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Divine Impossibility,

One does not have to proceed fir on his enrthly
pilgrimage before discovering that it s much easfer
to ask quéstions than to answer them, There s n
grent deal here that mv»timn and perplexes us, but
before we permit ourselves to lose courage and hope
in the presence of the mystery which life presents
we would perhaps do well to reflect whether, if the
universe had been cotstructed on gplan that should
fiave left no mystery for our inindy to wrestle with;
we should have been happier and the world a better
abode for men,  Probably if we ein have patience to
wait a little we shall be fully convinced that the
wisdom which determined the conditions of our lives
and the character of that Universe in which we have
our being Is higher than our wisdom s the heavens
are higher than the earth

Among the questions which the C lninlixm finds
most perplexing nre those which hinve reference to
his own experience and to that of others making
Hle's pligrimage with him, There hire wo many
things, le says, which reem niysterious on the
unmvimilimx of mn almighty, infinitely pitiful snd
constant providence exerclned over the lives of God's
ehildren, If the Lord s satehing over uy, and
caring for us always, why Incur rore need in THa
helgP sometimen so dtrangely denled -yt Why de
these crushing rorrown, theee henrt-hrenking toubles
dome upon wn?  Why {s one Chriating ‘s lot so full
of bitterness and faln, while to pnother there seenis
to come only | ¥ and § frerity
for Hfe ¢ healt) deliveranes
gracionsly answere et e gl wo strange
ly denled

These guestions ot be ful pawered now
Often 1 huh.|.1|.vu‘.x whint bils Lord doeth

hall kvow bheipniter

Why s prayer

Heties  »0

Put whnt heknown not now hes
Buch mystery there i slways been tn the history
A el in sent to bpdy

Y
nd Ktephet

i Peter ot
of prison while Jemes t the hands
of the persecnton e npostle Kpetience many

it the Inst, IF ey believe

of God's peopls

n delivernrce, i

teadition. they o)) but one dle the denth of martym
Could not the Lord
saved Jomen wnd Steplion ul

who delivered Peter, liave
Conld pot he wha
preserved John from martyrdom have kept the others
Valwo ? Donbtlens i one vensg We could have done so
bt 1 m well Be thit' e could not do wo
with the ]ﬁ“,,whd»!‘;u‘l,m of His ser
vants and of the esuse which they delighted to
serve.  Could not He who opened the eyes of th
blind have grored that this man shonld not have
died? =« ke (e
was Iald the grave tLord, H thow hadst
been here my brother had pet died wiih the
sorrowful, | pronchful, dry of Mastha- awd of
Mary., The Lod i hinve been theré,  He conld
have ket k| from desth. He chose
eather that s filend showld die,  Was it that
he loved Lazary Inters Tess than he did the
Conturion and others whose stk e had saved with
Aword ! No.o He held baek g hand from this
mimele of healing In order that there might be
another greater miraehe nfinitely tleher reveln
tlon of Himself to that aficted fTumily of Bethany,
and through them to all hellevers, *Could not
Christ have saved Lagarus from dying, could not
Christ save you or me from perplexity, froni tempta
tion or from doubt 7 Burely v Philips Brooks,
o these are questions whieh have thelr lower and
thelr higher answers,  He conld, becavse the power
of 14fe and death was in Hins.  But the power to vise
the power depended upon other things, It depended
on the necessity which lay back of all things in
Jesus to do the absolutely best thing,--not the

conmistent!

keptieal Jewsn when  Lazarus
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second best but the abkolutely best thingofall, -, . |
Thisis a sublime incapacity, to stand with the gift
of 1ife in the all powerful hiands, to see the cry for

life in the eager eyes, to hear it in the dumb appeal ’
' No, not 1ife but

of the terrified Hps und yet to say,
death Iy best, " and so to he unable to give life,~<that
is o sublime; a divine incapacity |  Could not Christ
have anwwered your prayer # No, He conld not ;
ot because the thing you asked: for was not in His
treasury, but because, behind the question of his
giving or refuping it, there lay ‘the fundamentnl
necessity of Hin nature and His love that He should
do: for you only the absolutely best, the thing
you npked was not ahpolutely best, therefore He
could not give it, Back of how many unanswered
prayers Hes that divine fmpomsibility,

L A I

The Disciples Dispersed. ¥

The laying waste of the church {n Jerusalem and
the dispersion of the disciples meant the scattering
of seed, which was to be widely and gloriously fruit-
ful for the kingdom. The disciples went everywhere,
fiot in silence and in fear but ' preaching the
word'' which was the power | of God in their souls
and must find utteravice,  Philip, the Evangelist—
like Stephen, one of the Seven-—went down into
Samaria,and throngh his word the power of God was
gractously wanifested to theSamaritans,  What
Philip did in Samaria others doubtless were doing
with greater or less eflect in ofher places, and so by
the dispersion of the disciples the Word of God was
multiplied snd increased in far greater degree than

would have been the case if the peace of the Jerusa-

lem church hiad remained unbroken, What the
church s well a8 the individual Christian has
nlwaysmont reason to drend, v not the open opposi
tiom of enemies, but the failure of that spiritual life
within which is essentinl to endurnnce whether in
prospesity of in persecution

