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—a name which scometl to htive a certaia iufliicnco over him, by re--

ciillin:^ to his mind the Christian courige and perseverance or' tho'

(sJreat Patron Saint—a name whioh, however, he did not require to*

bespeak his love for, and fidelity to, the Irish race and creed: for"

whoever heard liini speak of his native country, or preacli the piue--

j^'ric of the Apostle of Trelaitd, ncedcd-no more to know his feelings-

«»f undying attachment to that people, and the emotions he would ex-

perience in alluding to the old land of Erin—in line, a name which,

he merited to bear, and wliich, like St. P.itrick, he bore, by leading a

life of sanetityy.and by maintaining the union of the hoirt with God.-

llis piirents (Joseph Plielan and Catharine Brennan) destined liim

from his infancy to serve in the holy ministry, and they left nothing

undone thiit their ^yishes might be realized, he on his part making hii*

life, even at that eai-iy period, correspond with tliose lioly wishes. As
" truly religious pareuts" they, watclied carefully, over iiim, and con-

tinued to int-truct him in the Christian doctrine, until he ariived at

tiic age when he could be sent to school. He remained studying at .v

good English school until he came to th.e age of (Iftcen ywus, inl
made such proficiency and piotniscd so- much fcr the futlu'e, by his

past good ct)nduct and application, that the tcaclier became hiterested

in his favor, so as to nY\iO his father to semi yoving Patrick- to study

L;itin. Tliis must have pleased huu very much, as it tendixl'to p:o-

mote his views, ftn- he seems to have always had an ardent desire to

serve (jod in the Holy\Ministry. We learn that v.'hih-t his associates

:anused tjiemsolvcs, as youths are accustomed to do, his dilight was

to lie in church, both. bi:^i'ore and after 3lass, on SnnuViys and lloly-

ilays, insfcriicting the children in their Catecliiam,-and reading some
])'ums book for their editieation. By this means he seems to have

stored up that fund;(»f knowledge, and acquired in ai'ter life the ficility

at' conveviirg such to his hearers—so much so, that he cxc.'llf'd- iii

religious lectures. Almighty (lod, by reason of his corrcf^ponding

witli ilis grac.\ gifltd hiu! with that rare talent of seizing the atten-

tion and alf.cting the hearts of his audience, even when he ti-i.'ated of

the most simple subject.s. His zeal' even then showed itself, and In;

displayed such wisdoni in his tender yea.rs, that he was respected in ;i

particular manner by all who knew him. I^Iauy of the coii'rregation

delighted to remain listening to him read for tlie children, and he on

bis ).)art felt happy in passing tlie Su)ulays and Jlolydays i^i this man-

ner—se'. N'ing Ood, and contributing his mite towards the s.dvation of

his neigldjor. This good conduct rendered him dear to the entinr

Palish, and, as I shall show hereafter, their a.jipreciatiua oC hi;i worth

dis))I;)yod it.vlf on the occasion of lii ; dc])avting fin' Amcica.

I might seem to have exagg<>ratcd conci'rning the I'.ievits of the

vonnjj Pju'lan, but anvthing I c< uhl say wouh' not rnual th. fnllowing

t In'ravter, given him by his own l.*avish Prlvst. Tt soeii.s jippvoprir.te

bi in.Hcrt it h'.ire, as it I'clatcs not on'.v to his childiiood but e.lso to his

boyhood.. The il.'V. lild-.vard ^'v'als'h, Parish Prie.-t of 13 .lly.'ugj.ct,

liaving occasion, the iirst day of ^fav. U»l, to wv'A: t.i the Lvov..


