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second bent but the absolutely beet thing of all. , . . breaking down of the distinction lietween Jew tod 
This Is і sublime Incapacity, to stand with the gift Gentils, which Christianity really Involved, is seal I

Ті. Marillme ft,,», Mi**few Ш Ж
of the terrified lips mid yet to say, 1 No, not life bat Grecian Philip, and not one of the apostle, who Is 

. ‘ Kuwait death Is best, ' and so to be nimble to give life,--that found preaching the gospel to the Hnmeritens. Î/A
- Bvawitss Manaoiih! in a sublime, a divine Incapacity ! Could not Christ part of the preparation of the world (or the gospel I,

have answered your prayer? No, lie could not; seen in a condition of things which made роміЬІ. 
not tiecause the thing you asked'for was not in His such men as Stephen, Philip, Paul, Apollo», nc> 
treasury, but because, behind the question of his who, while they still remained trug to their antes 
giving or refusing it, there lay the fundamental tral faith, nevertheless, through Grecian culture anil 
necessity off Ils nature and His love that He should a larger Intercourse with the world, had comeRo 
do- for you only the absolutely best, the thing have a broader sympathy with mankind, ned to in 

Oita does not have to proceed fur on his earthly you asked was not abimlutely bent, therefore He terpret their own sacred scriptures In a larger war
pilgrimage before discovering that it Is much easier could not give It. Hack of how many unanswered than was possible in the case of the Palestinian
to ask questions than to answer them, There Is a prayers lies that divine Impossibility." Jews, To Philip woe given the honor of gathering
great deal here that mystifies and perplexes us, but » * * * the first-fruits of the great world beyond the pale oi
before we permit ourselves to lose courage and hope Th TTl ' 1 Пі A "A- Judaism. The Kingdom of Christ Is to be enriched
III the presence of the mystery which life presents 1 ne UlSCipie* UlSperStO. by the forces of the Gentiles, and thoae foresa arc
we would perhaps do well to'reflect whether, If the The laying waste of the church in Jerusalem and not material merely-—their allver and gold—but the 
universe had been conatructcd on mplnn that should the dispersion of the disciples meant the Mattering forces of national genius and character, the power 
have left no mystery for our minds to wrestle with, of seed, which was to lie widely and gloriously fruit- to Interpret and icalize the spirit of Christianity 
we should have been happier and the-world a better ful for (ho kingdom. The disciples went everywhere, How much Ime Christianity gained on Its western 
abode for men. Probably If we can have patience to not In silence and In fear but "preaching the march, subduing the peoples successively to its 
wait a little we shall be fully convinced llmt tile word" which was the power of Огні In their souls sway, and adding to Itself the forces of their national 
wisdom which determined the conditions of our lives and must find utterance, Philip, the Kvangallet— life and character, It " sucks the milk of thana- 
and the character of that Universe In wlilcli we-have like Btephtoone of the Seven—went down into ttona. " itvery race subdued to Chrlat adds to His 1 
our being Is higher than our wisdom as the heavens Samaria,ami through his word the power of God was glory and Hia power, in the nationa still uncon- 
are higher than the earth, graciously manifested to thd-iiamnritans, ,What verted great potential forces remain to be Incorpore

Among the questions which the Christian finds Philip did In Samaria others doubtless were doing sted In Christianity, and as the West is now carry- 
most perplexing ere those which have reference to with greater or less effect in oilier places, and so by ing the saving health of the gospel to the Real, so, 
hi# own experience and to that of oilier* making the dispersion of the disciples the Word of God was In the ages to come, the Bast shall doubtless send 
life's pilgrimage with liliti.. There lire so many multiplied mid Increased In far greater degree than back its riches to the West, 
things, he ssys, which mm niyslerloue on the would have been the case If the peace of the Jeriisa- . 
supposition of an almighty, Infinitely pitiful and Ієні church had remained unbroken, What the 
constant providence exercised over the ItvaaofOod'» church ns well as the Individual Christian has 
children If the Lord l« welching ovir us, sud alwnys'most reason to dread, Is not the open opposl- 
cerlng for us always, why In tut rote mid ia ilia tloti of enemies, but Die failure of that spiritual life 
hel|f sometimes eo strangely denied us? Why do within which Is essential to endurance whether In 
Iheaecrushing sorrows, these heart-breaking toubles, prosperity or In persecution. ; ■ |
com* upon us* Why !• one Christian's liK so full The meeting of the P.vnngallst and Million the 
of blUeroeaa and pain, while loanolhtr ihere aeems sorcerer, la Instructfvi and suggestive. Jusl what ,
to come only in in andptosptrlh ' Why l« prayer this man was wluii ail* hi practiced, whether or ' 1*1П,—that Greece, tinawed by the protesta of the

