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discuss the very general information' the a f ew days, we are to proeeed to discuss
somewhat vague information, whlch hasl in this Ilouse the construction of a trans-
been afforded to the House with regard to continental railway through a country
the rallway pollcy of the government. Aý wbich the ex-Minister of Railwýays and
full opportunity for that discussion will be' Canais says we know nothlng about; we
affoi-ded when the policy itself is laid be- are to procee-d to discuss that question
fore the Blouse axid before the country. But witbout one single word of information from
I may say, in passing, that no one can fail the gentlemen who are to constitute that
to recognize the very great responsibility transportation commission. My right lion.
whlcb tbis government bas undertaken friend may say that these gentlemen were
when It has seen fit to override the opinions to deal wlth the question of improvîng facil-
of the man who, of ail others la the cab- Ities upon the lakes, and witb equipping our
lnt, liad the most experience witb regard national ports. I say that it is impossible
to transportation questions in this country; te separate those questions from the great
and particulariy are we impressed with the question of anotber transcontinental rail-
responsibllity wbicli the government bas way; and you cannot properiy, or adequate-
takea upon itself when we realize, even ly or fuliy deal witli tbat question until
from the vague and general statement made you bave the Information before the Blouse
by my riglit bon. friend, the extraordinary wbich sbouid be afforded by a commission,
character of the proposai which is to be and by the report of that commission laid
announced to parliament before the end of before the House. Now, I Say that, in
this session. I do not propose to stop to, passlng, for the purpose of impressing upon
discuss It now; tbe Blouse is not la a posi- the right bon. gentleman who ieads this
tion to discuss It now in the wny in which House and upon bis government the lm-
It sbould be discussed, because we bave not portance of bringing this poiicy, if a poiicy
the details before us. But there is at least there is to be, before tbls Blouse at the very
one point whicb I may press upon my riglit earliest moment. In the ciosing days of
bon. friend, and press upon hlm, 1 think, the session, is this Blouse. is this country,
witb a great deal of force. It Is well known. to be calied upon to decide, in the hurried
in the country that the question of trans- way in which these matters have to be
continental transportation lias been engag- deait with la tlie last hours of the session,
ing the attention of this goverument for upon a policy which is so startling and of
more than a year. Tbe question to ail in- so mucli importance to this country that the
tents and purposes of a transcontinental man who above ail otbers iu the government
railway came before this House, was men- Is supposed to be able to form a safe judg-
tioned in this Blouse, and the attention of ment upon it, bas found it necessary to
the Blouse was directed to it, at tlie begin- separate himseif f rom the governmeîît and
ning ýof the present session of parliament. to declare tbat tbe poiicy wbicli the govern-
and an announcement was made iii the ment propose to bring before this Blouse is
speech from the Throne regarding it, in the one whicli is not la thie true interests of
following language :taiis country. but whicb according to lis

The great influx of population iato our North- well considered and well matured judg-
western Territories. and the very large addi- ment, miay properly be characterized as not
tional areas of fertile landi which are being only extravagant but even absurd. Now,
brouglit under cultivatýion, combine to furtiier liow long does my riglit hon. frienýd pro-
press upon us the nAed for lncroased transpor- pose to keep the Blouse in ignorance of
tation facilities for the forwarding of Our the details of this policy ? Blow mudli
grain and other products to the markets of the longer Is this uncertainty to continue ? Blow
world through Canadian channels. The whole muchlne sti os owi hl
auestion of transpor-tation and terminal facili- c ogri hsBos owi hi
ties continues to Occupy mucli attention, andi the members of the governinent are making
my goverament wll immediately appoint a com- up their minds and settling their diff ereiî-
mission o! experienced men to report on the ces, if differences there be ? Because
subJeet. rumours are rife witli regard t0 sudh mat-

Mr. Speaker, we have now entered weil ters. Blow mudh longer is the Blouse aîîd
upon the fiff h monfli of file present ses- the country to be kept in ignorance of this
sion, and up to fhe present fime, unfil tue project la order that matte'rs of fIs kind
generai statement made by tlie Prime -Min.- may lie defermined by the government ? I
Ister to-day, nof one single word of informa- say that If tbis government proposes f0 deai
fion lias been nfforded f0 pariiameîît as to with this question at tlie present session of
wbat the raiiway policy of tbe government parliament, we have already waîted f00,
Is ; and up to the present time îîof one long. I say furfher fIat if the government
single meeting of that transportation coin- adopts the extraordinary Course of bringing
mission lins been heid. Indeed I beleve, clown in fIe fiffI or sixth month o! tlie ses-
the gentlemen who are to compose it hiaveý sion a mneasure of thls klnd, wifhoîît inyv re-
'lot Yet been flna.liy seiecfed. Aithougli the port from the transportation commission
questions witb whiclî that conmmission is %vliiic was referred f0 In fIe speech from
lii cpai are questions most vitaiy and the Throne-I say that if fthe governînent
clo)selY touching the very matter -whicîe tIe propose to continue this deiay stili longer,
government wil bring down. I hope. wltlîln fhey menit, and 1 believe they will receive,


