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LLOYD GEORGE AT CANNES.

The Allied Supreme Council »u
Friday began what Lioyd George cal-
ad #ts most important session, and this
may not be an exaggeration since (be
first day resuited In a unanimous
decision to call an economic confer-
énce to which Germany and Rassia
are to be invited. To dring this about
was one of the principal aims of the |
British Prime Minister, and his speech |
on the subject was one of his most|
notable efforts. If he !

did not go be-|
yond ground which he bhas long
tentatively held, he

advanced his |
views with a firmness

and vigor such |
as be could hardly have shown before
their validity had been dvmmrﬂmtm‘l
by the ecomomic crisis.

Some of the things which he said
will not be relished in France, but he|
softened their edge by proposing a|
su’ﬁ\cianl guarantee for the safety of |
France, provided it is ready for con-
oessions making for the :-f'oxmmlc‘
rahabilitation of Europe. Among the|
stipulated concessions is a change inl
the reparations requirements which]
wounld lessen the amount which L;er-{
many has to pay for the present in |

money. He denied that he was moved !(-cmpm ed with $28,000,000 for the same

by tenderness for Germany, and he|
suggested in very plain language that
England as well as PFrance suffers|
from the war, which did damage notg
to be measured by devastated towns |
and farms. He insisted also that !-1%
pay, Germany must trade, and disposed |
! the notion that it is doing a roaring
business by showing that its exmports
are not a fourth of what they were |
before the war.

France is to be congratulaled upon
relaxing its uncompromising attitude |
tp the extent of sanctioning the in-
\'natiou of Germany and Russia to thei
conference; plans for the recomstruc-|
tion of Europe cannot get far without |
he participation of these two greazk
countries which between them make}
up about half the continent and are
an essential part of it because of the
vast resources of the one and the
jmmense industrial and organizing
power of the other.

A GASOLINE TAX.
Premier Foster is reported as
having expressed the view that a tax
of one cent per galion upon gasoline
is not a practical or proper method|
of raising revenue. No doubt most
users of automobiles will agree with|
him, but outside of this class, the
probable concensus of opinion will be
that those who are wealthy enough
to sport around in cars, are or shouid
be wealthy enough to contribute a
little to the revenue.

The Government of Manitcba ap-
parently holds very different views
upon a gasoline tax than does Mr.
Fester, for it is now proposing to put
a cent a gallon wpon this commodity,
and expects to raise $300,000 a year
from it. Moreover the érend of the
times seems to be toward the enmact-
ment of the gasoline sales tax
throughout the United States, During
the year just ended this tax was
adopted by ten different legisiatures;
and now it is on the statute books of
fourteen of the States of the Union.

There are, roughly speaking, some
1£,000 automobiles and trucks register-
ed in this Province, not including
motor cycles, and at a conservative
estimate the average consmpéien of
gasoline by each of these cars and
teucks would be about 250 gallens a
year. This would mean a tetal con-
sumption of 3,750,000 gallons, which
would produce a tax of $34800. Be-
sides these cars, there is a large nwam-
ber of motor boats in which the con-

jon of line is much bheswvi
than that of cars. With the motor
oycles, these boats might casfly be
.expected to bring in another $37,500,
which make a total tax of $75,000.

which would go no distance
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A CHEERFUL OUTLOOK.

Torouto Saturday Night:—Sir Harry
Drayton, as he is abowt to dand in
his portfolio, issues a cheerfu] mes-
sage. He says that notwithstanding a
year of falling values and business
difficulties the finances of the country
have been wonderfully maintained.
For first eight months of the
fiscal year, that is to December first,
Canada’'s revenue has been near a
million dollars greater than for the
me period in 1920, the figures being

721,000, a8 compared with $264,
3,000 last year. The figures for the
same period in 1914 were $81,400,000.
How small that sum looks in com-
parison, and who would have thought
hack in those days that it womld have
been possible for Canada to raise such
an enormous sum from comparatively
so few peaple.

