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BIRD LIFE OF
THIS ISLAND

iNTERESTING ADDRESS
ON NATURAL HISTORY

iy —————

H. F. Pullen Entertains Mem-
bers of Local Society Last
Evening.

A well attended meeting of the mem-
bers of the:Ndtural History Society
was held Monday when a paper was
read ofi the *“Bird Life o6f Vancouver
islapd llustrated by about 70 original
lime-Hght pictures, Most of the pic-
tures Wwere taken in the neighborhood
of the efty. In mtroducjng the subject
the apeaker said: ‘

“No less than 212 :vaviefies of birds
have been identified on ' Vancouver
Island, and, doubtless when the feath-
ered visitors to the central and north-
ern end of the Island have been prop-
erly studied a great many more will
be found. Some of the birds simply
call for a short time on their way
r.orth or south, but a large number
nest here and return to the south to
spend the winter. Only a few remain
all winter, among them being the
Western winter wren, sevéral of the
woodpeckers, some of the meadow
larks, robins, crows, ravens, Sparrows
and the game birds.

“Most of the birds that come here
or that live here are useful, some as
scavengers, such as the gulls and
crows; but most of them because they
devoul countless numbers of destruc-
tive insects, while a few are killers of
vermin.

“No bird so far as can be ascer-
tained is entirely harmful. During the
past summer hundreds of robins were
shot by the fruitgrowers in the neigh-
borhood of Victoria because they
evinced A a preference for the straw-
berries and ether fruits, yet this bird
lives almost' wholly on worms and in-
sects. .The crow is-often shot for kill-
ing chickens’or stealing -fruit, yet he
eats insects in large numbers. The
farmers in some parts of Vancouver
Island complain loudly of .the rayagaes
of the pheasant, yet this bird is usual-
1y looking for insects when he.invades
the . potato hill or scratches out the

grain, The jay is.a‘thief, but even he:

is not all bad. One of the most useful
of the insect-saters is:the woodpeckery
yet he is sometimes destroyed because
he insists on trying to dig holes into
the gable of & house. /
“During the few years that Vancou-
ver Island has beén inhabited by white
people several varieties of birds hayve
been acclimated. Of these the phems-
ants were 1ntroduceg from China;’ the
guail. both. meuntain..and valley;. fIom

California; ' “and ‘the “gKyldrks' and|
house sparrows. from ¥mngland. | THé

former, which were introduced by. this
society,. have ‘' succeeded wonderfally
well, and may be heard .singing. af al-
most any time in the fields between
the Jubilee Hospital and Mount .Tol-
ie. .They' have scattered 'somewhat,
aving been heard also at Gerdon
Head and Cadbero Bay.

The house sparrow, more commonl?
known as the English sparrow, 'is
ugually a subject for the anathemas
of the ornithologist, but I have nothing
egainst him, having never found him
guilty of bad - behaviour, although I

must ‘ believe those ‘whe say he’' does

not always treat the less vigorous na-
tive races well,. He iz a type of the
Anglo-8axon, for he goes in .to conguer
wherever he sets his foot, is very com-
monly. unscrupulous in dealing with his
lesg powerful rivals, and does not al-
ways make 'a living in as'clean a man-
ner as could be desired. Yet he is a
sturdy fellow wearing his black cravat
with & jaunty air, enjoying life all the
time, ‘éven ‘when he is- fighting -and
braving the. rigors of our winter, a8
well as delighting in the balmy airs
of summer. He lives in the midst of
the cities, gathering his food ‘from the

streets and chattering and scolding

within a few feet of the passers by.
He is a friend of mine this English
sparrow, for he is the most, intensely
human of all the bird family. 5
“Arrivals from the countries of Eu-
rcpe talk about the bird song of their
home iand and the scarcity of bird life
here. This to some extent ig true, for
the thick woods do not invife the song’
birds, and the flelds are still scarce,
and probably have not yet been found
by many birds that would like to. make
their homes fn them. In the older set-
tled districts, however, .such as the
neighborhood of Victoria, many birds
mest during the summer, and it is
princlpally these which: ] wish to illus-
trate to-nlght They seem to delight
in building their nests xight inside of
the city or on its outskirts. They are
wonderfully trusting, but often their
trust is betrayed. “While 1arge mumbers
safely hatch and rear their families,
mortality is high among the young, for
they have many enemies. Notionly are
there boys and cats to avoid, but
snakes, hawks, owls and other enemies
are to be avoided. Often when a boy
finds a nest_ he so. disarranges the
Jeaves and boughs which. surround it
that when the mext owl ‘er other hird
f prey comes along it is immediately
scen and the young, if not the mother
bird hersélf, is killed. Half-grawn
hirds, too, usually leave the nest if
frightened and then  they become an
easy prey to any of their enemies.”.

