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Weed Anti-skid Chains

““The Necessary Accessory”

The only device that absolutely prevents skidding
Now is the time to put them on your car
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THE PORT OF ST. JOHN.
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100 Per Cent. Skid-Proof
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Progressive housewives are studying as never before—house-
hold econoiny.
Tea and Coffee Pots, Rice Boilers,
Tea Kettles, Saucepans, Fry Pans,
Stove Pots, Potato Pots, Preserve Kettles,
Pudding Pans, Wash-Boilers, Dippers, YL

tinued solvency of Canada.

The leader of the Liberal party will
be in St. John this week. This paper
urged when the leader of the farmers’
party was in the province that he be in-
duced to visit St. John and look over
the terminal facilities at the port which
must handle so much of the trafiic of the
west in winter. That opportunity was
lost. No such indifference should be
shown when the Liberal leader is here.
He should be shown the congested rail-

way yards, the congested berths and the

waiting steamers. He should be shown
Courtenay Bay and its possibilities, and
the full significance of the Valley Rail-
way connection with the transcontinental
railway should be impressed upon his
mind. For he and Mr. Lapointe will
be in the house when the case for St.

. John is presented, as it must be at the

coming session. It is the trade of Cana-
da, not merely the port of St. John, that
asks for facilities, and every member
of parliamént should be put in posses-
sipn of all the facts. The country has
been building railroads and canals, and

" it must equip its ports. Itis a national

obligation and part of a recognized poli-
cy at all other ports than St. John.
Fere we have had to be content with
partial development and broken pledges.
St. John’s politics cannot at the present
time be divorced from St. John’s posi-
tion as a national port.

SOCIALISTS BARRED.

"I'he suspension of five Socialist mem-
bers of the legislature of the State of
New York has caused a genuine sensa-
tion. It was eipected that their trial
would come up today. The charge
against them is that they and their
party are planning to overthrow the gov-
ernment by force and violence: There
has even been a proposal to pass legis-
lation disqualifying Socialists from hold-
ing public office in the state.

The state Socialist party denies that
it has other than a peaceful policy, and
points out that as recently as last Aug-
Lst it emphatically re-affirmed its pol-
icy of education, organization and
peaceful .appeal to the suffrage of the
voters. It denies that its policy is die-
{ated by aliens or alien enemies. In a
protest against the action of the legis-
lature its executive asks:—

“Where are we drifting to? Are we
woing back to where Germany and Rus-
sia used to be? Is an effort being made
to make anarchists out of those pecple
who still believe in constitutional gov-
ernment and to abrogate the rights of
Yegal representatives in the legislature?”

The New York press condemns the
action of the legislature. The World
sayss— J

“Something vastly greater than five
assembly seats is at stake. A portion (f
the electorate has been denied its funda-
mental rights. The very principle of
representative government is in the Lal-
ance. Proscription of undesirable ‘min-
oritics has failed under other forms of
government which gave them ro guiian-
tees. It is the very essence of dem wracy
that the undesirable minority should
have its voice and vote.”

The Globe says:—“As a stroke against

Bolshevism it is simply silly, und if an:

expulsion of tllese men is railroaded
through and their defeated opponcnts in
the last election are seated in their place,
more harm will be done to the thecry
of liberty under law and the principle of
democratic government than has leen
dcne in generations.”

The Evening Post agrees that the Soc-
ialist movement has its moderates and
its extremists, the latter advocating
Russian methods, and points out that
the party split on that question last suwn-
mer, the direct actionists forming two
Communist parties. Those who remain-
ed in the Socialist party were the ad-
vocates of political action instead of
force and violence; and these five New
York assemblymen are said to represent
their views and not those of the Com-
munists. One of the Socialist leaders,
writing last summer about the Commun-
ist convention held after the break with

| tactics play? There are 125,000 Socialist | 18 described as a darkness partaking of

! voters in New York city. If their elect-
’ed representatives are unseated at Al-
' bany, they will be educated away from
the ballot box, which is the method of
| American democracy, to the ‘revolution-
iary mass action’ of the American Len-
. inists.” :

‘i The assertions made by the Socialists
rand the attitude of the press toward
i the action of the legislature lend a very
| widespread interest to the trial of the
| five assemblymen. Can the latter be
proved guilty of planning to overthrow
the government by fotce and violence?
If not, the public at large will demand,
in the interests of democracy, that they
be permitted to resume their seats.

