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THE TEGS.

The dispouition to :strov Iife ia well
known to be one whichot only acts 1inde-
pendertly 1n the humanharacter, but is li-
able to be awakened ancalled into activity
by a great number of otr sentiments, such
us the extreme thirst fogair, ~ffended self
‘{ove, panic terror, and en a strong sense
of justice, phillanthrop and other of the |
superior sentiments of ir nainre, Weaze |
anow about to introduce the notlice o
readers a remarkable irif who, fiom zene- |
ration to generation, :
regular trade, partly 1
the love of gold, but ¢
sentiments of a nigner. ik
ed character.

_ The Thugs are a Hind) race who infes
tie roads in India, for theurpose of robbing |
travellers. The states ¢ Bhopeul, Oude, |
Gwalior, and Buasdelkun and the i
1y’s possessions in the Ihh, are ¢
residence, and the t! hiares w
chiefly haunt, are those o
<ias, and Hoikar's :
znd the Del A
ere simply culiivators o
for eight months of the g,
gangs along the roads,
cuises and pretexis, murerin
«very party whom they tipl car os
rower without danger ¢ :
must have practised this
the days of Akbar the (Frec;
geptury._ as= that soversion op 43¢
executed five hundred of 1,00 in one
ymce. Indeed, the prog<~tt bas no:
become herediury, » f oid standing, but '
it is invested al inveterate cha- |
racteristics wiict s called casie |
is India. "I
up to it, ard,
ter qualifed by

{j’}hgg‘gjw sONle are Ko
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nance .0 1f, 85 (0

their mindes in th
iy putan implic
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| religion, m urging human beings to signal-

themselves by acts of murder.
Having performed their various supersii-

at some place previously appointed, where
the gangs make their final arrangements for

!
g

?

S A AT IS T

goes home to his wife snd family, fo enjos
his ill gotten gains. He is careful to take @
portion of nis wealth to the temple of Bow-

tious rites, the Thugs proceed to rendezvous | anee, whose priests in return, promise him

. immunity and success in his trade, and

if he

' should fail in the exercise of his vocation,

the season, one of the most important of

which is ic fix on their private signals.—
They then break off into parties of f
twentv to 8 hundred and fifty, and begi:

ole the roads, usuaily appearing
k. ]

e among

! are effected in 2 «
| ner, so as {o av
{ younger members,

as bhaving suff

P . B o é — £ .
they call it, even 10 Wwitases &8 mu

. emnloyed ag scou

£y, One OF (WO

{ among thewm

way peroaps

L s ot ind
e wWretci v

ands of the victim. If any
, a kick throws the unh
tne
ieged.

Y <
Disce 17
402 88 :

8 Lhe parindg the | ,

ma, the deer, the jackaill, and oth

heard on the right or ieft hand.
their homes in bands at the end f the ra;
season, they direct their steps to their b
priess or goroo, generally en cld Thug (n
matter whether Hindco or Mussiman) wl:
has retired from the trade, and lives nzo
the contributions of his descendats or di
<iples, who look up to him wit!
«nce for advice and instruction, md

- bis decision in all cases of doubtur disou
On this old man they coufer preenis. He !

then consecrates a kodaiee or piclhixe, which
they carry with them on al! cccaions, and

to which they ascribe many virtuel, one of |
which is, 'that it can prevent the spirits of |
the murdered from rising from thdr graves |

which are dug with it. On this pccasion, |

ind of noviciate, and acquired thenzcessa-
ry ardour and hardness of heart, are present-

zoung Thugs who have passed trough a |

in the highest grade of the professbn, and
insuring a larger proportion of the rooty, is

tion. The priest then tells the yourg Thug
how many of his family have sigmalised
themselves by the use of the romd, how
much his friends expect from his jourage
and conduct, and implores the Godcess
Bowanee, whom the Thugs of all rigions
regard as the arbitress of their destilies, to
vouchsafe her support to his laudable ambi-
tion and endeavours to distinguish Hmself
in her service. When we reflect on the base
character of the Hindoo priesthood, among
which it is a maxim that untrnth and falee
gwearing are virtuous and meritorions {eeds
when they tend to their own advantag, we
shall not wonder that any should be bund
to employ their influence, and that of their

¢ - i sons, were murdered by a party at C!
ed by the priest with the romal or iandkes- | ’ bad s B

chief—the instrument employed in strang- |
ling their victims—which, establishpg them |

€ their victime, and in ever:
ance of their atrocious trade.

i tep soldiers, all of
i this gang.

v

all the delights of paradise. These priests

are said not only to connive at the horrible |
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reason, apa ireid a ¢

cfficers, who were passing
1

i finally negatived the pr

dawk, anc
these rveasons : gs%, because such g
se.dom carry vainables with them i

trips ; 20d, beceuse th

*
&

o

come matter of publi

maxim of the Thugs 19 that des
a

no tales, and for this resson murder invaria- |
e < :

| biy preceds ’i‘@hbﬂ“g‘} Jn one 0CCssIon, a
| risaldar, a woman, and fourteen other per- !

hona

on their way to Hyd
der was completed, fot
came up, and these, thor

: ai e e '
jemptation in the way of booty, were

led also, 1 ler to prevent di Lo
regarded as an object of the highed ambi- ot g e oy iy

Two of the poor men were going one way,
and two another, and the two couples did
not reach the spot at the same time.—
“ When the first two came up,” said an in-
former in evidence, * we made them sit
down : when we had murcered the risalder
and bis companions, and when the second
two came to the top of the pass, at the foot
of which we were, our people persuaded
them we had had a dispute, and induced
them to descend, which at first they were
unwiiling to do. When the leaders came up
from the work they were engaged in, they
insisted on strangling these four poor men,
who submitted in silence to their doom.