LOST MINE. LOCATED.

Skeleton Clue té Rich' Property - in
Idaho.” :

Boise, Idaho, Nev. - 30.—Prospectors
throughout Idaho ‘are preparing for a
spring rush to the Bruneau country, a
somewhat isolated district,, where one
of the famous “lost mines” of the west
has just been relocated, “For 80 years
there has been a tradition of a sheeps
herder who came to civilization with
samples of quartz. yellow with free
gold and told his friemds oft a great
ledge from which the mﬁ" were
taken. Starting back alone; he disap-
J’fllfd and was never heard of again.

he finding of a skeleton recently in
the region where the shepherd ranged
¢Aused a revival of the story and the
renewed search for the ledge.

DOWNWARD TENDENCY
IN GRAIN FREIGHTS

Halewood and Senator Still
Disengaged, the Former
Alone at Esquimalt.

General indications seem to point to
the ship Halewood being left for an-
other year at Esquimalt harbor, where
she has been leading a lonely life since

the : Senator went away to Bremerton.

This vessel missed getting a charter
last year and is still lying in the har-
:bor idle, but all'ready to move at two
days’ notice. »The*Sqnator moved: to
Puget Sound in the hope of getting a
charter, but failed and is still' waiting
there. Speaking of the prospects. the
San Francisco Daily Commercial News
says:

According to exporters there will be
very few ships chartered for, grain un-
til after the first of the year, and there
is also a strong belief on the part of
the exporters that there will be a de-
cline in rates by that time, as the
markets abroad do not justify paying
the present union freight rate. There
are about thirteen vessels under char-
ter to arrive to load grain at Northern
ports and there are twenty-two vessels
at various coast ports on the disen-
gaged list, with a pretty good supply of
disengaged tonnage on the way, all of
which would seem to bear out the opin-
ions of the exporters.

The offshore lwmber business is far
from active. Portland to Sydney and
Newcastle (sail) has been done at 31s
3d, which is considered a fairly low
rate, due largely to the vessel's desire
to get to the coal port. Coastwise
rates- hold firm at former figures, al-
though an advance is expected.

Offshore lumber business is still
showing a fair amount of activity,
with rates about the same as a week
ago.

Offshore lumber rates are quoted as
follows: . Lumber from Puget Sound or
British - Columbia to Sydney, 3ls 3d@
8%2s 6d; to Melbourne or. Adelaide, 32s
6d; Port Pirie, 83s 9d@35s; to Fre-
mantle, .36s@37s 6d; to Japan -ports
(steamers), 30s@31s 3d; Callao, 38s 94
@40s; direct nitrate ports, 40s@42s 6d;
Valparaiso, for orders, 40s@42s 6d, with
28 6d less to a direct port; to Sauth
Afyiean ports, 52s 6d@56s;ito U, K. or
.Continent;' 55s@60s; Guaymas, ‘$5; Maz-
.atlan, $5@5.%5; Santa Rosalia, 96; Hon-
olulu, $5.

The"Siberian bean ‘trade is proving
of considerable importance; eleven
steamers have been taken for this bus-
iness, most of them at 288 64 Dalny
loading .and © 29s :6d: WVladivostock.
Steamers are also paying a little more
;attention to the nitrate trade; the rul-
ing ' rate being 19s 6@ for December
loading; for’the same business, g§ail,

| 165.6d has heen.done for: January 1gad-

ing.* “Australian “wheat chartéring -has
‘also .picked up: Australia Ao U. K.
(steam) has paid 27s and 27s 6d Jan-
uary loading; South Austrelia to U.'K.
(sail) has--been done at 288" March-
April loading, and Melbourne to U. K.
(sail). ats 24s _to 24s 6d for new crop
‘loading. <In coal business Newgcastle,
N. 8. W., to Honolulu (steam) has been
down -at 12s 3d and (sail) at 148 3d; to
San Franeisco (Steam) at 18s 6d:

SHIPOWNERS FORM
BIG FEDERATION

Six Countries ' Already - Joined
and Others Qoming
i ..in..

