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gtoWe statedy that tlie Indian torritury, accordin^

these lines, would comprahcnd a graat number uf
American citizens ; not less, perhaps, than a hundred
thousand : and asked, what was the intention of the

British government respecting them, and under whose
government they would fall ? It was answerad that

those settlements would be taken into consideration

when the line became a subject of discussion ; but that

such of the inhabitants as would ultimately be includ-

ed within the Indian ^territory, roust make their own
arrangements, and provide for themselves.

The British commissioners here said, that con-

sidering the importance of the question we had to

decide, (that of agreeing to a provisional article) their

government had thought it right, that we should also

be fully informed of its views with respect to the

proposed revision of the boundary line between the

dominions of Great Britain and the United States.

1. Experience had proved that the joint possession

of the lakes, and a right, common to both nations, to

keep up a naval force on them, necessarily produced
collisions, and rendered peace insecure. As O. Britain

oonld not be supposed to expect to make conquests in

thatquarter, and as thatprovincewas essentially weak.
er than the United States, and exposed to invasion, it

was necessary for its security that Great Britain

•hould require that the United States should here,

after keep no armed naval force on the western lakes,

from lake Ontario to lake Superior, both inclusive

;

that they should not erect any fortified or military post

or establishment on the shores of those lakes ; and
that they shoiild not maintain those which were alrea^

dy existing. This must, they said, be considered as

a moderate demand, since Great Britain, if she had

not disclaimed the intention of any increase of territo-

ry, might, with propriety, have asked a cession of the

adjaeent American shores. The commercial navi-

gation and intercourse would be left on the same foot-

ing as heretofore. It was expressly stated (in an.
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