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TROUBLE FEARED.

L& J

[umbermen ; *-~ Anxious
About Riv.: tiuditions.

Forty Millions of Feet of Logs Are
Lying ﬁetween Fredericton and
Seven Islands and May Run

Qut at Any Time.

T e

Lumbermen, not only in St. John,
but all along the river are seriously
worrying over the probability of a ca-
tastrophe in handling logs compared to
which that of two seasons ago will in
some respects be of miror importance.
In order to prepare for whatever con-
ditions may arise, the lumbermen held

a meeting yesterday forenoon and de-

rided to do at once everything which
will tend to lessen the probable loss.
It will be remembered that last
season 5,000,000 feet of logs were hung
up in the main river between Freder-
{cton and Grand Falls, and also that
35,000,000 feet were hung up on the

main river above Grand Falls, but be- |

low Seven Islands, and on the Aroos-
took. These logs are still in the river
and it is extremely probable that they
will come down with the first rain or
with the first run of ice. Between
Fredericton and Grand Falls there is
not sufficient ice to cover the river
and what there is, is only light. The
5,000,000 feet are scattered along in this
for the whole distance. Above Grand
Falls the ice is thinner and on this ac-
count is more liable to run out early.

Under ordinary conditions the ice be-
tween Grand TFalls and Fredericton
runs out from a week to ten days ear-
Jter than that on the upper waters and
should this occur during the present
zeason the danger now feared by the
lumbermen will be in a great measure
avoided. DBut owing to the present
astate of the ice, it is more than prob-
able that what now exists between
Grand Falls and Fredericton will be
the last to run out. If this should oc-
cur the 35,000,000 feet of logs above
Grand Falls will come with a rush to-
wards Fredericton, bringing with them
the small quantity of ice now existing
there. This rush will inevitably bring
away what ice there is below Grand
Falls and will also bring along the
6,000,000 feet in that section of ‘the
river. .

Two ‘years ago when this Sa-_‘n:"‘!...;d:«,
happened there was more ice in the
river and as it prevented the logs from
running very rapidly the lumbermen
had some time to prepare and were
able to save almost all of the logs.
That was the time when the bridges
at Fredericton were threatened with
destruction. This year they are not
waiting until the ice starts, but are
making all necessary arrangements
now.,

At the meeting held yesterday morn-
Ing it was decided to notify all per-
sons living along the river of the
threatening. danger and to ask them
all to assist in catching logs. All the
tug boats doing business in the river
have been notified to be ready for im-
mediate work; a thousand links of
boom have been ordered and all other
necessary equipment ¢-ranged for. J.
Fraser Gregory will probably be given
charge of the work of handling these
logs, but this is to be finally decided
at a second meeting.

MAY RESIGN AT ONCE.

John Charlton Said to De About to
Step Down.

TILONSBURG, Ont., March 9.—It is
stated here that the resignation of
John Charlton, M. P. for North Nor-
folk, will be in the hands of the speak-
er before the end of this week and
that a writ for a new election is to be
issued forthwith. The liberal candi-
date, will, it is said, be H. B. Donly
of Simcoe. Local liberals disclaim any
knowledge, but conservatives believe
the report well founded and will make
a fight for the constituency when op-
ened. Mr. Charlton’s continued illness
gives his friends much anxiety.

_VERY POOR GAS. *

Many, Complaints Mades About What
is Supplied in St. John.

ihe corporation which = supplies

gas light to the city of St. John ex-
acts almost the highest prices paid in
Canada, and furnishes about the poor-
est gas that is supplied in any, city of
the size of St. John in the dominion.
In Montreal there is an agitation for
76 cent gas, and the prices new paid
iin Montreal and Toronto are little
! more than half the charge here. The
quarterly gas bill rendered in St. John
would seem to be high if the gas were
good, but $1.85 per thousand, with 10
cents off for cash, is held to be too
steep for gas that gives a candle power
§s close to the minimum standard as
the law allows. In keeping close to
the dead line the company passed it
twice last year, or rather there were
two occasions when the official read-
ings found the standard too high for
the light. Various unofficial readings,
| reported by persons who tried to read
. books by gas. light, indicate many
more than two lapses. Out of 44 cities
and towns in Canada enumerated in
i the official reports only three -were
twice or more times reported below
the standard. Those were $St. John,
Fredericton and Charlottetown,

The Sun has never heard so much
i complaint about the quality of gas or
| the size of the gas bills as this year.

There is a fair chance that if somé ac-
tion is not taken to improve the qual-
, ity of the light, and to reduce the cost,
an agitation for municipal ownership
; will arise and prevail

Those who complain cannot see why

gas should be dear and bad in St.

John. Coal is cheaper here than in
{ Toronto or Montreal. The citizens get
‘nothing out of the gas franchise. The

company has an absolute monopoly

both of gas and electric light, public
and private, and is therefore sure of

a good business.

For further information Manager

Earle of the Street Railway Co. was

seen. He says that he can see no rea-
json why persons should complain
about the quality of gas supplied, for
the gas as it now leaves the station is
better than it was at this time last
wvear. This can be seen by the rec-
ords in the gas inspector’s office. The
company uses the best coal procur-
able. The price charged he does not
consider high. Mr. Earle thfnks that
perhaps the weather has had some ef-
fect on the quality of the gas, as many
pipes have been frozen.,

Enquiry at the gas inspector’s office
showed that the mean candle power
for February last was 17.17, which is
1.17 above the standard fixed by law.
This is an average of six readings,
none of which fell below 16 candle
power.

An examination of the record shows
that the monthly averages for the
vear ending June 30th, 1803,  were:
uly? 16:83; August, 16:42; September,
16.76; October, 16.90; November, 16.91;
December, 17.08; January, 17.25; Feb-
ruary, 18.08; March, 17.48; April, 16.86;
May, 17.38; June, 17.30.

On. two occasions did the power fall
below the standard. In July a read-
ing of 15.96 was taken and in August
it once dropped to 15.90.

The average for the past month was
.91 below that of the corresponding
month of last year and was also .09
lower ‘ than the average during the
year ending June, 1903.

In upper Canadian cities the illum-
inating power of gas is as a rule high-
er than in the maritime provinces, but
even in the province towns the gas
used here ranks lowest. In Frederic-
ton the highest average candle power
recorded was 18.13 and the lowest 16.01;
Moncton, highest .21.70, lowest 16.49;
Halifax, highest 1853, lowest 16.25}
P’~tou, highest 18.90, lowest 17.21; Yar-
mouth, highest 19.12, lowest 17.70; and
Charlottetown, highest 21.44, - lowest
16.00. In St. John the highest was
18.08 and the lowest 16.42.

A NOBLE GIFT.

LONDON, March 9.—There is much
speculation as to whether Lord Strath-
cona or Lord Mount Stephen is not the
anonymous donor of a further gift of
23,330 pounds yearly towards the mak-
ing of London hospitéls self-support-
ing, which the Prince of Wales an-
nounces.

Lord Strathcona, when asked point
black today, smilingly answered: “I
have not read the papers and was not
at yesterday’s meeting.”

The prince expressed deep gratitude
for the gift.

Beiting, Red Strip Rubber,
Goodhues’ Leather, Milo Canvas,
Jenkins' Genuine Valves,
Files, Waste, Saws, 0ils,
Packing, Emery Wheels.
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W.H.Thorne & Co.,Ltd.

MarKket Square, St. John.

P. E "ISLAND
LIQUOR- DEALER
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Who for Some Time Has
Been Seriously i,

9

Promises, if He Recovers, to Retire
Permanently from Business—A
Breezy Lot of News from
the lce-bound Province.

L & 4

CHARLOTTETOWN, March 7.—Ope of the
most important industries in this province
is that of dairying. In it our farmers are
generally engaged, and together with the

.supplementary revenue derived from the hog

industry, it forms a large share of our re-

ceipts. Last year there were manufactured
in this province 2,729,556 pounds of cheese,
net value, $220,769. The milk received for
cheese manufacture was 29,836,622 pounds.
From 12,539,679 pounds of milk there were
manufactured 566,647 pounds of butter, net
value, $87,707. Last summer was a very un-
favorable year for dairying as pasturage was
unsually short and corn and root crops were
almost a failure. The above results, then,
under the circumstanges, are gratifying to
all. 4 -

John Ryan of Charlottetown, has returned
from Boston, where he had been in connec-
tion with the case against his brother, Cy-
rus L. Ryan, held for the murder of the
Chinaman in Hanover. Mr. Ryan feels as-
sured that his brother will be easily ac-
quitted. The accused was eager for his trial
at the earliest possible opportunity and one
of the best lawyers in Boston has been en-
gaged to defemd him.