Why is it that taxes are so high in St.
John today and there is so little to show
for it? There are two reasons. One is
that for very many years the city gov-
ernment pursued a wasteful policy in its
efforts to avoid the bonded debt that|
would have given us better streets and
other services. Enough has been wasted
on the streets in forty years to have
paved the whole city. The other reason
is that a bad assessment law enabled
those who should have paid large taxes
to escape with a small levy. The people f
of stoday are paying the penalty for the
lack of courage and the easy-going ways
of the rulers of the city for a generation
past; and their policy merely reflected
the apathy of the people, who took no
real jinterest in their own affairs. The
people must make up their minds to bear
if necessary a still heavier burden for a
year or two, in order to get out ‘of the
rut and into the path of progress and
expansion. A haggling policy at this
time would be fatal to the hopes of those
who want St. John to forge ahead. :

i ® ® o ¢

It would appear to be about time for
a stirring of the dry bones in regard to
civie p‘oli}ics. An able and progressive
city cil is essential to civic develop-
ment along right lines. There are up-
portunities for service at City Hall. Ques-
tions of policy and administration are of
universal interest. What kind of a city
council will St. John have for the next
two years, during which it is hoped the
citizens generally will be interesting
themselves more than for many years in
a great forward movement?

: ® e @ @

The hearing in the case of the New
Brunswick Telephone Company is at
hand. We may be sure the company will
be ably represented. May the same be
said with any degree of assurance con-
cerning the public?

& © © @

St. John is so important a link in the|

i
neglect the port is a national blunder. A |

study of the map and of distances and |
railway lines must convince the most
skeptical that this is true.

HIGH SCHOOL ENTRANCE
EXAWIS,

“The curse of our public school course }
is its examinations, and the greatest of
these is the high school entrance,”
agreed the urban trustees in their recent
convention in Ottawa. Delegate Car-
michael, of Kitchener, who is a public
school principal, rather put it up to the
department by remarking that when the
high schools were congested, stiff tests
were set and many failed. Whea plenty
of room was to be had in the high
schools, the bars were lowered and many
passed.

“I move that we as a body ask the
department of education to abolish the
entrance examination as it now exists,”
recommended Trustee Mrs. Courtice.
“To apply to urban boards only.”

“Here in Ottawa for the past seven
years we have accepted the principal’s
recommendation,” informed Dr. Put-
nam, senior inspector. “But I would
not advise that for all schools. If we
had ('OT\S()l'ldﬂth schools throughout the
province in charge of competent men
and women, all would be well, but® we
haven’t. We must have some standard
of education.”

“In my opinion the stiff tests now
used as an alternative are far worse
than the old entrance; ’declared Mrs.
Groves. “What is education? Is it
the stuffing of dry facts into children’s
heads so that they can pour it out
again on to an examination paper? Cer-
tainly not, and the sooner we learn that
the better:” ‘

A vote was then taken and the dele-,
| gates agreed to forward Mrs. Cour-|
fice’s motion to the department as hav-
ing been endorsed by the trustees’ con-
ventions

transportation system of Canada that io'w

a strange yellow color, with a fiery tone.
It was.succeeded by squalls of rain,
wind, thuader and lightning. There
hgd been, too, a severe frost the pre-
vious night.

On the following Saturday, the 15th,
at three o’clock in the afternoon, there
was another period of darkness follow-
ed by a similar storm. On Sunday the
aay was foggy until ten o’clock in the
norning, when an easterly wind cleared
the atmosphere. Within half an hour
another dark period fell, but a rain broke
xt.soon afterwards. From five to ten
mmute; after noon the darkness descend-
c:ed again and was so dense that services
in the churches had to be interrupted
while lights were obtained. Later at
two o’clock it became perfectly dark for
a short time, and again at four and half-
past four it was neeessary to light the
candles. d

A ship,\the Adamant, off the gast ena
of the island of Anticosti on the’morning
of the 16th, saw a black cloud off to
the west, although the vessel was sailing
in the clearest of weather. By noon,
however, the vessel was enveloped in a
cloud that brought to it total darkness.
It is said that the obscurity extended
from Fredericton to Montreal. The
mystery of the event remains unsolved.
The rain that fell was of a dark color,
and some say strongly impregnated
with sulphur. Whatever the cause, the
event provoked = intense = excitement
among ‘the pioneer settlers.

R. L. S

“The most famous initials in British

‘literature.”—Clement Scott,

By his enchanted hand,
The children young, and children ol
Forsake their old grey land P
For silver seas, and lands of gold.

On him, who sailed the Forth,

And on its ‘waters cast his spell,
The Wizard of the North

The great Sir Walter’s mantle fell.

Though lying far away,

Where heather ’decks no mountain’s
brow,

The spot that holds his clay

Is Scotland’s “Treasure, Island” now.

O! may, from Southern skies
The joyous sunshine ever smile
On thee—where dead he lies—
Samoa’s lone Pacific isle.
—Hope A. Thomson. ,

LIGHTER VEIN.

Mrs, Flatbush—“I ‘am certainly very
glad to meet you. I have heard so much
about you.”

Mrs. Bensonhurst—*“Oh, indeed! Then
you are the woman who has been steal-
ing my servants from me !”—Yonkers
Statesmap.

You advertise this as the best hotel
in town,” said the man who had stayed
over night.

“Tt certainly is,” replied the clerk.

“Well, that may be a good boost for
the hotel, but it’s a terrible knock for
the town.”—Boston Transcript.

“Well, come down to the shop tomor-
row morning and I will put you to

ork.
“Tomorrow? I couldn’t possibly come
until the day after.”

“Why?”

“Why, tomorrow I must take part in
the great demonstration of protest of the
unemployed.”—Life. -

“I am not surprised to hear she is an
advanced spiritualist. She is a woman

. who always goes to an extreme.”

“Is she? 1 thought she went to a med-
ium.”—Baltimore American.

“Don’t you want a presidential boom?”

“Pm not particular,” said Serater
Sorghum. *“At this stage of proceedings
a presidential boom comes about as near
being a tangible asset as a happy New
Year greeting.”—Washinzton Stav,

A ——

DOING WELL IN THE WEST.

An Edmonton paper says:
“With work constructed and under

| construction aggregating more than

$500,000, giving employment for the
working scason” of the past year to 350
men on an average per month, the E. M.
Nesbitt Company, Limited, general build-

!ing contractors, of Edmonton, are look-

ing forward to a most prosperous year
in 1920. Asked in regard to the outlook
for construction in Alberta during the
ecoming year, Mr. Nesbitt said:

« ‘While the outlook is very promising
and I feel optimistic for the future, the
most serious question with which we
have to deal is labor. There is a scar-

| city of labor, and we cannot forecast the

future in regard to it. Materials of all
kinds have advanced in price, but des-
pite these setbacks we have every reason
to believe that Edmonton and the west
in general will see a big building pro-
gress carried out in 1920.” ;

Mr. Nesbitt is a son of J. H. Nesbitt,
of St. Stephen.

SOME OFFENSE.

London, Jan. 14—A Woolwich income
tax offender was stated to have changed
his signature fram Carpenter to “Car-
pentier” during the last week.

.

‘| manity. and constituted authority stand-

T lgrave.

_|Have you a heart? Have you respect for
;| those who are blessed with children? Or

1 well adapted for the housing of thous-

more than a dozen families ‘have been

in packed tenement houses, and still

to keep them from suffering from the
cold weather.

One place I visited last week I found
the' little children in bed with all their
clothes on-and when ascertaining the
cause, the mother told me that the chil-
dren cried with the cold and she was ob-
liged to put them in bed to keep them
warm.

Another place the man showed me
through the house in St. Andrew street
and to my surprise I observed holes
through the wall to the open ice on the
floor and the sink frozen partially, There
were seven or eight persons in this house,
including small children with the father
and motner trying to make a home for
themselves under such frightful condi-
tions.

‘I'here is Ho use trying to turn your
face from concrete facts, Prompt action
is necessary if we have any sympathy
for the unfortumate people who are ob-
liged to submit to such conditions.

Just a few of these places are herein
mentioned. There are others I might
say that could hardly be described in
your daily paper, : -

This condition goes on year after year
and is not only the greatest menace to
the physical and moral progress of a
greater St. John but a curse of the first
water—a future generation of morally
and physically degraded people—a shame
for the good name of St. John. With
the church standing en the one side with
outstretched hands for the uplift of hu-

ing with blind eyes to the stream of
suman souls” drifting down the sewers
of degradation and shame to an early

‘This is none too strong, or shall I
deviate a-morsel from my assertions.
The time has come when the cry of
these little ones is ringing in your ears.

do you want to crowd these people out
of the way and let their places be filled
with aliens? Stop and think—not too
long—for every day is one day nearer to
shame. i
There are far too many who are con-
tent to go about their daily task with no
thought of the great majority of little
ones who are suffering in these lairs, re-
fusing to make such repairs as would
give a small degree of comfort from the
biling winds and frost. There is but
one way to cure the evi¥; and I trust that

rendered homeless by devastating fires|-

others are closeted in one room of their‘
terrible living quarters, with a small fire,

I may not be obliged to go over the same
ground again.

Start forward, plan communication
with the land lying east of Courtenay
Bay and there build your residential cen-
tre, as outlined in my letter of Dec. 1,
1919. I cannot see any other section so

ands of families. This plan is useless
unless there is a proper communication
with the centre of the city. When this
matter is corrected then the glorious
morning of Greater St. John will dawn
and the people will be content and start
new life.

Just a word in regard to the court
house proposition. I am glad to say that
the idea of taking the whole block is
being splendidly endorsed. As for the
reconstruction of the old building in the;
burying ground is concerned, to be brief, !
“forget it.” The architects could use the
old stone to better advantage in a
facade, or worked in the main entmnce%
of the new building. We trust when!
the plans are being prepared that they
will consider the classic kind of building
and not Gothic. A beautiful dome in

|
towets or spires. St. John has many
beautiful spires now and a change would
look very nice.

Nothing has been said of the viaduct
idea over the railway crossing at Mill
street. This should be given some at-,
tention, thus obviating a serious menace
to the traveling public. Since the in-|
auguration of the Valley Railway this.

.{has become more apparent.. The recent

fire in that section calls for prompt ae-
tion as to the removal of these old build-
ings instead of patching them up. The
whole section from Paradise row to the
railway should be razed and this part of
Mill street used for the ever increasing
railway facilities, A glimpse at these
build'ngs should be had from Chamber-
lain’s lane. Here you find out'that they
stand in the way of Pprogress, which
should not be. Greater St. John™ will
require all this section if she wishes to
take care of the tremendous traffic on
the Canadian National Railway.

Trusting that my words may have the
desired effect and wishing my fellow
citizens good luck in their efforts for
greater accommodation for the ships
coming to our great port and thanking
vou for your valuable space, I remain,

Yours very truly,
C. B. WILLIAMS.
29 Paddock St., City, Jan. 12, °20, L

FOUR AT A BIRTH |

London, Jan. 14—Mrs. Lucas, wife of
Andrew Lucas, a miner of Cuthrie
street, Hamilton, gave birth to four chil-
dren, three boys and a girl.

There are tweo other children in the
family, aged three years and fifteen
months respectively.

the centre would be much nicer than!

Potato Pounders, Pie Plates, etc.

Satisfactory service can only be secured by using safe and sani-
tary utensils.

SOLDIERS HAD NOT
HEARD OF PEACE!

Paris, Jan. 14—In spite of the solemn
affirmation made by the German gov-
ernment several months ago to the effect
thay there.were no more French pris-
oners of war in Germany, seven soldiers
were found a few weeks ago in German
jails. e
- One young soldier of the 14lst Regi-
ment of Infantry, named Louis Boucher,
aged twenty, returned to his home at
Dijon after being a prisoner in Germany
since June 6 last year.