The sources of this revenue are also
interesting. In the first eight fiscal
menths of 1920 the customs provided
$124,000,000; while this year for the
same period the customs department
gave us but $68,000,000. On the other
hand the incoine tax and the business
profits tax provided $83,000,000, as

the

period iast year.
Of course we are not paymg oar
way, for in the period before mention-
ed we expended $297,600,000. This
meludes §10,373,503 on capital account,
$52,643,214 for nonwactive investmenta
(railways), a total of $73016,717. The
expenditare also included $106511,826
for interest, $21,820,062 for pensions,
and $9,989.306 for soldiers’ civil re-
establishment, a total of $138,2331,185.
The increased cost of administration
owing to the war and the railways is
very apparent,
The actual increase of the debt for
this eight months, amounts to but
$26,828,032, including capital and rail-
way payments, Were these payments
regarded as constituting investments
and old practices as to capital be con-
tinued, the result of the eight months’
operations would be a surplus of
$46,188685 over and above aH ex-
penditure, including war obligations.
One may anticipate that next year
there will be a large falling off in
revenue from business profits and fn-
come tax sources, while the income
from the customs department will
unless radical changes are made in
the tariff probably hold its own It
will be up to the new Government to
scrape around and find additional
scurces of revenue and it is going to
be one dig job.
e i 5
Of late years the Liberal party has
been loudty proclaiming the necessity
for reforming the Senate. The pro-
cess has now dbeen begun, by the ap-
pointment of Mr. McCoig, Liberal
member for Kent, Ont. This step
marks the direction to which Liberal
opinion pwinted as the proper method
of reform. While Mr. King approves
of Mr. McCoig’'s appointment to a
| $4000 a year Senatorship, to provide a
!seat for Mr. Murdock, he objected
strongly to a $40 2 month appointment
for Mr. Casselman, to make a seat for
Mr. Meighen, whose presence in Par-
jament is of very much more ocon-
sequence than Mr. Murdock’'a.

Sir Robert Borden, Canada's dele-
gate to the Disarmmment Conference,
continues to win honors at Washing-
ton. The satisfactory completion of
the Chinese tariff finds the leading
delegates, according to the press,
smilingly eongratulating Sir Robert on
his work in this connection. But, as
the Toromto Telegram says, best of
|all, Str Rebert has not been so busy
on the (hinese tariff ¢that he has fail-
ed to find time, when called on, to
run in and sign his name as Canada's
tive to any agr

to the fact that a
has decided that “if a
you with a bottle of
kome, you may dwtully
your own home, bat you
opent it on the way.,” So far
but the great problem is to
friend who is willing to pre-
bottle.

{ saves 83 per cent. of cost of

themselves.

diary and keeping

desuetude

doesn’t know how ungrateful he is. 1

wigs.

" | surrender.
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Then there is, my old friend !
Davidson, who receantly came
from England with some kind of
Yice that saves gasoline, which
lish users claim savea 30 per cemt. of
cost of operating. That is & 63 per
<ent. reduction if you use both these
things. Now it seems to me if some
one will just bring out some other
Hittle trifie that will save amother 30
per cent. or so, folks can Tun their
cars for nothing,

E:f

1 ses in a horticultural paper thmt
Pennpsylvania orchardists are spraying
their trees with paradichlorobenzine.
It there is anything in a name, this
stuff ought to kill anything.
R

Americans appear to be going at
this neval disermament by degrees.
First they scrapped the lquid formen
1y used for christening war ships, and
now they propose to ecrap the ships

The year has progressed about far
enough now, 1 think, for keeping a
the New Year's
resolutions to pass into inmocuous
How's that sound?

A baldheaded man who criticizes
bobbed hair as worn by the girls

read that the nﬂwx(asbiox\ has greatly
augmented the supply of hair for

To those who have nothing else to
that

T

nﬁgﬁ your vravery.

Old man. Sure, I dont think

you the million iIn my will

A miilon dollers dout meen eny more to me than &
11l rite you out'n check for a million &s & &lite %

Fraak Feercot. No thanks | wouldent know wai to do
and it would ony be in the way.

of a millign, thats how rich § am. Heers the dime and 11l leave

|

Mt
with %
: L

any more of & dime than I do

"

"

.