There are persistent rumors to the effect
that the dominion government has purchas-
ed Poole’s wharf, which has beeam used dur-
ing the past few years by the Plant Line.
This will make the Davies site for the sta-
tion more probable and also lead to railway
extensien along the water front, both of
which proposals have been advocated in these
columns.

A congregational meeting will be held in
Zion church Thursday evening next for the
purpose of moderating in a call to a minis-
ter. Two different clergymen has preached
in this church since it became vacant last
fall, The next one to be heard is Rev. A.
B. McLeod of Springton, P. B. I, who
preached i1, St. Andrews church, St. John, a
couple of weecks ago. Mr. MeLeod was gold
medallist list. May from the Presbyterian Coi-
lege at Montreal, and also won the Morrice
Travelling Fellowship of $500. Since then he
has been studying ih Europe. - It will be re-
membered that Mr. McLeod was shot in the
head last summer by a London Hooligan
and spent some time in a hospital.

Charlottetown Division, No. T4 Order of
Rallroad Telegraphers have elected the fol-
lowing officers for next year: c. T, D
Montgomery; F. C. T., H. McEwen; S. C. T.,
J. J| Trainor; H. T., W. H. Slackford; mar-

shall, H. C. Hodgson; F. 8., L. H. Douglas;-

0. 8., J. McQuaid; board of adjustment, D.
Montgomery, J. A. Kelly, H. McEwen.

James Hughes of Charlottetown, who went
west on the harvest excursion last year, had
a thrilling experience a few weeks ago.
While travelling from Winnipeg to Vermil-
lion Bay, West Ontario, where he and a
number of others were to begin work in the
lumber camps, about a dozen of them lost
their way in the snow. They wandered for
five days, suffering greatly in the intense
cold, and finally came uponr some Indians
who cared for them. They were badly frozen
and one of the number went insane.

The Kings County Orange Lodge has ap-
pointed the following officers. Co. master,
Robert Whiteway, Murray River; Co. Dep.
Master, Norman J. McPherson, Brooklyn;
Co. Chap., Henry Comptom, Iris; Co. Rec.
Sec., Norman C. Stewart, Caledonia; Co. Fin.
Sec., Dan A. McLend, Irls; Co. Treas., Alex.
J. McLeod, Valleyfield, East; Co. D. of C.,
Malcolmy J. Stewart, Caledonia; Lec., Angus
J. McPherson, Glen William; D. Lec., Mal-
colm L. McPhee, Heartendale.

At the adjourned annual meeting of the
Marine Biological Board, held at Ottawa, the
work of the biological station at "Malpeque
was discussed. The assistant director, Prof.
Wright, reported that very valuable obser-
vations om the causes af deterioration in the
oyster beds of Prince Edward Island had
been made and that a new system of fatten-
ing the oysters on lays and on bouhoits was
being tried. This system, it is anticipated,
will matérially increase tne size and quality
of the oyster.

The cougregation of St. Peter’s cathedral
have decided to erect a rectory at an esti-
mated cost of $4,000.

R. E. Smith, formerly vice-principal of
Queen square school, has heen appointed
principal of the high schoo! at Hagkinson,
North Dakota.

At the annual meeting of the Charlotte-
town Steam Navigation Co. the following
were elected directors: Capt. Wm.. Richards,
Benj. Rogers, A. E. Ings and F. W. Hales.

Lulu Perey of Summerside, aged 18 years,
attempted suicide a few days ago by taking
carbolic acid. Medical ald was quickly
‘ummoned and it was found that the girl
had not taken sufficient. to.cause death.

John McKenna and John Offer have each

paid their fines of $200 for second offences |

against 1 _.e prohibitory Ilaw. Counaillor
Angus McDonald, who has been evading the
service of a third offence summons for some
weeks, has been seriously ill with pneumonia.
His father, Gabriel McDonald, who has lived
with him, died a few days ago. In view of
these facts, Inspector Jenkins wrote Mrs.
McDonald a letter of sympathy and stated
that he had withdrawn the case against
him. Mr. Jenking has won much sympathy
from heretofore indifferent quarters by so do-
ing and his ‘action is generally regarded as
commendable. Mr. McDonald has stated that
if his health is restored he will retire per-
manently from the businees. :

Neil McKinnon of Summerside, is recover-
ing from a paralytic stroke.