powers, hat taken active measures to settle thé 
question by force of arms. Collisions In several 
places are reported lietween the Creten Christiana 
and the Turkish soldiery. In some Instances it is 
stated the Insurgents have lawn supported by the 
Greek treope. The Insurgents are represented as 
hiving the beet of ihe fighting, and aa the Christian 
population In Crete largely out-numliera the Moslems 
Ihta is probable. Kxcltement rime high in Greece, 
The King and hia Government appear determined to 
disregard the protest of the Powers and to proceed 
with the oecfipatlon of Crete unless and until pre
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* * * *
Diving Impossibility.

* » » *

Affairs In Crete.
Prom the Information furnished by Kuropean 

despatches no very definite conclusions can be 
reached aa to the real attitude of the several Kuropean 
powers towards the question of Turkish or Grecian 
supremacy in Crete, One thing appears to be ear-

for Hfe or health or delivers lice sometimes so i,,,i his power was more Ihsn the skill of a cunning 
graciously answeredaed s.mvtltiit*égala»o strange conjurer, ihe narrative line# not eaplaln, line thing 
ly denied I

These questions cannot la fully sllslsiml Mow 
Often the disciple knowHli nut what lu» laud doilh 
lint wliat he-knows ni t ni w In shall know hsleeflsr

Huch mystery there has always liaen in ihe bletory ,,f some *up< i natural |- wtr Hut whatever waa the 
of God1» people An angel la sent to bring I’etse out wnin-e or ehat нmr of pinion Inducnre It aeema
of prison while James and Stephen die «I the bande «vident ■ ,, h ttint It • w » n.dhlng wholesome
of the pemi ulors, The ajostle» «xpetbnie тилу In II «,.* »i - dni,,,.ni i <, ,<■■ tin- healthful
a deliverance, blit at the last, If w, mat bells v* spirit ,d I. .1 .. . i-, • ....... with Phillip- vsry
tradition, they «II but one die the dealli of mailt re. ,|inw»nl front il» .4*1 »( Ji .0. Christ with Its A
Could not the land, who delivered l\tir, have enttgltiimn, 1 • -i , • i.os і'-'»ег WemVe , "У the combined force* of l.urope, It ha*

been represented that Greece has bten secretly en

le clear ; In had workeit siremgly upon tiw Imagina- 
in* 1 It- 11 - 1 » id 1-.id «,,» vieet reputation 
among them Amend end mystified liy his " sur 
eerlea," they hull eofiir III liganl hlm ss possessed