Frank Fe Thanks, I mind having it that way. "
Qld man. Maybe IM leewe you 2 million for good e %
Well good by. "
¥rank Peernot. Good by. Be carefill you doat slip on the %
ice becmuse your bones brake easy at your age. "
Ack 3. . L]

Fratik Feernot. Haley smokes I torgot to give him my same "%
and address. *
The end. %

“

%

%'-'\.'-"u‘-'h%'-'-'h'.\-%'-'.%'l'-\'h%\\

The same pri
Other d

BIG BEN AND BABY BEN

atm s ma s in g SO0
from $2.00 to $4.50.

without imports of commodities also
expanding,

If with this process of remewed de-
velopment, Canada preserves and ex-
thnds the manidest increase in pro-
duction and ecomomy at home showa
by the present pesition of our export
trade, then we mre at the beginning

worry about, I would 8

there’'s a Friday, the thirteenth, this
month.

T wonder who the k#ijoy was who
discovered that kisses and money are
both prolific germ carriers

It's. a wise bootlegger who declines
when asked by a customer to “take
something himselt.”

The girl across the way says the
right kind of husband should give
his wife all the money she wants. I
doubt myself if there's that much in
the world,

il

)

T WHAT OTHERS SAY

&

General Condemnation.

(London Free Press.)
Outside of the London Advertiser,
which seems to regard Mr. King as the
greatest statesman since the days of
Pitt, not a paper in the country has de-
fended the attack of Mr. King (upon
Mr. Meighen, in the Grenvilie connec-
tion) which has revealed a pettiness
of character unworthy of a man hold-
ing the first position in Canada. Even
the Toronto Globe, which has pursued
Mr. Meighen in the most vielous
fashion, is constrained to admit that
there is mo constitutional irregularity.
The Bradford Expositor (Liberal)
says the prime minister “has become
needlessly fussed up”, and declares
that there has been no ‘high-handed
and unwarranted cause”, and adds that
“Mr. King might well have shown a
more generous spirit in this matter:
The Hamilton Herald (independent),
in protesting against Mr. King’s declar-
ation, sums up:

“Mr, King appears to be afflicted
with confusion of thought in this
matter. But that is not important.
He might easily be pardoned for
making & mistake in a technical
matter. The important thing is
the regrettable lack of generosity
(to put the case mildly) which
marks Mr, King’s protest. Evi-
dently, having gained a political
victory over Mr. Meighen, the
Liberal leader desires to infliot
personal humiliation upon his op-
ponent. - He would bar Meighen

from the House of Commons, It
is not a pleasant spectacle.”
THE “RISH REPUBLIC” THAT

HAS LOST ITS PRESIDENT.
(Toronto Telegram)
De Valera’'s resignation as “Presi-
dent of the Irish Republic,” following
his refusal to agree to any proposal
for an Irish eettlement, is not a
demonstration of the well known
Southern Irish character, since De
Valera has never represented anybody

United States.

It was in the United States, not in
Ireland that De Valera held sway as
“President of the Irish Republic.”
The boundaries of that “republic” are
the saloons of New York and Chicago
in the east and the saloons of San
Francisco in the west.

Whatever agreement the British
Government could reach with Ireland,
De Valera wonld neyer have been a
party to it. The people who make up
the New York-Chicago-San Francisco
“Irish Republic”.seek a destruction
of the British Empire so quick and
complete that no British Government
could agree to it and camuoflage the

LAST YEAR'S TRADE.
(Winnipeg Tribune)

but the Irish and Germans in the it

The foreign trade of Canada during

1" A BIT OF VERSE

G
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N HEROIC MOOD.

A New Year's resolution

1s a thing 1 seldom make
For I've found that of ail things
It is easiest to break.

But this year £ am making some,

For I've discovered that .
I'm getting vather more than plump,
In fact, I'm getting fat! ,

Why, that biwe dress I bought last

My, how the things did pinch.
So I'll reduce, I'll diet, not

A single side, not one!
It's going to be hard, yes, but
It's going to h done!

Oh, there the phemal Heilo! Hello!
Who? Mery? Why you déar!

A dinner for the crowd you say,

A starter for the year?

17 THE LAUGH LINE |

Like His Dad.
The small son of a shrewd financier
was entertaining his uncle, who pres-
ently gave him a shilling.
“Suppose,” said the uncle, I gave
you a thousand pounds—what would
be the first thing you would do 7™

Choice of Voice.
'l have Nora tell her I'm out.™
science reproach you ™

still, smadl voice than to hers.”

Not Under Protest.

on the subject did that odious Mr.
drink.

did.”

»
Hubby——"T swallowed the insult.”

How Did She Mean 1t 7

by his mother,
“Why can't you be good ™™
“I'l e good for a nickel”
tather and be good for nothing.”

Qr Excluded. i

ferent languages.
golf ?

or close to it, of s period of great, | R0t properly wrapped, or bave too
long inued and well-founded pros-| Much clothing on and get overheated
perity. and cool off too suddenly, they get

thedr feot wet, kick off the clothes at

year bave three chiiren who have had
1

‘Won't meet by guite an inch, wery bad colds due to change of c!
And when I tried my old shoes on, mate, I have tried different reme-
dies, but 1 eeem to get best:results

Eat any kind of sweets, them as they like it. I always have
I'll cut out dinner every day at least cne bottle in the house.”
Untfl that Hlue dress meets! Price 86c. and $dc. a bottle at all
dealera, Put up only by The T. Mik
And how I'lt walk! Why I won't take| bura Co, Limited, Toromto, Omt. |

Why, ser 1 come: i et ‘the ce? Prisoner E.sm.pa from Sydney
And huery right - down! Police Station — Was Dry
Al;dh‘: :::foﬁmt:m town! and Wanted Another Drink

“Count it,” said the son of his father.

“Fere comes Mrs. Gibbons . I think
“Won't the still, small ~voice of con-

“Yes, but I'd rather listen to the

Wifie—"And knowing my sentiment
Banks insult you by offering you r v
Hubby —"That's . what Mr. Binks |

The small boy was being reproved

“Ah!” said the mother, you want
to be bribed. You shounld copy your

Mason—Mr, Blair speaks twenty dif-
Fuller—Incinding the one he uses at

CHILDREN’S COUGHS
QUICKLY RELIEVED

It do-&ard to keep the childrem from
taking ceold, they will run out of doors

night; the mother cannot watch them
time eo what is she going to

Mothers should never neglect the
children's coughe or colds, but on the
firet sign should procure a bottle of
DR. WOOD'S
NORWAY PINE SYRUP
R is pleasant and nice to take, and
relleves the cough or coid in a very
short time and thus prevents bwon-
paeumonia, or perhaps com
sumption getting a foothold on their
system.

Mra. E Smith, 388 Victorta, Awa,
North, Hamilton, Ont., writes:—"]

;

tnom Dr. Wood'a Norway Pine Syrup.
1 have mo difficuity in giving &t to

Gaelic Harmony
Soothed Guards

Sydney, N. 8., Jih. 9—Singing Gae-
lic songs to cover the noise of his
operations, Allapn MacKinnon, of For-
chu, early this morning escaped from
the central police station by mount.
ing steel girders 26 feet above the
floor and leaping through a skylight.
Desk Sergeant Rannie McDonald chas-

ed MacKinnon and overtook him after
a quarter of a mile. Arraigned before
Judge Muggah the runaway said: *“1
was extra dry and wanted another
jdrink”

~DODD'S.
"KIDNEY
PILLS

L b\
Wifle—“And how did you resent V) L\

"Phone
M. 2540

MAVITY'S-

1117
King St.

BALATA

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
ON ’

ENGLISH

Write for Price. Orders Promptly Shipped.

D. K. McLAREN, Limited
Main 1121, 90 Germain St., St. John, N. B. Box 702,

BELTING

us—five cross panels, two
of sizes, and prices right.

Douglas Fir Doors

A full carload of these are now being unloaded by

HALEY BROS., LTD., St. John, N. B.

panels. A full assortment

New Year Specials.

ELECTRIC IRONS, TOASTERS and CURLERS.

ELRCTRICAELY AT YOUR SERVICE

Tee (DEBB GILECTRIC (JO.

Phone M. 2152 ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 901 "ERMAIN ST.

$5.00 each.

Iron and Brass Castings.
West St. John.

The Union Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd.
Engineers and Machinists.

‘Phone West 598
G. H. WARING, Manager. |,

LUMBER
FOR
HOMES
YOU
NEED

Our lumber yards are wo'l
stocked with varions kinds of
fumber. Business was good iu
1831. We look for still better
business in 1932
"Phone Main 1893 for lumber.