Coun. W. W. Clark has entered upon his
new duties as city clerk succeeding Mayor
H. M. Davison. Mr. Olark will probably be
succeeded ‘at the oguncil board by Dr. Gor
don T. Alley.

The young men of the stirring village of
Sourls have orgarized a-band. The follow-
ing are the officers: Musloal director, Dr.

A. A, McLellan; bandmaster, L. E. Shaw;
president, Dr. J. C. Houston; sec. treas.,
John E. McDonald.

Charles Clow leaves in about a week on
return to Humboldt, Minhesota, after several
weeks' visit to his former home on Prince
Hdward Island. Mrs . Clow went to Minne-
sota in 1879 and now he has three other
brothers located there, two of them farm-
ing 640 acres each. Mr. Clow is a member
of the board of county commissioners, which
body is elected for a term of four years. Mr.
Clows ‘has also served as clerk of the court
for' two years, as county surveyor for four
years, as town assessor for nine years and
as town supervisor for three years.

A sad incident in comnection with the de-
tention of our winter steamers may well be
recorded "here. About two years ago John
McNeill, son of Roderick McNeill, of Vernon
River, left for the Northwest to seek his
fortune. During the past year his parents
had not heard from him, until a few days
ago when they learned .that he had died at a
boarding house in Pictou while waiting to
cross in the Minto to his hgme. It is mow
known that ill-health overtook him in the
west and that he left there in an endeavor
to reach his home to die.

Many friends are welcoming home again
Capt. John Murchison and Mate George Mec-
Lean of the wrecked schooner James W. She
was lost while on a,trip from Halifax to
Port of Spain with & load of lumber. )

Recent deaths in this province include
Mrs. Thomas Hessian of Georgetown, aged
52; William McZenzie of Carleton, Lot 6,
aged 84; Mrs. Duncan Ferguson of Hamp-
ton; Mrs. Duncan Cole of Fountain Road,
aged 94; Mrs. James McGrath of North Car-
leton, aged 60; Angus McMillan of New Ar-
man, aged 31; Mrs. James McCormack of
St. George's, aged 64; James B. Palmer of
Victoria, aged 87; Anna Mathieson, of New
Glasgow Road, aged 56; Mrs. Ann Crgjg of
Kensington, aged 71; Mrs. Donald Macpher-
son, aged T1; Alexander (Allan) McDonald,
aged 81; Mrs. James Wilson of Summerside,
aged 63; Mrs. Duncan MacDonald of Little
Sands, aged 43; Mrs. Klizabeth Kennedy
Henderson of Charlottetown, aged 80, moth-
er of S. A. McLean of this town; Mrs. Ed-
win Darby of Abram’s Village, aged 81;
Edward MacKenzie of Cablehead, aged 84;
Mrs. Charles Dingwell of Marie, aged €9;
John French of Tyron, aged 69; Annie Hardy
of Casumpec Village, Lot 6; Mrs. Joseph
Warren of Clyde River, ag®d 67; Mrs. Geo.
Turner of Winslow, aged 92; Mrs. Henry
Philips of Port Hill; Mrs. Jane Jack of May-
fleld, aged 74; Mrs. W. F. Morris of Char-
lottetown, aged 75; James Patrick Flabrav-
en, of Kensington, azed 7; John Simpson,
aged 21 years, son of Dr. Stewart Simpson
of New Glasgow; Albert Simpson of French
River; Mrs. John Barbour of Alma; Hugh
Squarebriggs of Alberton; William Carr-
athers, of Tignish; Frederick Nicholson of
Millton Cross, aged 25; Mrs. Jariah Baker of
Marie; Henry J. Pineau, of Ebbsfleet, Prince
Co., aged 38, at one time a member of the
local legislature; James O’Neil of Brook-
ville, aged 36; Allen Bethune of Rose Valley,
aged 11 years.

