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estimate, |6,000 of a new tax—so that,
when the proper allowances are made,
the revenue for next year shrivels up to
Homething like, say, 150,000 less than
the revenue for the current year. Of
course, the Government will tell you
that tills borrowed mouey and
these arrears are quite properly
counted as the revenue for the
year—an ar<j;ument which auiounts to

just this, ttiat everythint; is all riyht so

lonji; as they can beg, borrow or H.,3al

the mouey lu pay for their extravat^ance.
Well, it 18 not necessary to squabble
about tliat. The point does not depend
upon that. The point is that these
sums do not coine from the natural in-

crease of ordinary sources of Provincial
revenue. Take the arrears. Let us
illustrate. Suppose a merchant makes
out his bills at the first of the month,
and tiiids that they amount to seven
thousand lioilars. He piit>' that down
as the estimated revenue for that month.
But he collects only four thousand.
Next month the bills atnount to nine
thousand, and he puts that down, and
three thousand for arrears— revenue for

the second mouth, twtlve thousand.
He collects altogether tive thousand, and
the third month's bills are ten thousand.
Dosvn it j<oe8 again—ten and seven of

arreaiH— revenue for the third month.
seventeen thousand, or a total of

thirly-six thousand for the three inonths,
while all tiie cash in the business is

twenty-four ttionsand, and only the half

of that is coUectt'd. Now you may say
that no m irchatit would be su(di an ass
as to furure in that manner, but I hope
you will be careful about your lanu'uage,

for that is just the way our Finance
Alinisler tigures. i!:«iTj;hrf.'r and ap-
plause.] Now, about the borrowed
money, it does not come from Provincial
souKtes -y(ju may say it is properly
counted as revenue, it you choose, i)ut

that does not alter the fact that you
must omit it from any calculation in-

tended to siiow, bv the state of the
revenue, the slate of the Province in re

gpect to the prosperity or otlierwise (

its pe"ple. .V prosperous Province w'

iiave a rising revenue—a falling reveni.i-

showa that the Province is not prosper-
ous. Now, when we confine our viev/ to

the revenue which can be propHrly
counted in sr»v.;h a calculation—omitting,

i

of course, borrowed monev and "arrears"

—we find that it is, according to the
Finance Minister's calculation, falling.

In other words, we (ind stagnation, if

not ret."ogre88ion, where there should be
nrosperity." [Loud and prolonged ap-
plause.]

.Viter revenue, it was natural, said the
speaker, to turn to exnenditurn. He
could not go exhaustively into the s-ub-

ject, but would endeaver to give them a
pointer or two, so that they might judge
of tlie set of the current. While he dia-

{)Uted the statement that the revt'uue
h:id kept pace with the expenditure, he
would show that the expenditure had
not been backward about maKing prog-
ress, at all events. The most important
item of expenditure in this country was
that for reproductive public works

—

roads, streets, bridges, and wharves, in

the language of the estimates. He would
give them the tigures fiom the public
accounts for seven years, using round
numbers

:
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He could not give them the expenditure
for the current year, ol course, as it did
not end till the 30th of June; but the
estimates had been about $214,000. It

thus appeared that, although Ministers
boasted that the revenue had doubled in

seven years, and, although a million had
been borrowed for works of development
in the meantime, the Government felt

itself able to expend on such works, in

ttie current year, only a paltry $9,000
more than they liad expended four
years ago. Then take the average before
and after the borrowing of that million
for works of development. The average
expenditure for these works in the five

years before the million was borrowed
was ^ISLOOO a year. The average for

the three years since was .$207,000 a
yeai'. The diSerence only made about
$258,000 out of the million; but the
million was all gotiH. Where? Perhaps
the next statement mikiht throw a little

light on the subject. It was a statement
of -he salary bill for the seven years

—

that was, the regular Government offi-

cial salary bill — "soft snaps" like

the Boardof Health expenditures I laugh-
ter], did not appear in it

:


