament. Mr: Monk, who brought the
matter up, knéw nothing whatever about
the rations, He had no,evidence to sub-
mit,, He was, simply. voicing .a rumor
which .may or may not:have a founda-
tion, and, as oné of the ministers pointed
out,. it would have been a more defensible

.course than bringing the matter up in par-,
 liament, to have first communicated with

the minister of ‘militia. This Mr. Monk
did not do. Instead, he made an im-
passioméd speech; ,other members caught
the spirit- of excitement, and in a few
minutes the riot was in full swing. What
the people outside of parliament will
want first to know is whether anybody
has heard a_word of complaint from, our
soldiers in.South Africa respecting these
emergericy Tations: We certainly have
not, and until something of that nature is
produced sensible men will be asking what
all the gxcitement is about.

THE EVENING POST AND THE BOERS.

P

i~ At the beginning of this war, the New

York Evening Post: took a very - proper
stand. against the Boers on the ground that
they had' brought on the war and must
take the consequences of their folly. In
4 number of articles the. Post showed
that the Boers had swholly failed to carry
out their engigéments with the British
government in reference to the Uit-
landers, and that their practices in regard
to the capitalists who weré induced to go
to the Transvwal on their representation
were fraudulent and dishonest. Since
then a change -seems to have come over
the spitit of our valued New York con-
temporary. So many people. are in the
habit of looking to the’ Evening Post for

‘guidance in political ‘matters that it is un-

fortunate, to say the least, to find that
paper going back on its record and cham-
pioning, even in ati’ indirect fashion, the
cause of the two Solith”African republice.

‘The. Post ‘seems to have thought. it neces-

sary fo send a spedial ‘orrespondent ‘to

passionate | *

day our soldiers  left Canada |

“Pretorid; ‘one”Albert G. Robinson, a per-
'son’ who, from the first moment he began

"
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to write his series of letters, has display-‘

ed a remarkable bias in favor of the Boers
and the rankest hatred of everything Brit-
ish. Mr. Robinson’s last letter is.dated
from Kroonstaad, and was written on the
14th of ‘April. Tt proves very conclusively

that the British have an enormous task

before them and that although they have
succeeded in occupying Bloemfontein and
capturing Cronje’s army, they cannot take
either Pretoria or Johannesburg without
an immense sacrifice of life. Mr. Robin-

son’s prophesies of the course of war seem

a little ‘absurd in view of the fact that
before his letter was published, the Brit-

ish were already in occupation both of :

Pretoria and Johannesburg, while Presi-
dent Kruger was a fugitive. Mr. Robin-
son -states ‘that the- Boers even'if conquer-
ed cantot bé kept dowhn, but' we fail to
see that hig opinion on this subject is of

any ‘particular value or that it.is anything

more than the resuit of-his prejudices in
faver of thie uncléan bBurghers of Soéuth
Africa. 'h_if"r'.“"'xRobirxl_sm’x i‘s_"evider'i'lly" more
at home .among these Vpéc')p.le than he

.would be among citizens of a state -en-

joying frée government, and it is almost
a pity for his sake_that'theﬁe two repub-
lies could not, remain as they are, so that
he could enjoy a residence among them.
As it is he will have to take to the moun-

taing = before: = very long, with
Kruger, and then possibly his
letters may as~ume a differ-

ent color. The proper way to treat these
Boers, whether they be residents of the
two former republics or of the British
colonies, is to put the black man’s foot
upon their necks; to put an army of dis-
ciplined .Zulus in- the country, to deprive
them of the meins of organizing anothet
rebellion, ind to tcach them that the
races who. haye been trampled under foot
by them are a8 good as they are, if not
better. oy i
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THE. MICARAGUA -CANAL.

‘ The §e“" Yok Journal of Commerce
publishes ,a very interesting editorial in
regard .to the. ;NQC&IWH&‘\HI" canal and the
pessibles abrogation of the Olayton-Bulwer
treaty. * This treaty is still in existence,
and while it is in force Great Britain ,.ims
equal rights with the United States with
respect to any canal that may be con-
structed through Nicaragua from the At-
lantic tp the Pacific. Our New York con-
temporary assents that congress has the
right to aburogate this treaty, but that
there is in the minds of most of the men
upon whom the responsibility for action
rests the conviction that this canal, con-
necting the world’s two greatest oceans
and cut through -a foreign countiny, can
rever be an exclusively #American enter-
prise.  Stdtesmen cannot ignore the rela-

‘tion of the canal to,the commerce of the .

world or -overlook the precedent of - the
Suez canal. Referring to the utility of the
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canal for the purpose of war, the Journal
' goes on to say: ;
“The canal would be of small value in
war, difficult of defence and practically
impossible of protection against damage.
Its value must be almost exclusively com-
i mercial, and the only efficient protection
it cam have is an agreement by all mari-
' time nations to respect its neutrality. Its
valwe to the United States will be in
| peace. We alone of the great nations shall
' have fleets near the canal on both oceans,
; and the canal would be less important to
| our navy in war than to a foreign navy.
But it would be so easy to temporarily
disable the canal that access to it by all
nations and at all times must be conceded
in order to protect it. As an instrument
of commerce the canal must be under the
protection of the world, and instead of
dissolving our agreement with Great Brit-
ain regzarding the canal we must secure
the adhesion of other mations to it.' Dhis
is thoroughly in hmne with atl our diplo-
matic precedents. None of our presidents
or secretaries of state have committed the
i countny to the pelicy: of an exdlusively
Amenican control, while with only one or
«two exceptions all-of them have uniformiy
| assumed that the canal wes to be ‘a’high-
way for the commerce of the world. This
has been distinctly asd<erted in many of
our state papers. ‘The fadlure of the senale
to abrogate -the Clayton-Bulwer . treaty
czn only be explained by the consciousness
of senators that this is the true American
policy.” .

THE ASHANTI REBELLION.

The Ashanti rebellion would not bet
| an important matter of - itself were it not
for the fact that access to that country i3
so difficult and the climate so unhealthy
to Kuropeans, The Ashanti relief expedi-
tion seems to be emcountering serious
difficulties, and it is feared that a
larger [ force will have to be sent.
The whole territory in, that pant ot
West Africa has always been held under,
extreme -difficulties, and it is some times
2 matter -of surprise that Great Britain
showld have .t-houﬁihlt it worth while to re-
tain her possession there considering the
impossibility of white men living there
for any length of time in a state of health.
However, when, a possession is ‘ohce. ac-
quired it seems: necessary. to .defend it,
and. that we presume is the particwar
reason for holding ou to the territory it
question at present. Certainly there has
never been any great amount of profit de-
rived from any Britith possession on the
west coast of Africa.

NOTES AND COMMENTS, -

Mr. Clarke Wallace continues to giwve
daily exhibitions of his bad manners mn
parliament. :

The Tories apparently have more faith
in discrediting the Liberals than  they
have in the attractive force, of anything
in themselves. - - ’ ! .

The Sun appears to think that‘he gov+:

ernment should introduce a prohibitory

"

liquor law, but we showed on Tuesday
that there is nothing to prevent any man
for the present, including the members ot
the Sun, from being a prohibitory law
unto himself.

When journals opposing the government
talk about “smashing the machine” they
mean the Liberal machine. They want
their own exempted from the procesa.
But they don’t call their own ‘“‘the ma-
chine.” They speak of it as “the Con-

-servative organization.”

The government has given the judicial
commission an.absolutely free hand in the
matter of investigating election abuses;
but this does not please the Tories., What
they. apparently want is an inquiry which
will not go back to the peripd when they
had charge of the election machinery.

. What the people want is fhe truth, ne

matter which side it hurts. The goverw
ment has sided with the popular view.

*The truwe inwardness’” of Bir Oharles
Tupper’s attempt to vary the terms of the
instruct.ons given to the judicial commit-
tee which is to investigate the elections,
is pretty well understood by . men.in pub-
lic life. Sir Charles’ desire to have the
terms altered in their pharseology accord-
ing to his views, not because there Was
anything deficient in theg, but because
it would be a good point for him to be able
to go to the country and say that the

commission would have been a failure it :

his suggestions had not been made and
carried out.” On the other hand, -if s
suggestions were rejected he would be able
to explain that the government would
concede nothing to- the opposition in the
?nte}mts of justice. Sir Charles ‘Tupper
is quite a cunning politician, but this little
trick of his is rather too stale to go down.

The Johannesburg miners are very ansi-
ous to return to their mines to work them.
All this will come in due time, but th \
should not be in such haste. The Briti
people are not very much in love with

the.Johannesburg mine owners at present’ )

and while so much good British blood has
tbee.n shed for the purpose of protecting
their rights, it would be well for them to
remain in the background. '

The Tories are desperately afraid that
the judges will look into the elections of
1896. What they want is that only the
Brockville and West Huron contests
should be investigated, because they think
the irregularities in those ridings were
done in the interest of Liberal candidaies.
There is some comfort in the thought that

the judges will carry out the inquiry with-

out regard to which side it involves.
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opRosition press in Ontario is pitiable. For
example, the Ottawa Citizen has made
the startling discovery that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier sang God Save the Queen after