Two years ago the English Shipping
Federation ‘invitéd representatives  of
shipowners’ associations in various
European countries to meet in London
in ‘order to discuss the possibility .of
forming an international federation.
Delegates from France, Belgium, Hol-
land, Germany, Italy, Denmark and
Sweden accordingly met in London in
Ottober, 1907. The proposal to form
an international combination was
‘agreed to and it ‘was decided to sum-
mon another meeting, at which dele-

gates from the varlous countries re-
presented should bring forward sugges-
tions for rules and regulations.  This
meeting was held in London in Janu-
ary, 1908, and then a special commis-
sion, consisting of delegates from Great
Britdin, Germany, Holland, Belgium
and Sweden—countries which already
posaessed local organizations of the
same character—was entrusted with
the.task of drawing up rules. . At a
meeting in London in May last these
rules were accepted, but it'was decided
to postpone the inauguration of the In-
ternational Federation until the
autumn in order to allow the national
federation to discuss several outstand-
ing questions concerning . practical
working arrangements.

During the past few weeks the nego-
tiations have been brought to a con-
clusion at meetings held at the offices
of the English Shipping Federation, and
the International Shipping Federation
has new been constituted and register-
ed. The federation of Great Britain,
Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Holland
and Belgium have joine@ the Interna-
tional Federation, which already re-
presents between sixteen and seventeen
millions of tonnage. It is expected that
France and Norway will join at.an
early date, and that the shipowners of
other maritime countries will fall into
line with the movement as soon as they
have established local federations for
the purpose. The International Feder-
ation has been formed for purposes of
protecting  shipowners and shipping
generally during labor disputes, enabl-
ing ships to load and discharge during
strikes and lockouts, and indemnifying

its members from losses sustained in|

consequence of such disputes.

Mr, T. L, Devitt, president of the
‘English Shipping Federation, has been
elected president of the Intematlonp,l
Federation, and Herr C. Leist, of the
North-German Lloyd: Company, is the
vice-president.  ‘The manager and
semtary are Mr. Cuthbert Laws, and
Mr. M, Brett, -the manager and

tary of‘ the Gnglish Fedesatlen -
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NEW LINE FOR
PACIFIC COAST

HIGH SPEED VESSELS
TO-BE OPERATED

Peruvian Capital Exclusively
Interested in the New
Enterprise.

During -the coming -month a :new
steamship service is. to be inaugurated
between West Coast ports, according to
advices '_bro'ught north 'by ‘the Norwe- |
gian steamer Hornelen, now at the Ta-
coms, smelfer dischargihg ¢ her: “ore
cargo. The steamship lne~ is to’ be
known as the Peruvian Steamghip Com-
pany-and early next month its.two new |
steamers «will begin: to ‘ply between i
Callao and’Valparaisé on the south and
between Callao and Panama on the
north.

These vessels were built in England
and are of high speed. They are the
Ucayali and the Huallaga, and were
especially constructed for. service in

;Southern Pacific Coast ponditions. The

distance between Callao and Panama
will, it is stated, be accomplished in
less than five days, thus greatly re-
ducing the time between New York and
Callao.

Accommodations are provided on
each steamer for more than 100 first
class passengers, and for an equal num-
ber of second class, as well as for a
considerable steerage.

Peruvian capital exclusively has made
the line possible, and the government
of that republic has come forward with
an annual subsidy of $150,000. The
company owns an extensive floating
dock at Callao bay and has placed in
France an order for four more steam-
ers in anticipation of a rapidly in-
creasing business alomg the South
American Pacific coast from port to
port,

The companies on the Atlantic s:de
of the Isthmus; that is, the Panama
Railroad Cqmpany, the United Fruit
Company, Hamburg-American line, At~
las Service and .the Royal Mail South-
ern Pacific Company, gll plying be-
tween New York and Colon, will carry
freight and passengers to . be tran-
shipped to the Isthmus to the Peruvian
Steamship boats,

ATTEMPT TO KILL
FRENCH GENERAL

Would-be Assassin Overpow-
ered by Officers After "
: Hard Strugg!e._

Paris, Nov. 30.—A man believed tq

‘be insane and having a imaginary

grievance against the war department,
shot and seriously wounded General |

'Verand on the steps of the Hotel Cen-

tinental as the General was emtering
the building to attend a banquet.

The man was arrested. Later it was
learned that he had mistaken General
Verand for General Brun, minigter of
WAT.

The attempted assassination created
a sensation. It occurred a few mo-
ments after President Fallieres left the
Hotel Bristol, nearby, where he was
calling on King Manuel of Portugal.

As four shots rang out people in the
street first thought that an attempt
had been made against the life of the
president or she'king of Portugal. Hun-
dreds ran in the direction of the shots,
and several officers dprang upon Gen-
eral Verand’'s assailant, who proved to
be an Algerian. He was overpowered
with diffieulty, and was found to be a
walking arsenal of revolvers and dag-
gers. *

General Verand received bullets in
the neck and forehead and his condi-
tion is considered serious,

MAKING PROGRESS AT
JORDAN RIVER WORKS

e —

Site is Being Cleared Off Rap-
idly=—=Tenders Called for
Plant.

.

Operations are under way for: the |
clearing of the site for the power
house and transmission line in connec-
tion with the Jordan River works of
the ‘British ‘Columbia Electric Com-
pany. Seventy men are busily engaged
in the work at present, and a larger
force will be put to work a soon as
accommodation can be put up for them
out there, and the clearing rushed on.
A couple of donkey engines are to be
shipped out as soon as the weather
improves, by which means the clear-
ing will be.done more expeditiously.
In spite of the recent wet weather
operations have been going ahead.

Plans and specifications for the ex-
tensive machinery and electrical ap-
paratus which will be required for the
new power house have been prepared
and forwarded to the leading electrical
supply houses on this side of the At-
lantic and in Great Britain, and ten-
ders will be received in due course. It
is expected that the plant will’all be in
1eadiness by the time the power heuse
and other necessary works  are com-
pleted at Jordan River, and no time will
be lost in the installation.

The consulting engineer of the com-
pany, E. E. Carpenter. under whose
supervision the installation will take
place, went out to Jordan River’ yes-
terday to inspect the progress of the
work,

HORSES CREMATED,

Kansas City, Nov. 80.—One hundred
and forty horses were cremated when
the Blue Front livery stables caught
fire. Two of the animals were high
class driving horses that had taken
blue ribbons at horse shows heéere and
in Chicago and St. Louis. They were
Lord Gallant, for which $2,500 had been

refused, and Bica.rbons.te VLW ;&‘%
35,800,008 &

TWENTY-FOUR HOURS
IN PORT ALEXANDER

Vadso_foined Other Vessels in
Seeking Shelter From
-Gale.

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)

After being forced to lie up for 24
hours at Port Alexander in order to
escape the gale of Saturday last, the
steamer Vadso, of the Boscowitz line¢,
arrived in.port shortly after midnight.
She:had just: crossed Qfieen:Charlotte
Sound :when:the wind’ began to._blow,
and Capt. More’house Was lucky in be-
ing able to find a suitable shélter at
short .notice.

At Port Alexander the Va.dso found
the ' big barge Georgian with the tug
i Escob. The 16ad of over twenty flat

_cars with the_ locomotive and. caboose

were quite ‘safe so far, and were wait-
ing ‘for fine weather betere ‘crossing
the Sound on.
Lorne was:aty

A great migny survey nifi-came down
on the steamer. A government party of
18 men who have been surveying in the
interior joined the steamer at Prince
Rupert. They came out by way of Bella
Ceala, were taken by tug to Bella Bella
and joining the Princess Beatrice there
were ta.ken. to Prinece Rupert. There
were! »a.lso gseveral mining experts who
joined the $teamer at Goose Bay, the
Vadso having made a trip especially
for the purpose of bringing them out.

The Vadso brought but a small cargo
south, 1,000°cases of salmon being the
largest item, She has already taken on
three -car loads of cargo for Foley,
Welch & Stewart, and will have a good
cargo when she sails for the north on
Thursday night.

Mrs. Morehouse came over from Van-
couver with the captain, and is staying
in the city a few days.