Our local legislature will meet on March
24th. But on the 16th inst. a by-election will
be held in Charlottetown and another in St.
Peters. Ex-mayor Warburton and Coun. P.
S. Brown are the candidates in Charlotte-
town and Thomas Kickham and James Mc-
Isaac in St. Peters. It is probable that Dr.
Warburton, the liberal candidate, will carry
Charlottetown, and that Editor McIsaac, the
conservative candidate, will carry St. Peters.

Merchants report a very dull season’s
trade. During January mnd February the
cold was the most severe for the last forty
years and the roads were almost impassable.
But now there are indications of a revival
in trade. The produce market is improving.
Dressed hogs bring 6 cents and live hogs
43, cents for best quality. Oats are 30 cents
and baled hay from $10.50 to $11.50 per ton.
Potatoes are worth from 25 to 30 cents.

Sydney papers report that L. E. Prowse
of Prowse Bros., Charlottetown, has retired
from the active managemept of Prowse Bros.
and Crowell, general merchants, Sydney.
Prowse Bros. will retain one-half interest
in the business and Fred Crowell will be
sole manager.

This spring is witnessing a heavy travel
to the Canadian west. Among those who
have gone are J. B. Rendle and wife, to
Vancouver; Peter McDonald and his brether,
of Covehead, to Vancouver; Bright Balderson
and wife of North Wiltshire, to Vancouver;
Robert Yeo of Alberton, to Edmonton; Rev.
D. B. Reid of Kelly’s Cross has gone to Nor-
folk, Va., for the benefit of his health. Capt.
Ronald McMillan has gone on a seal fishing
expedition; Midfs Tina Sullivan on a visit to
Ottawa.

Recent marriages in this province include
Edith Morgan of Charlottetown, and Fred-
erick Rogers, formerly of London, Englang;
Ethe] Gardiner and Ernest Newcombe, both
of Mortram; Margaret Jane Burke and Jos.
S. Campbell, both of St. Margaret's; Lizzie
Crockett of York, and Ambrose Rudd of Mii-
ton; Jennie McMurdo and George E. Paton,
both of Montrose; Lottie May Dockendorff
of North River, and Benjamin Morrison of
Reégina; John Daniel McIntyre and Catherine
B. McKinnon, both of Monticello; Agnes
Simpson of Hope River, and Robert J, An-
derson of Stanley Bridge; Christina Mar-
garet McDonald and Leonard Mooney, both
of Greenvale; Melinda Jane Webster of Mo-
rell, and Charles Hayden Vanl Iderstine of
Midgell Mills; Annie May Campbell and Lee-
ming Moses Peardon, all of Montague; Ro-
bert Hardy of Montrose, and Clara L. Elils
of Ellislie; William H. Rose and Pearl Ken-

ney, both of Summerside; Frank Bernard and -

Ella Craig, both of French River; Mark
Smith and Emily Trainor, both of Kelly’'s
Cross.

Parties returning to this province include
Mrs. Malcolm McDonald of Georgetown; Pet-
er McDoneald, formerly with the Merchants’
Rank of P. E. Island, and now of Montreal,
to “visit friends here; Mr. and Mrs. Pea-
cock, from England, to visit their daugh-
ter, Mrs. A. W. P. Gourlie; Joseph Poole
of Boston, to his home in Charlottetown,
laid up with a broken ankle.

e e

A BIG PRICE.

———

American Company Paid $1,500,000
for the Montreal Locomotive
Woerks.

MONTREAL, March 9.—Details an-
nounced of the purchase of-the plant
of the Locomotive and Machine Com-
pany, Ltd., of Montreal, by the Am-
erican Locomotive Company, show
that the price paid was $1,500,000. Of
this $400,000 will be used to retire bonds
of the company and $450,000 to pay
various creditors, the balance, payable
in four per cent. bonds, going to ven-
dors. The American Locomotive Com-
pany officials announce that.an addi-
tional $500,000 will be expended upon
the plant, that two thousand men will
be employed, and that the capacity of
the works to begin with will be one
hundred and fifty locomotives per an-
num. :

 THE TROUBLE BEGINS.
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The Fourth Session of the Ninth Parliament
" Opened Yest»erday.'}
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Mr. Belcourt, Member for

Ottawa, Chosen Speaker--

Announcement of Dr. Daniel’s Election Received
With Great Applause---Quite a Fashionable = -

Attendance at the Geremonies.

o g

OTTAWA, March 10.—The commons
this aftémoon elected as its speaker
for the remainder of the present par-
liament N. A. Belcourt, of Ottawa.
Ther ¢ was a good presentation of
members on both sides vyhenv shortly
after three o’clock, Colonel Smith, ser-
geant-at-arms, brought in the mace.
The speaker’s chair was vacant and
the only man who seemed to be in
authority along with the sergeant was
Mr. Flint, the clerk, who occupied his
usual place at the head of the table
immediately in front of the speaker’s
dais. The commoners waited in ex-
pectancy for the arrival of black rod.
The three loud raps were given, Col.
Smith grabbed the mace and went to
investigate the noise. Having satisfled
himself upon the point, the s‘ergea.nt
faced around and informed Mr. Flint
that a messenger was in waiting from
his honor the lieutenant governor.

“Admit the messenger,” said the
clerk and the new black rod, Captain
Chambers, looking spick and span in
new official costume, entered. His
bow was equal to that of a courtier

of the time of Queen Elizabeth. That
he favorably impressed the house was
evident from the loud applause which
greeted his announcement that the de-

‘puty .governor wanted to see the com-

moners in the senate ¢chamber. Then
nearly everybody trooped over to the
upper house. That body had.met at
2.30 with abbut thirty senators in at-
tendance. The only businesg transact-

ed previous to the arrival of the de-:

puty governor was the swearing in of
Wm. Mitchell, who take the place of
the late Senator Cochrane as one of
the eastern townships representatives.
Then Chief Justice Tachereau, deputy
governor, entered the senate chamber,
being accompanied by Capt. Graham,
A. D. C., taking his seat on the throne.
Speaker Power on his behalf instruct-
ed the black rod to summeon the com-
moners and it was on this imstruction
that the space behind the bar in the
senate chamber was filled up with the
representatives of the people in the
lower house.

Once more Speaker Power had his
say. He told the commoners that *his
excellency the governor general did
not see fit to Geclare the causes of

summoning of the present parliament |

of Canada until a speaker of the
thouse of commons shall have been
chosen according to law, but tomorrow
at the hour of three ¢’clock, his ex-
cellency will declare the cause of his
calling this parliament,”
the commoners returned to their own
chamber.

Certainly the house proceedings at-
tracted more attention than the sen-
ate today. The galleries were well fill-
ed, the speaker’s gallery being crowd-
ed. Lady Laurier with a nunfber of

friends, including Mrs. Belcourt, oc-'!

cupied the front row. ‘When the prime
minister entered the chamber he was
given rounds of applause from both
sides.

ing the recess, when he intimated that
such gentlemen as, K Madore, Bernier
and Fraser had vacated their seats by
reason of having accepted offices. As
the names of new members were read
out, they were cheered by the lib-

erals and. conservatives as the name.

might happen to be that of one side
or.the other. It was noted that the
applause from the ministerial benches
was in inverse ratio to the size of the
majority which the member had ob-
tained at the by-election. In the case
of Blanchet, for St. Hyacinthe, . who
comes in with a majority of 186, when
the late member had a majority of ov-
er one -thousand, one solitary grit
member on the back benches was ob-
served to applaud.

The conservatives recelved the
names of Messrs, Armstrong and Don-
nelly with great applause, but upon
Dr. Daniel’s name being announced,
they broke out into prolonged cheer-
ing. Then there followed the some-
what unusual custom of six new mem-
bers—Brodeur, Emmerson, Lemieux,
Blanchet, Gervais and Rivet—walking
in and taking their seats. Each had
previously taken the oath and signed
the roll and was within his constitu-
tional rights to take his seat without
formal introduction.

Seeing that the house was still with-
out a speaker, Sir Wilfrid Laurier rose
and addressing himself to Mr. FHnt,

said that during the recess it had been -

the pleasure of His Bxcellency the

whereupon;

Mr. Flint arose and announced
the vacancies which had occurred dur-:

namely, dignity and impartiality.
They had reason to believe that the
same qualities would be found in the
person of Mr, Belcourt, member for
Ottawa, and therefore, for that reason
he offered the name of Belcourt as a
fit and proper person to be speaker.
The motion was seconded by Sir Rich-
ard Cartwright.

Mr. Borden said he believed that the
gentleman whose name had been pro-
posed was in every way worthy of the
confidence which the house proposed
to confer upon him. The dignity
which was to be conferred was great,
but the responsibilities were not less
great., The speaker represented those
with whom he was politically associ-
ated, but also those who sat on the
dpposition side of the house; and in
that sehse he stood between the ma-
Jority and minority as to the honor
and dignity of parliament. He believ-
ed that Mr. Belcourt possessed not
only the necessary dignfty and learn-
,ing, but also the wisdom and tact.

The motion having been carrfed un-
animously, the speaker-elect was con-
ducted to the chair,

The new speaker, standing on the
upper step of the dais, first addressed
the house in French and then in Eng-
lish. He said he wished to convey to
the house his humble and grateful ac-
knowledgment of the great honor
which had just been conferred upon
him. ., With the co-operation of the
house and with the determination on
his own part to exercise the strictest
impartiality, and with the example of
his predecessors, he hoped that in his
hands the honor and dignity of the
house would always be preserved and
maintained by him. (Leud cheers.)

The house adjourned tit tomorrow.

Dr. Daniel was sworn in this morn-
ing, and will be intreduced . tomorrow.

FASTER THAN FOSTER.

Prisoners in Yarmouth Capture a
Companion Who Tried to Escape.

HALIFAX, March 10.—~While at
work in the jail yard at Yarmouth,
‘William Foster, cook of the Lurcher
lightship, imprisoned for stealing ships
stores, broke away, climbed the fence,
and ran away. Other prisoners work-
ing with him gave chase and half a
mile down the road caught him and
{ brought him back.

The str. Senlac is unable to leawe

;Ya.rmouth on account of ice and high
| winds. She will wait till tha weather
! moderates.
Mr, Giffin is working hard in Guys-
{ boro and is holding successful meet-
ings. One surprising thing in the cams=
paign is the participation of govern-
ment officials, who are Sinclair’s prin-
i cipal workers, Half a dozen of them
i are the chief canvagsers. They ap-
pear to forget about the man with the
axe. It is a strange commentary on
grit preaching to find pgrty affairs run
as they are here by government offi-
cials. It will not be hard to decide
what to do with such persons a few
months after this when the govern-
ment is defeated.

DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF.

Internal Dissension in the Sydney and
Glace Bay Railway Co.

HALIFAX, March 9.—Different in-
terests in the Sydney and Glace Bay
Ralilway Co. are at loggerheads. The
Dominion Coal Company’s interests
have brought an action in the name
of the Sydney and Glace Bay Co. It
appears that no authority was ever
given by the stockholders or the di-
rectors for the action to be brought in
the name of the company, and as the
directors are two and two, and the
stock is equally held, a motion was
made by the Boston interests to strike
out the name of the Sydney and Glace
Bay Co. as plaintiff for the reason that
it was used without authority. The
Yudgment delivered in Halifax today
is that the motion is postponed until
a meeting of the stockholders is held,
but no relief can be got from them,
for half the stock is held by conflict-
ing interests. In the meantime the in-
Junction restraining the company from
doing certain things stands, the appli-
cation having given right of way to
injunction. g

Governor General to call to the privy |

council and to the cabinet Mr. Bro-
deur, who had been- elected speaker
at the commencement of this parlia-
ment. .The first duty of this house
was, therofere, to elect his successor.
He beliéved he was vdicing the senti-
ment of both sides when he said that

Mr. Brodeur hdd discharged the duties |

of his high office in a manner emi-
nently satisfactery to all, and that in
the discharge of those duties he had
displayed- qualities which should ‘be

inherent in the occupant of that office,

MORE THAN MR. BLAIR GETS.

WASHINGTON, March  10. — President
Roosevelt has fixed the salaries of the.Isth-
mian canal commission at $12,000 per year
and in addition thereto $15 per day while
they are on the isthmus.

i Chronic Constipation surely cured or
monéy back. LAXA-CARA TABLETS
pever fail. Small, chocolate coated,

,easyto take. Price, 35 cents. At drug-

gists, i
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CHAMBERLAIN

LR

Forces Balfour to Back
Down.

<>

He Controls the Situation and the

Premier Evades an Im-

portalit Issue.

