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No (lerson travelliiij; for |)leasiire will waste 50
hours, at some jteril, on th(! ocean, where there is no-
thinj,' to see, who can, in pcrCeet security, run over
the siiine distance hy hinil, with cultiva'ted country
and a succession of towns and villagi^s to relievo the
eye.

'J'he Americans assembled at the Portland Conven-
tion jdedged themselves to make this line through •':-

territory of Miiine. (;n(>italistsanil coiilrai'tors in that
country profess their readini-ss to (•(mi()K'te the wliole
through the Hritish lu'oviiiees, provided Acts of Incor-
poration are ^'iveii to them with liberal j?rants of land
and ;ii()ney in addition.

r()r various reasons tin? (Jovernimnt of Nova
Scotia are reluctant to [K-rmit this to be done.
They are unwilliiijr to surrender that which nuist

become Ibrever the great highway between tlie cai)i-
tul ol Nova Scotia and her easteVn counties, to the
managerTient and controul of foreign ca[)ita!ists.

They l>elieve it to he, my I,ord,'e(|uallv sound pro-
vincial and sound national "policy, that that jiorlion of
•what must become ;i great highway of nations, which
lies within the territories of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, should Ik; kept under Hritish controul

;

and they believe that the security .-ind didince of
the maritime jirovinccs are involved in adherence to
that |M)licy.

They bVlieve that the honour of the Crown is con-
cerned in this <|uestion, to an extent which calls uikju
them to pledge the entire credit and resources of ijie
province, that it may not be fariiislied. llavin'MJone
this, tiiey believe that the huperial (:overnmi<nt"ou<du
to lake at least sudicicnt interest in the (|uestioirto
enahU? them to enter the Knglish money-market on
the best terms, and eflect a large saving in the expen-
diture re(]uired.

Money is wortli, in the United States and in th

;

liritisli |)rovinces, six f)er cent. Suppo.se this Uailro;id
to be constructed by Aiiierican or provincial capital-
ists. It IS evident that our jKation of it, which will cost
£800.000 stg., must |)ay £18,000, .stg. or £(J0,000
currency, over and above its working expenses.

VVith the Imperial guarantee, w" can obtain the
funds re(|uired at three and a half p,r cent., reducinc
the annual interest to £28,000 sterling, or £;i.-. 000
currency.

'riie (Jovemment of Nova Scotia liclicve, that if
Hritish capital, so much of which flows intt) foreign
States, where it is always insetuuv, and in limes of
trial IS found to have invariably strengthened our ene-
mies can be safely invested in "the Queen s dominions,
the imperial Covernment should lake an interest in
its legitimate employment ; anil they are (piite pre-
pared to invest an e(|ii„l sum to that now re(|uiivd
in Lmilding a line through the western counties of No-
va ScolKi, whenever the eastern pays its working ex-
I«nses and interest on the .sum expended.

°

Ihey lK!lieve that, even if the Province could raise
tlius amount of capital, to witlidraw so large a sum
from the onlinary channels of circulation, vvhere it is
berieficially employed, and earninir interest and profit.s,
would cramp the trade of the country, and i)r()(luce,
on a small scale, embarnissmenfs similar in (heir na-
ture to those cx|)eiienced in the

| lueiit Sl.ite.

1 hey believe that a low rate of interest would lead
to the establishment of a low rate of fares, ol' which
every I'.tiglishman pa.ssing over the line would feel the
advantage.

Thi-y are prepared to carry the Hritish and Ameri-
can niail.s at reasonable rates, ami to aulhonV.e the
Hritish U.nernment to j.ay the amounts contracted
for., the cre.bt of th(. interest on the loan.

1 hey Udieve tliat Her Ma,j,.stv s (ioverninent li-gi-
timately employed their inlluenee in s<;cunng, by the

Nicaragua Treaty, a passage for Hritish subjects anil

commerce to the I'-ast. They believe that to controul
the ^rreat highway to the VVest, and to secure to a
Hritish province the advantages of oceanic steam nu-
vigation, v.iMild be an eiiually legitimate object.