HAVOC WROUGHT
BY RAINSTORM

Streets.in New- Westminster
Are Damaged—nReports
From- District.

New Westminster; :Novi 36.—The pre-
sent rainstorm has proved to be the
most severe experienged in this district
for over £5 years, the'irainfall being
nearly seven inches for 48 hours. As
a result considerable- damage has been
done in all parts of the district.

The railways have’ <nfféred most, the
Great Northern pa: larly meeting
with constdérable trofihlds for in addi-
tion to the awful wreck near Sapper-
ton caused: by a washed out culvert,
both the Cloverdale and the new Blaine
cutoff Hnes: were blogked with shides,
The Cloverda!e line, however, is now
clear’and tie trains Gre-cotfifng in from
Seattle over, the old route.

The eléctric car servide was also af-
fected for some time by the rails being
covered up with mud and sand washed
down the .hills, but.gervice has now
been resumed on all lines.

Thousands of dollars damage has

been done to streets !n all parts of the |

city,

OLD MAN BEATEN AND
BOUND- BY- ROBBERS

Left Helpless by Thugs, Who
Secure Only .Three
Dollars, :

Seattle, Nov. 80.—Crowding their way
into his room at the Grand Central
hotel, First and-Main, three unknown
robbers, each displaying a revolver,
robbed 80-year-old. A, F, Hills, a car~
penter, after first hitting him over the
head with the butts of their guns, ty-
ing his hands and feet, rolling him in
his own blankets so that he could make
no outcry and tossing him on the bed.
After taking $3 from his clothes, a cra-
venette rzincoat and a suit case filled
with clothing, they Ieft.

The aged man, who had remained
conscious in spite of the heavy blows
on his head, struggled for nearly a half
hour to free himseif from the blankets
and keep from smothering. He finally

.| worked them off his head by using his

teeth, but for a few minutes was too
weak. and exha.usted to cry for help.
Assistance .finally came o him and he
was released from his” bond.a

After his trying experiences, and with
the black and, blue. marks still show-
ing on his wrists, where the gords that
bound him had cut, into the flesh, the
aged man called at popce headquarters
and reported the robbery.

WORKMAN ESCAPES
WITH FEW BRUISES

Falls Several Stories While at
Work on Building in New
Westminster.

New Westminster,. Nov. 30.—A pe-
culiar coincidence is the fall of Victor
Johndro, a workman engaged op the
six-story. Dominion Trust building,
Just three weeks ago the man fell ten
storeys in the new structure of the
company in Vancouver and was picked
up unconscioys. Yesterday Johndro
fell. several storeys and escaped with a
few bruises,

U. S. TROOPS LIKELY ,
TO GO TO NICARAGUA

San Francisco, Nov. 30.—The iongest
message eveér sent to Mare Island
navy yard arrived to-day, and it .is
belteved that orders will be given to
send United States troops to Nicaragua
to-morrow.

A peport has been received that
Zelaya is treating with the rebels with

;ﬁ,view to surrender

DOUGLAS STREET
T0 STAND OVER

NO MORE PAVING
FOR THE PRESENT

Further Works of Local Im-
provement Authorized at
Monday’s Meéting.

A large quantity of additional works
of local improvement was authorized

At Monday’s meeting of the city
council and work will be commenced
on the same just as soon as weather
conditions permit. Douglas street
owners are very anxious that the work
of paving that thoroughfare should be
commenced immediately, but it is im-
probable that their wishes will be
agreed to in that respect, as the board
is of the opinion that good work can-
not be done at this season of the year,
and there is therefore a likelihood that
the job will lay over until February
at least. However, the by-law author-
izing the work will be advertised for
the necessary fifteaen days and on the
elapse of that time the matter will re-
ceive further consideration.