The meeting of the Hyangelint and Simon the
¢ suggestive,  Just what
thin man wae, what afts he praetioed, whether or
than the skill of a eunning
conjnrer, the narmtive does not explain,  One thing
had worked strongly upon the lmagina.
thom of the people il had won grest reputation
mnong them Anared and mystified by his ' sor

soreerer, s lnstructive and
not his power wan wipre

in clonr. | hie

corien they had eome te regard him an possessed
of some supernatie | it whitever was the
nfluenee, 1t seems
nothing wholesome
inie gt ¥ whatly ferent from the Realthful
apirit  of { 41 ae with Phitlipevery
different " { Fenus Christ, with its
enfightenty i i } wiating power. Simon's
s cavined } prreauhing lnought
Hght. B wil Tiim Philig
Jesun Chirist i

N r haraet

evident enoigh

proviaimed

rover posds v net
i A the man whe goes
showt giving 1t « thnt he Wimsell I sonme gront
one, but the man who prosches Christ Josis as Loed
and bimee! as the wervant of men for Tesus' sake,
in the man who midndsters 46 the world's need, What
took place In Bumario shows that the people resog
niee  this faitly demonstrated to them
Yot it must be confessed that sven in the midet of
the honsted civitiention of this gheat century, men
and  woren it a Yarge capaeity for ‘being

porcery, hut a

when it in

amazed and hiombuggred, so that Bimon the soterer

whenever e nppears, In pretty sure of having & very
conmidernble fidlowing

Ins the midst of the persecution whieh lald waste
the ehureh, the aposties were so far sheltered from
the storm that they were able to remaln i Jeru
snlem,  ‘The reavons for this remarkable faet are not
stated, bt It seems evident that the weath of the
persecutors was directed particularly’ against the
Hellenints, or Greclan Jews, who, after the example
of Btephen, were preaching the gospel on somewhat
bronder ines than the aposties Had yet conceived it,
and were thus In 4 meanure anticlpating the position
and the presehing of Paul,  How bitterly Paul's
doetrine was opposed even by Hebréw Christians, is
méde evident in Bis epistlen, and how hateful to
those Jews who had no experience of the bond of
common fellowship in Christ, must have seemed the
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breaking down of the distinction between Jow an!
Gentile, which Christianity really involved, {s easil,
uaderstood, The Hebrew disciples were very litt).
disposed to carry the gospel 1o the Gentiles. I is th.
Greclan Philip, and not one of the apostie, who i
found preaching the gospel to the Samaritans A
part of the preparation of the world for the gospel i,

“ seen in a condition of things which made possibl.

such men an Stephen, Phillp, Paul, Apolles, men
who, while they still remuined trug to their ances
tral fafth, nevertheless, through Gireclan culture and
a larger intercourse with the world, had come to
have a broader sympathy with mankind, and todn
terpret their own sacred scriptures in a larger way
than was possible in the case of the Palestinian
Jews. To Philip was given the honor of gathering
the firntfruits of the great world beyond the pale of
Judaism, ‘The Kingdom of Christ is to be enriched
by the forces of the Gentiles, and those forces arc
not material merely--their silver and gold--but the
forces of national genius and character, the power

‘to Interpret and tenlize the upirit of Christiarity.

How much has Christianity gained on its western
march, pubduing the peoples successively to its
sway, and adding to itself the forces of their national
life and character, It ‘‘pucks the milk of the na-
tions,'" -Fvery race subdued to Christ adds to His
glory and His power, In the nations still uncon-
verted grent potential forces remain to be incorpor-
ated in Christianity, and as the West is now carry-
ing the saving health of the gospel to the Hast, so,
in the ages to come, the Hast shall doubtiess send
back it riches to the West,
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Affairs in Crete. ’ !

From the information furnished by Kuropean
despatches to very definite conclusions can be
reached as to the real attitude of the several Huropean
powers towards the question of Turkish or Greclan
supremacy n Crete, One thing appears to be cer-
tain ~~that Greece, uniwed by the protests of the
powers, has taken active mensutes to settle the
question by force of armu, Collisions in several
places -are roported hetween the Creten Christians
and the Turkish soldlery, In some instances it 1«
stated the insurgents have been supported by the
(breek troops. The insurgents are’ represented as
having the best of the fighting, and ax the Christian
population in Crete largely out-numbers the Moslems
this is probable, Kxeitement runs high in Greecs.
The King and his Government appear determined to
dinregard the protest of the Powers and to progeed
with the occtipation of Crete unless and untll pre-
vented by the combined forces of Furope, It has
heen representod thot Greece has been secretly en
cournged and abeted by Russin, but according to
Tater despatches Russla In ansuming a hostile attitude
and in ready to oppose by force Oreece's project of
snnexing Crete, Cermany also 18 represented as
apposing vigorously the Oreeclan ocoupation of the
fgnd and proposing to the Powers o tnfte in
Wookading the Pirseus, the post of Athens, In

Jeagland sympathy is strongly with Greecs and

yiblie opinion witl vigorously eondemn any foreib).
interference with Greoce in reference (o her design
in Crete. It Is stated that Lord Salisbury has ad
dremned a elroular note to the powers favoring th.
autonomy of Crete, with one of the Ciresk princes »
Governor of the island,  The conditions of matter
oft the border between Greek and Turkish tersiter
i sald to be so theentening that & serlous eollislo
may at any time be reportid, 1f this should eeen
fio one oan forased what the witimate tesult wou!
be.
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~It {n not to be denled that a grand test of )
value of a system of bellef, or a course of netlon |
found fn the fruits it produces in those who soeept
follow i, Mr, Moody took « strong position I o
fence of practical Christin: ity, when he sald at b
meeting In Tremont Temple, on Thuraday last: |
throw out this challenge to the infidels, 1 defy the
to find a man or a woman who has obeyed the com
mandments of God, and on whom the blqgin
God has not fallen, "
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