The Chm—h: Wood-
Working Co. Lid,

186 Exin Street

;Milady ’s

jar is

par as this
1y been

1921 shows a heavy decrease in money
values, a8 it mturally would when the
purchasing power of the dol-

.it shows also a very much more
satisfactory relation between exports,
has clear
brought about by an increase

SRR

Boudoir
Mirror

and gratifying response.

are of heavy, bevelled
plate glass, and made to
fit either closet or em
trance door to the bou-
doir where they are
really indispensable.

For Prices,
"Phone Main 3000

ALL GRADES OF
Hardl:'niSoftCul
‘GEORGE D

46 Britain St. 'Phone M. 1118

_t

|

London, Jan. $~The significance «
the resolution recently passed by
representative meeting of Englis
bankers and business men on the sul
Joct of representations will mot hay
escaped attention in America. Wit
the, chairman of one of the five gre:
London clearing banks presiding,.
was decided to recommend to th
British Government that the war deb
due to England by her Allies shoul
bg cancelled outright.

_ The resalution was carefully worde
PO as to eontain no allusion either t
aration or to the debts due by En;
dand to the government of the Unite
States. In practice it has alway
been found until now that these thre
subjectis mre so klosely linked tc
gether that each one of them  lead
logically to the other two. But th
thrée together are so unmanageabl
that England is beginning to loo
round for a way of dealing with th
broblem piecemeal, and Mr. Keyne
was ouly approaching the same sul
Ject trom a different point of vies
When he recently pleaded for -th
feparate lreatment of the reparation
question and, like the bankers’' com
mittee, made no‘gHusion to the othe
l:]:bcrs of this perplexing economi
Mr. Keynes was suggesting a prac
tical solution of the reparuticmsppr(
blem which he thought would giy
“real justice to France,” and he Té
c‘umvmended that the claim agains
Germany for war pensions and separs
tion allowances as part of reparatiol
0uld be dropped. This claim, h
d, comstitutes nearly twothirds o
e total British claims, and the ix
‘:m of pensions and allowance
has “very nearly trebled the demand
which wg are making on Germany,
It wag largely at the instigation o
G*rgai Britain, he urges that th
chim was Included at all, and Amer
ican delegates at the peacce confer
ence were surprised that the Frencl
ever came to agree to it,

”

Memorandum by General Smuts.

How the claim to pensions and sep
aration allowances ever came to b
admitted has been a puzzle whicl
none of the revelations publishec
Since the confemence of 1919 have
ever quite adequately explained. Ber
nard Baruch, in an appendix to his
book, has published the text of @
memorandum on the subject preparec
by General Smuts, and this memor
orandum, which summarizes the case
for including the claim, has given
great moral authority to a proceed
ing which many observers had unti
then been inclined to characterize
‘with Mr. Keynes, a5 & breach of the
engagements enteréd into by the Al
lies when the armistice was signed.

The question has its morals and its
legal aspects which can only be left
to the judgment of - the individual

t-the question of how it actually

me about that the claim was includ-
%d is a question of fact which deserveg
to he answered, and the following ac-
count of what happened comes to The
Christian Science Monitor from a
source which may be considered as
tairly reliable.

One Clear Distinction Omitted.

That the terms of the armistice
governed the terms of the treaty of
peace and set limits to the demands
which the Allies could make was
never disputed at the conferences,
though Mr. Tardieu and other French
authorities have disputed it since.
Now the armistice made ome clear
distinction, but’ it omitted to make
another. It confined the claims
against Germany for reparations to
the damage done to the civilian popu-
iation in allied countries; but it did
not make any clear distinction be-
tween direct and indirect damage.
This is the gap through which the

aim to payment of war pensioms and

jarate allowances made its way in.
the treaty, and it was done in the
wing manner:

Direct damage was caused, for ex-
ample, by the bombardment of Hartle-
pool to a shopkeeper whose shop was
destroyed by a shell. Such damage
could be reckoned at the replacement
cost of the shop. But this was far

CONSTIPATION
BAD HEADACHES
FAINT, DIZZY SPELLS

Qonstipation is eme of ihe ¢ovmmon-
st fils of mankind, and 9ne twe often
pilowed to go wunlooked after unti
some serious complication iots im.