At the end of the season. or upon having
acquired a consideradie booiy, the Thug

courd not fail to be- I S

always carry pis- | D¢
tols; because their destruction would he- | te
cicy, The leading |t

by the native 1
823, he was the principal
; n, One woman,
their way frou
 gang of Th

i | ava)
1Uv

*
e

= B
bl

e treasure found on

€2,400.}

e

who was the pri
e murders, with
. wag the murder ¢ £

| of Osdipore, called
a femals servant, acd six men :

The Thugs mustered two bundred and fifty
strong, fifty of whom were under the com-
mand of Dirgpaul. The subahdar, Loll
Singh rode a mare, and his wife was nursing
an infant boy. The Thugs kept in company
with the travellers for some days, and by
one of the leaders riding a horse wnose tail
was docked, they persuaded the subahdar
they were sepoys, and that the rider got the
horse from gis European officer. Having
intoxicated him with opium sod stramoni-
um, the Thuge fell on him end his compa-
nions a little after dusk, and the whole were

whom Dirgpaul kept and sdopted. This

L)

child was brought in with the prisorer, and

is -

I'ressure bearers, i

killed, with the exception of the infant,
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¢ ‘s now beirg educated at the Saugor Goveru-

i et sehool, at the expense of government.

. This man had a singular leer on his counte-

nance : when he was under trial for his life,

and subsequently, when under sentence of

death, it did sot forsake him ; and with his

little wonden spindle twisting cotton, he af-

| fecred a carelessness, at once unnatural and

HFe was executed, with twenty

on the morning of the 30th

, §1%32 : and although his courage was

i great, Lis caution was also conspicuous.—-

Niv carts conveyed them to the place of ex-

iow. which was outside the town of Sau-

it 4 e ana a halt from tne ,i’c’-i"u

» were erected temporarily, ana

. sideg of a square. The posts

he cross poles were fixed into

about five feet high, and from

2dge of one stone wail to the other, &

. beam was placed for the wretched men to

#tand on after ascending the ladders. The

nooses were were all ready, hanging from

cross-beams, and each man, as he land-

i oo the platform selected his rope. Con-

erirg it an everlasting disgrace to die by

2 of the common hangman, the

hugs no soomer take hold of

push their heads into

, a0 } shouts and cheers,

¢ knot behind the ear, Jump off, and

hersselyes into eternity !  The beam

v[2ich the ladders are resting, is the

y o2 which thev stand, and which ie

swn ; DAt the men are all off swing-

g, before this can be done. Dirgpaul

waited to see nearly all his companions off,

&and I well remember the last look he took

: of them, before he swung himself from the
t fatal beam.”

The character of this extraordinary race

+ +
iVgecent

&

. incline us to consider as inconsistencies.—
{ Wish all their superstitious veneration for
{ the priesthnod, and although some of them
! are themselves Brahmins, they make 1o scru-

. b ple to kill persons of that sacred order.—

Tiough so remorseless in general, that they
i destroy even those who have preserved
frol ison sud death, they are capa-
ome of the most amia-

ey will, as in the case of
, preservt a.rm: cLérish a heiplpss
-y witl lanient the death of a ifriend

1 with the bitterest grief, and do

g even to thesurrender of themselves
tice, to extriate their wives and chil-
2 from imoriscrment.  Feringia, the Je-

‘ar of the Thuogs, when in confinement,

owed that he would have “surrendered
himself after the Bhilsah affair, if he had
| met the party of Nijeebs who had charge of
tiis family ; and he more than once burst
1to & flood of tears, on an allusion being
e 1o his relations who were condemned
the

i

Bhilsah trial, and hanged at Jubbal-
: If we reflect, however, upon the cir-
smstances under which this trade is carried
., and the motives which animate its pro-
o=, we shall be less surprised at these
»ylificativns of human kindness. The
wirgo of this mode of life is evidently

f.c result of ar original disposition to
-+ The Thigs are no collecticn of
tloed fron all India, buta local-

s
L3

| ised race, each of whom, whatever be his

origiuval {andencies,is forced by a kind of
! destiny of blood to adopt the business of
slavghter  Supersttion has evidently sup-
stied ihe prisiine inpulse to the awful trade
' and still helps greatly to maintain it in vi-
| govr. Taught by di that he holds sacred
| to regard murder ard r bbery as honoura-
ble and advantageous in this world, and still
more 80 in the next, the Thug must proceed
to his dreadful work jwith a mind gquite at
peace with itself. When, in addition to the
sanction cbiained from the objects of wor-
ship, the young Thug has the authority acd
recommendation of his parents for the irade
he is destined to, hecan bardly fail to en-
gage in it with heartiness, or at least with-
out compunciion. Man is alsc, as we may
retaark in various spheres of life, capable of
assuming a professional chaiacter, consider=
ably difievent and apari from bis domestic
one. Regarding murder as bis profession,
the Thug proctices it as 8 mattes of course,

all the time retaining his beitsy feelings for