The city assessor reported that no
adverse petition had been received
against the following works of local
improvement:

Grading, draining and rock surfacing
Langford street, and constructing per-
manent sidewalks on both sides from
Catherine street from the easterly line
of lot 1, to the easterly line of lot 11,
and constructing curbs, gutters and
boulevards on the south side from Rus-
sell street to Front street; a wood block
pavement on concrete foundation on
Yates street from the east side of
Douglas street to the west side of
Blanchard  street; permanent sidewalk
on the west _side of Moss street from
Fort street to Rockland avenue; per-
manent sidewalk on the north side of
Niagara street from Beacon Hill park
to South Turner street; permanent
sidewalk on the north side of Niagara
street from Menzies street to Oswego
street; permanent sidewalk on the
south side of - Niagara et from
Menzies street to Boyd street; perman-
ent sidewalks on both sides of Glad-
stone avenue between Shakespeare
street and RBelmont avenue with curbs,
gutters and boulevards; permanent
sldewalk on the west side of Douglas
street from Cormorant street to Fis-
guard street; beulevards with curbs
and gutters on the north side of Yates
street from Quadra street to Harrison
street, and on the south side between
Quadra street and Fort street; per-
manent sidewalks on both sides of Co-
burg street from Oswego street to Ren-

dall street and to . grade, drain and |

rock surface the said street.:

The city assessor reported that suf+
ficient adveérse petitions agalnst local
improvement works on St. James sifeet
and Rendall street had been received
to stop the ptroposed work.

The -report of the streets committee
was adopted as follows:

1. Re application of John Thomson
to the department of marine and fish-
eries for a water lot in Victorig har-
bor.

Recommended that the council offer
no ‘objection to this application,

2. Re petition from the B. C. Land
& Investment Agency, et al, calling
attention to the dilapidated condition
of the block paving on Bastion square,

Recommended that this matter be
left in the hands of. the city engineer
to make such repairs as he may deem
advisable or necessary.

3. Re communication from the secre-
tary of:the Provincial Royal Jubilee
hospital, complaining of the condition
of Mount Tolmie road, and of the lack
of drainage.

Recommended that the secretary be
informed that this matter is receiving
attention,

4. Re petition from R, F, Milne et
al,, with reference to the condition of
King's road between Fourth and Prior
streets,

Recommended that the petitioners be
informed that this matter will ; re-
ceive attention,

5. Re communication from Mrs. E,
W. Carlyon requesting the repair of
the surface drain throug\h her property,
2893 Douglas street.

Recomniended that this matter re-

_ceive attention.

TWO WOMEN FIGHT
DUEL WITH KNIVES

One Receives Four Wounds and
Dies in Few
Minutes.

Bradford, Ask. Nov. 30.—In a street
duel with knives at Alicia Miss Nora
Owen was . injured fatally By Miss
Stella Belk, and died a few minutes
later,

The duel was.the result of an old
quarrel. Miss Owens was. cut in four
plages, the fatal wound being in the
left breast, where an artery leading
to: the ‘heart was.‘®dveéred.

Misgs Belk was arrested.

FATAL "MISTAKE,

Spokane, Wash., Nov. 30.—By mistak-
ing medicingl tablets on a stand in a
bedroom ‘the two-days-old da.aghter of
Mr, and-Mrs. J. H, Hess, residing a few
miles below ‘Bridgeport, Wash., at
Bridgeport Orchards;. was accidenta.lly
poisoned. On the stand in the mother’s
room ‘were - three Kkinds  of tablets.
Among them was one being given the
infant for colic, and by mistake a tab-
let was taken from the envelope con-
taining antiseptic tablets and given the
baby:

The child at once began vomiting.
The spoon which had been used to dis-
solve the tablet turned black, and it
was realized that poison had been

RECORDS EXPECTED
FROM GRAIN CARRIERS

British Barques Sail Within
Ten Minutes of Each
Other.

Giving the British barque Matter-
horn, Captain Salter, 10 minutes the
start of her the British barque Howard
D. Troop, Captain Durkee, which broke
the world's record coming from Yoko-
hama to Portland, crossed out of the
Columbia River Saturday bourd for
Europe. The Matterhorn got away at
10,30 and the Troop at 10.40 o'clock.
Both have grain cargoes which they
took on at this port, the former clear-
ing for Queenstown and the latter for
Ipswich direct.

Old salts in Portland are certain that
if anything like favorable weather con-
ditions prevail there will be some new
world record passages established
when this pair of famous windjammers
reach their destination. Each skipper
is a recognized expert in his calling
and knows how to take every advan-
tage of wind and wave. They are ‘ex-
pected to scurry down to the Horn in
less than 40 days and if they keep up
the same pace the remainder of the
voyage, they will show up at the Eu-
ropean ports in less than 100 days. The
record passage for a sailing vessel from
this port to Queenstown is 89 days,
snd that was completed more than 20
years ago, when the old American clip-
per ships were astonishing the world
with their performances.