TIk^v believe that if Her Majesty's CJoverninent
takes file lead in these noble North American enter-
prises, they will make the Ciueen's name a tower of
strength on that continent.

They apprehend that if the colonists are driven to
seek .sympathy iiiiil assistance from the I'nited States,

in aid of their public works, to become large diditors

to their capitali-ls, at extravagimt interest, to employ
their citizens iKibiliially in the bosom of their coimtrv,
u revulsion of leeiing. dangerous to Hritish interests,

will he created, which statesmen should fi>resee and
avoid.

Whether, my Lord, it was |)ruilent in the Provin-
cial Covernment to nsk for the Imperial guarantee, I

would respectfully sugi.'ist that it is now too late to
consider. The nd'iisal will wound the pride of every
Nova Scotian, iiiiil strengthen the belief that I'.nglinli

is indiflerent to the industrial develoi.ment of the niii-

ritime jirovinces : that she has no ])olii'v. by backiii"
which their inhabitants can be elevated "to fiiir compe-
tition with their l{e|iublitan neighbours; and that
when they ask her countenance and co-operation in

measures which are as essential to the iiiilinnal dig-

nity and security, as they would be productive ot' in-

ternal improvement, the reply, though courteous, shuts
out lioi)e.

An inii)ivssion prevails in the Lower Provinces, that
either li'om tin.' iinineiliate presence in Canada of noble-
men generally slaiiding high in the confidence of the
Ministry at home, or f'roiii the sensitive irritability

with which all parties resort to open violence in that
Province, mori' weight is given to representations af-

fecting her interest, thaii to those which concern the
maritime colonies. Nova Scotians, coniiielled to sa-
crifice £2-i,000 a-year in the completion of a national
work, by the refusal of the Imperial Coveriiiin nt to

guarantee to the capitalists of I'aigland the interest on
this loan, cannot fail to contrast the relative position
in which they arc jilaced by that nd'usal. That they
may not copy the evil examples by which a larger
share of fraternal consideration will ap|iear to them
to have been secured, shall be my sincere and anxious
prayer.

'I'he (.'aniidas, seeking IJespnnsible Covernment in
the Preneh mode, resorted to armed insurrections,
which it cost iMiu'land 4 or .£5,000,000 to sii|)press.

Immeilialcly ifter the ristoration ol' traiii|iiil;ty, the
Hritish CoveirimenI lent the Canadas £l,.")()().()0().

Had the maritime ]irovinces pailicipateil in those
ri'bellions, every regiment that marched llinnigh them
in the winters of ls;J7 and 1n:!!>, would have been
cut oU" 'I'hey did not. 'I'hcy adhered to their alle-

giance, and (lenoiuiced the rtd)els. They cheered the
soldiers on their winter marches, and provided for

their wives and childre.., Yet Canada has been re-

warded for bad faith an 1 the waste of natioiud re-

s lurces, by a lionus of a millii^n and a halt'; and I

know no terms in which 1 crni ilescribe what mv coun-
trymiT. will I'ecl. if. with a surplus revenue iiln-ady

available to secure the parent Slate i'rom risk, they arc
ivfused the guarantee li)r half that amount.

In I8:i0, the State of Maine called out its militia to

overrun the Province of New Pauiiswii'k. Nova
Scotia.thouirb notdirectlv menaced.promptly tendered
her entire prciiiiiary and physical resources in vindi-

cation of the iialional honor. She had no direct in-

terest in the lioundary (piestion Nf)t an acn' ot' her
soil was meiiaceil

;
yet she did not hesitate to tinder

In-r means, and to set an exiun|)le of loyal unanimity
m ich wanted on the continriit at that moinf nl. and
which, had war ccmuK need, could not have liiiled to

have drawn it into her bosom. Yet now, the people,

she would have fought tender their co-o|ieration to
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