* S

LONDON, March 9.—During the dise
cussion of the army estimates in the
house of commons tonight Premier
Balfour said that so long as the army
home defences were maintained in an
adequate condition any inVvasion of
this country by an organized force cap-
able of reducing it to submission was
merely & dream. But no man could
blind himpelf to the fact that circum-
stances in the KEast were making
Great Britain“a great continental pow-
er, conterminous with another: great
military power and these circumstancesa
must be taken into account in framing
the British armya.estimates.

LONDON, March 9.—In the house of
commons tohight Duncan V. Pirie,
liberal, after calling attention to the4
public utterahces of Chancellor of the
Exchequer Austen Chamberlain, and
otier members of the government, oni
the fiiscal question, moved “that this
house, noting the continued agitation
in favor of protective or preferential
tariffs, which is encouraged by the
language used by certain of his ma«
Jesty’s ministers, deems it necessary td
express its condemnation of any such
policy.” %

Mr. Pirie’s motion was debated fomr
three hours, and the arguments covers
ed mainly the previous ground of fise
cal discussion. Herbert H. Asquith,
the principal opposition speaker, drew
from Premier Balfour the admi:ssion
that he had withdrawn the oo e -
dum presented to the cabinet advocats
ing preferential tariffs and a tax om
food.

The' premier repeated his staten:-at
that .a. general election precedes any
fundamental change in the fiscal policy.
Hs said he did not believe the country
would accept any fiscal arrangement
with the colonies involving the taxa-
tion of food and contended that union-
ists who desired to go further than
that were entitled to their view, but
that they need not therefors vote
against the government.

Mr, Pirie’s motion was rinally re-
jected by 289 votes to 243, and loud op-
position cheers greeted the reduction
in the government majority. A nums-
ber of free food unionists supported
Mr, Pirie and some protectionists ab-
stained from voting.

The fiscal controversy took on &
new phase today, which showed the
strength of the Chamberlain party.

As an offset to the motion made in
the house of commons by Mr. Pirie,
Mr. Balfour put up a conservative
member of the house, John T. Whar-
ton, to move an amendment ‘“‘approv-
ing the ministerial declarations of the
fiscal policy, as including neither a
general system of protection, nor pre-
ference based on the taxation of food.”

Chamberlainites to the number of

' one hundred held & hurried and in-

formal meeting this evening, and as
a result they intimated to the govern-
ment that unless the Wharton amend-
ment be withdrawn they would ab~
stain from voting on the Pirie mo-
tion.

As this would almost certainly hava
fed to the defeat of the government;
Mr., Wharton’s amendment was withe
drawn.

This incident proves that Premlien
Balfour can hold office only by ®6n«
sent of the pronounced protectionists.

THE LUMBER CUT.

S

Hauling About Over and Preparations
Now Being Made for Driving.

e

The latest advices from the uppen
waters of the river are to the effect
that in the woods, where in ordinary
seasons there is usually from five to
six feet of snotw, there is now only
two and a half feet. This is not near-
ly enough for successful driving, and
the lumbermen will have to depend to
a great extent on heavy spring rains,
which may or may not come. It is
said@ that there is practically no ice on
the upper waters of the river. - Sand
bars aré bare, with the grass waving
over them¢ and logs are lying on the
flats looking just as they did last fall.
Work is practically finished in the
woods, as the hauling is done, and men
are now getting ready for driving.
The hauling will be finished inside of
a week and brook driving will com-
mencé about the middle of April.

This has been a good winter on the
St. John River so far as work in the
woods is concerned. Wages have
been high. Supplies as a rule have
been expensive, although some articles
have not cost as much as last year.

The cut is estimated at 140,000,000,
which is perhaps a trifle larger than
the last year. Added to these will be
at least 40,000,000 hung up from last
season, which will bring the total up to
180,000,000, the largest which has been
for many years. From the northern
part of the province and some parts of
Quebec it is reported that lumber op-
erators have been greatly impeded by
snow and that the cut will be much
smaller than usual, as men and teams
had to leave the woods long before the
usual time to quit.

Some North Shore operators say
that they had no more snow than use-
ful, and that the steady cold weather
has been greatly to their advantage.

A Cumberiland county Iumberman
states thatghis firm found the weather
conditions more favorable than in any
other recent year. For almost tha
first time In his experience in working
portable mills he got his lumber cut,
sawn and hauled to the shipping point
before the winter broke up.