The Howard D. Troop came from
Yokohama to the Columbia River in
20 days when on her recent trip to
Portland. About 100 miles off the coast
the captain says he encountered most
nsty weather or he would have made
the run in 18 days. The .regular Orien-
tal liners plying out of this port sel-
dom make as good a showing, Usual-
1y they are more than 20 days out from
the Japanese port,

Numerous fine passages have been
completed by the Matterhorn since
Captain Salter has been directing her
movements for the past 10 years. He
and Durkee believe they have the
speediest ships afloat and the rivalry
between them is expected to break out
afresh on this trip.

PROSPECTORS MISSING
2 ON WEST COAST

Long Absence of Rhodes
Brothers Causes Anxiety
Among Friends.

Clayoquot, Nev, 29.—About six weeks
aga the Rhodes brothers of Trout river,
went up the San Juan river prospect-
ing. They expécted to be out in three
weeks. As nothing has been heard of
them congiderable anxiety is being felt
by their friends here.

The polling went off quietly here
Thursday, giving H. C. Brewster a ma-
jority of 40. The plebescite also re-
ceived a large majority.

Mr. Baker of England, came up on
the last boat to look at some mining
property.  Mr., Baker was here two
vears ago trying to get the Xolappa
minz operated.

The men returned home this week
from Extenaion Point, where they have
been working on the construction of
the new lighthouse.

FLOOD CLOSES DOWN
WELLINGTON- MINE

-

Damage to Railway Leads to
Suspension of
Mining.

Nanaimo, Nov. 30.—~The Extension
minés of the Wellington Colliery Com-
pany will be closed next week, but not
more than a short time it is heped.

This has been rendered necessary by
the damage done to the railway by the

‘flood and the consequent impractica-

bility of shipping coal by rail for a few
days.

RAIN INTERRUPTS WORK.

Fernie, Nov. 29.—The large gang of
men who have been employed on the
construction work in. the C. P, R.
yards here for some days, have been
withdrawn, owing to unfavorable wea-
ther conditions. During the season
many mileg of new sidings have been
laid in Fernie and the accommodation
greatly increased, but the work is only
commenced and will be continued in
the spring, The amount of traffic and
freight handled in the local. yards is
enormous, and the railway authorities
being fully aware of the fact, have de-
cided to make all thée improvements
necessary to handle same.

LAID AT REST.

Interment of the Late Mrs. W. W.
Northcott Took Place Monday
in Ross Bay Cemetery.

The remains of the late Mrs., North=
cott, the beloved wife of 'W. 'W. North-
cott, city assessor, were laid to rest in
Ross Bay cemetery Monday after-
noon.  The funéral took place at 3
o’clock from the family residence, 239

Menzies street, and at 3.18 o'cleck at’

St. James church, where Rev. J. H, 8.
Sweet conduected an impressive service.
He made touching reference to the
lovable character of the deceased, and
gave words of comfort to the bereaved
family. At the church the choir ren-
dered the 19th Psalm, and the hymns
“Nearer My God to Thee” and “Safe in
the Arms of Jesus” were sung.

Among those who attended the fun-
eral were the mayor and council and
city officials. A large number of friends
of the late Mrs, Northcott were also
present and numerous and  beautiful
floral tributes covered the casket.

The following acted as pallbearers:
Ald, A. McKeown, Aid. A. Stewart, P.

given. The child died in spite of ef- | Riddell, 8. W. Edwards, J. Taylor ud

forts to save its life.
[} : {

W. Scowcroft.
)

| pery tracks, which

T0 ENLARGE
THE CEMETERY

COUNCIL TO SUBMIT
BY-LAW AT ELECTION

Twenty Acres Have Been Of-
fered by Pemberton &
Son at $52,000,

At the forthcoming municipal ele¢-
tions a ‘by-law will be submitted to the
electors providing for the acquirement
of about twenty acres of land for ceme-
tery purposes, adjoining the present
rroperty, at a cost of $52,000. Monday
evening’s meeting of the city couneil
the cemetery committee submitted 2
report making this recommendation,
and the same was adopted, though the
details of the proposition will be fur-
ther discussed at a meeting to be held
c¢n Friday evening.

