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on the Maogrogor'fl country. The dwclIiDgs of the inhabitants

wore burned, and their cattle driven away. Wo havo no par-

ticular account of the event. It of course receives no mention

in history. Before the scenes which the general historian has

to describe, it fades into infinitesimal insignificance. Even local

trndition scarce preserves any particulars of the aflfuir, eitlier

of the actors in it, the events connected with it, or its imme-

diate consequences. But in one respect we know that the most

important results followed. It was the means of leading one young

man, then about twenty years of age, to leave his native district,

and to proceed to the Lowlands, for the purpose of obtaining

employment there, and upon this simple fact, the whole of our

subsequent history depends. The individual who came down

some one hundred and twenty years ago, like so many more of

his Highland countrymen before and since, for the purpose of

improving his worldly condition, belonged to the celebrated clan

Gregor, but then bore the name of James Drammond, his

family having adopted that name in consequence of the out-

lawry of that clan, and their being forbidden to use their own

name. This was the father of the subject of our Memoir, and

his visit at that time was the means in the arrangements of Divine

Providence of determining the character of his whole future

life, and produced results which eternity alone can disclose.

We believe it is not too much to say, that at that time there

was throughout a large portion of the Highlands little of reli-

gion but the name. In some places the change from Popery to

Protestantism had been accomplished merely by the order of

their Lairds, while except in some favoured districts the mass

of the people had but little acquaintance with the glorious doc-

trines of the Reformation. Even some years later, it was com-

monly said that " Sabbath didna come aboon the pass of Killie-

cvankie." Of the prevalent ignorance and ungodliness James's

native parish had its full share. Up till the time of his leav-

ing for the South, he had, so far as we can learn, little or no

knowledge of the doctrines of the gospel. His motives in

going south appear to have been entirely of a worldly nature,
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