In a Danzig fortress he was impris-
oned in a dark underground cell, where.
he saw nothing and heard nothing from
the day he entered the cell up to some
weeks ago, when his captivity came to

an end by the arrival of French officers ;

at the prison.

These officers visited all the cells of | §

the fortress, and to their amazement |

they discovered seven French soldiers, ! §
including young Louis Boucher. |
Not one of them knew anything of |

the conclusion of peace.

These seven soldiers were immediate- &
ly set free, and they have been repat- &

riated.

PARTED FROM

that her husband’s conduct was prejudi-
cial to her health, Mr. Justice Shearman,
in the divorce court, granted Mrs. Med-

elina Violet Hadden a decree of judicial '
separation with costs. Mr. Hadden was ' §
said to have an income of $50,000 a @
-year, and his address was given as Half | 8

Moon street, Piccadilly.

Cruelty was alleged by Mrs. Hadden ' f§
against her husband, but he denied the  #

charges. One of the wife’s complaints
was that her husband frequently left heri

alone while he went playing golf. |

Mr, Justice Shearman remarked that |

this raised a serious question as to'W
whether continued absence on the golf | ®

course amounted to legal cruelty. i
]

London, Eng., Jan, 14—The report
that the Coldstream Fruit-Ranch of 13,-
000 acres in the Okanagan Valley, the
property of Lord Cowdray, may be sold

JAPS BUY BIG RANCH. i :
¥

to a Japanese syndicate has aroused, 3

much indignation in that famous fruit- |
growing centre. Lord Cowdray’s agent !

states that the government had refused | §
an offer made to sell the estate for a §

soldiers’ settlement, and that the Jap-
anese offer was being considered. The

residents intend to approach the au- B

thorities to prevent the proposed sale.

CO-OPERATIVE KITCHEN.

Monteclair, N. J., Jan. 14—Household- |
ers here will make another effort to re-!
vive the co-operative kitchen. The in-
creasing gravity of the cook and maid
problem has led to the belief that there
will be enough demand for this service
to make the experiment a success,

New containers have been installed 1 ¥
the organization, and it is ready to end
to the homes of Montclair cooked meuils
which can be served immediately.

Ts be had of—

W. H. Thorne & Co., Ltd., Market
Square.

T McAvity & Sons, Lta., King St.

J. E. Wilson, Ltd., Sydney St.

Emerson & Fisher, Ltd., Germain
Street.

D. J. Barrett, 155 Union Street

Geo. W. Morrell, Haymarket Sg

J. M. Logan, Haymarket Sq.

C. H. Ritchie, 8320 Main Street.

Quinn and Ce., 415 Mzin Street.

J. A. Lipsett, Variety Store, 233
Brussels Street.

H. G. Enslow, 1 DBrussels street.

J. Stout, Fairvilie.

W. E. Emerson, 51 Union St.,W. E.

LA Wb

ARITANNIC UNDERWRITERS

AGENCY

Fire and Automobiie lnsurance

o ey o w——

HER : b
GOLFING HUSBAND.:
London, Eng., Jan. 14—On the ground ! 2

|
|

Hon.W. L. Mackenzie King,M.P.

WILL SPEAK AT

IMPERIAL THEATRE

Friday, January 16, 8 p.m.

The new Leader of the reorganized and reunited Liberal Party

will have a message of deep inlerest to every citizen.

His speech at the Imperial Theatre on Friday evening will mark
the beginning of a new era'in the political history of the pro-

vince.

SPECIAL SEATING ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR LADIES

BREAD

makes brawn and
brain in growing
boys and girls.

'PHON‘E WEST 8 FOR MILL-TO CONSUMER . PRICES.

Fowler Milling Co., Ltd. -

St. Johh, West |

F.LLOYD CAMPBELL
42 Primcess St. 6-30

Auto Insurance

Fire, Theft, Transportation, Liability, Property

Damage and Collision at Lowest Rates.

Attractive Proposition to Agents.

C. E. L. Jarvis & Son

*Phone Main 130.

74 Prince William St.