The property it'is proposed to ac-
quire is owned by Pemberton & Sons,
and is composed of lots 1 te 7, in sec-
tion 17, Fairfleld estate, and the price
asked is regarded as a fair one. Tha
report points out that this is the one
available piece of land for cemetery
purposes in the locality and that now
is the time to buy if the city wants to
get a bargain, as land is increasing
very rapidly in value in that locality.
Reference is also made in the report to
the fact that with the growth of the
ropulation- of the city and the increas-
ing number of deaths the cemetery is
being rapidly filled up, and the day is
rot far distant when it will be abso-
lutely imperdtive to get additional
land.

A letter was received from A, T.
Goward, local manager of the B. C.
Electric Railway Company, protesting
against the proposal to amend' the
Hired Vehicles Act to allow of heavy
trucks t6 go without lights. Mr. Gow~
ard said that inasmuch as many of the
streets of the city ‘were badly lighted
the danger of collision with street cars
would be considerable. The council de-
cided to adhere to its deeision to amend
the by-law, and on motion of Ald.
Stewart, Mr. Goward will be informed
that it js hoped that the streets of
the city will be better lighted in the
near future,

Herbert Haynes, agent of the Hasr
sam Paving Company, forwarded a
long letter, which, on motion of Ald.
T'urner, was taken as read and filed.

Ald. Turner objected to the time of
the city council being wasted with
hearing the views of agents of paving
companies. The matter of selecting
pavements was now in the handg of
the city engineer, and Mr. -Haynes
could- lay his views before that offi-
cial. From a perusal of Mr. Haynes’
jetter it appears that that gentieman
did not wish to lav before the board
any argument on behalf of his pave=
ment, but merely wished to correct ger-
tain erroneéous newspaper reporis as
te what he had said in his several in-
terviews with the city coundcil.

The work of laying granitoid paye-
ments on Broad street, from Johnson
to Pandora, and on Pandora avenue
from Government street to: Douglas
street, will be postponed until seme-
thing more is known of the wearing
qualities of that pavement as laid down
on Cormorant street,

Tenders for lead pipe and brass
goods for the water department were
referred to the water commissioner
and the purchasing agent for report.

° John Colbert and A. Sheret tendered
on lead pipes at $4,30 per cwt. each,
For brass goods three tenders were
received: ~ J. Colbert, $2,520: EB. G.
Prior, $2,767.90; A. Sheret, $2,520. ‘A

.bid of the Victoria Machinery Com-

pany for brass goods was also re-
ceived, but the -amounts were net
worked out to a tetal,

THREATENING LETTERS
WRITTEN IN BLOOD

Chinaman, Fearing Vengeance
of Tong, Attempts to
End Life.

Denver, Colo., Nov. 30.—Believing his
life already forfeited and unable to

‘await the executioner, whom he had .

been warned would carry out the sen-
tence of one of .the warring Chinese
tongs of San Francisco, Long Ny I, a
Chinese laundryman, made a desperate
attempt to Kkill himself.

Upon his body, writhing from the ef-

‘fects of a large dose of laudanum, were

found a series of letters written in
Chinese characters and what the police
surgeons declare is human blood:
Local interpreters finally told the police
that the letters notified Long Ny I
that his life was forfeited to the ' On
Yick tong, and threatened vengeance on
any who should disclose tong secrets.
Long Ny I 'was removed te the
county hospital and may reeover.

STREET CARS COLLIDE.

Spokane, Wagh,, Nov. 30.—Wet, slip-
prevented the
prompt use of the emergency brakes,
resulted in a collision at Indiana ave-
nue and. Howard street, between an
east-bound Indiapna avenue car and a
north-bound’ Corbin park car, both be-
longing to the Washington Water
Power Company system,

As'a.result of the accident four per-
sons were injured, one seriously.

‘MAY BE TOTAL LOSS.

Baltimore, Nov, 80.—The steamer
Brewster is ashore and will be a total

The lifesavers went out in face of g
terrific gale and took off the crew &f
twenty-elzht

They had a hard fight to get back 4@
shore, and were buffeted about on the
waves for twenty hours.

Theu‘Uniwd Kingdom uses over 30,000
tons of tobasco vearly; but Germans get
through 85,000 tons in & twelvemonth, \
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