saved Jsme's and Stephen also, li-tild not to wild »rts niu-,-1 «1 «ni 11 і p <p , , long iminght .
preserved John from ntartyrdom Imvt-kept llieotliera light ми » ,s , I, ... I'liilip prewlalmwl *"d abeled bv Kuesla, but according to
Mao? tJuubtU Jaws Christ Wli 1 ilo wold l.irever needs i* nut ,*”r i'**P*tobn Rueslit Is assuming a hoatlteattltudi
but IÎ III--' will lu I ha I III ...Hid' 10,1 do - sot, nt, b„i „ I !.. limn wtH.guea ta ready to ojqmee by force Greece's project ol
wnatfitently with tit* brghefct'welfare of pits set *Ьтц git log It -mu that he himself la wane greet _«•!»••**«* Crete represented as
vents and of the cause which they delighted lo one, but the m».. who pre - hr, I'lulst j. n. a. laud ‘'Id1"»to* vigorously Ihe Gria. lsn .s-cupstlon oftb
ИГУЄ, Could not He who upiened the eyes of the ,,m| him.elf ss tin .. пені ,.f men f.u J«-«* ааке иУ*" , Pr'1*™lr,g lo tin- Power» to unit# In
blind have enured that till# man should not have Is the men who ministers to the w.utd'a in . d what Piraeus, the port of Athens In
died ‘t asked 111. skeptical Jews when basant» , re, s-.m <>in shows Unit Ho |и,,р|с reeog. "* u,, of , 'llr"'l*,v wlt" (1™«e end
was laid ill the grave " land, if thee hedst giaa ll.l. when 1. ........„.ud to tiwm IT**? optnb.u win tіg.u.nudy condemn any foreihl, •
been here , my brother had not died " we» tlie Yet It muât heeoofosd llmt even I* the midst of е“^*гепсе with Gnu e In refuence to her dwtgn-
eorrowful, lialf leprombful, cry of Martha amt of the boeeted civilisation ..I this gre.it ctntnry, men V* 1 * rt"t“d tllllt ,,<ж* **ll*nry lie# ad
Mary. The I,out could haw been there Its could ,,nd women exhibit a large 1 ajiaHty fin luring ,"e**ed * "y, ,r llole to lhl’ |H1wcrk fnvr,fln* ,№•
have kept '""i- l.azimi h........ . >ih 'lb 1 bi.se amazed .m.’ ' . ' . , ■ ' - that Жтоп the aoeerar, !" Greek prlneee 1
retire 1 that Ilia deal f. lend should die Was It that whenever he aiqieara, la pretty sure of having finery <>0v*rn"_7 . 11 fhe i-iuidltlmis ..f matte, 
h# loved l,a«arus and tils sisters less than he did,the considerable fuliowlng «I the border lietween Greek end Turkish tcrtilor
Centurion and others whose atoll lie had siived with |n the midst of tile persecution whltll laid waate *“1'* to **• ** lb.*"ttnlng Hint » serbuis соІІІік.

.a word r No He held back His hand from Ihta the ehwoh, the apoetles were so fkr sheltered from "toy *l any time I» repmied If this should оси.
miracle of healing In order that there might Im the storm tliat they ware able to remain lu Jera- I,n* can ',,fww what the ultimate result wdwl.'
another greater miracle, an infinitely rltln r révéla- ,e|„„ -Ще reason» for this remarkable fact are not *
tlon of lllmsell to tliat ulflii nd family of Hellieny, Mated, but It семи# evident that the wrath of the » » ♦ »
and through them to all believers, "Could not persecutors was directed particularly against the -It to not to he denied that a grand teat of 1 
Chrlat have saved Uaarus from dying, could not Hellenists, or Grecian Jews, who, after the example value of e system of belief, or a course of action 1 
Chrlat aeva you or me from iwrplexljy, from tompta- „f Htephen, were preaching the gospel on somewhat found In the fruits It produce» In those who accept or
tlon or from doubt ? *»rely, say# philips Ibook», broader Hues tlmn the apostle» bad yet conceived It, follow tt Mr, Moody took a strong position to d.

-і" Ч»*»1»*» w|,ldl tlielrlirwcr and and were thua hi a measure anticipating the position fonce of practical Chrletbr tty. when he said st In»
thalr higher answer, He eneld, Ьесаим the power ,lld the preaching oM'«„l, Mow bitterly Paul's meeting In I'n-.nimt Ten,pie, on Thuraduv last : M 
of Ittl end death wn» ... Hlm I n! the powci re. use doctrine was pposed even by Hebrew Chrlatlana, I» throw out thlachallenge to the Infidel*, 1 defy tin . 
the power depended upi .a other tilings, Udepended m4dc cvlden hi I, U'v1„»tks, and bow hateful to to find a man or a woman who baa obeyed the eon 
on the ««'•"■Ну which lay back of all things in those Jews who had no experience of the bond of »tondment# of Ood, and on whom the blessing of 
Jeeua te do the absolutely best thing,--not the common fellowship tn Christ, must have seemed the God has not fallen. "
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