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the conclufiloiiH arrivcd ut ; thercforc, wliilc

Ihc protocols Kubstuntially contain tho rcsiilt

of Uni ncgotiutions cnded in thc 'rrcuty, Ihiy

muHt not 1)0 lookfd iipon as chronological du-

tailM of facts and incidents as thcy occiirrcd. I

say Bo, bocauHo thc protocol wliich rulatos more
ospecially to thc Fishcrics would kad ouc to

suppose that at thc first meeting, and with-

out prcvious discussion, thc Uritish Commis-
Hioners stated " that they wcre prepart;d to
" disciisB the question of the Fisherics, either

" in détail or generally, so as either to enter
«' into an examination of the respective rights
<' of the two countrics under the Trcaty of
" 1818, and the gênerai law of nations, or to
" approach at once the Bcttlcmcnt of the ques-
" tion on a comprehensivc basis." Now the
fact is, that it was found by the lîritish Com-
missioncrs when they arrivcd ut Washington,
and had an opportunity of ascertaining the
feeling that prcvailcd at that timc, not only
nmong the Uuitt^d States Commissioncrs, but
among the public mcn of the llnitid States

Tvhom they met there, and from their ccnunu-
nications with other sources of information, that

the feeling was uni versai that ail (lucstions

should be settled beyond the possibility of dis-

pute in tho future, and more C8i)ecially that if by
any pobsibility a solution of the difficultics

respecting the Fisherics could be arrivcd at, or

a eatisfactory arrangement be made by which
tho Fishery question could be placed in abcy-
ance as in 1854, it would be to the advantage
of both nations. It must be remembercd that

the Commission sat in 1871, that the exclusion

of American lishermcn from our waters was en-
forced and kcpt up during the whole of 1870,

and that grcat and loud, though I belicve uu-
founded, complaints liad becn made that

American fishing vessels had bcen illegally

seized although they had not trespassed upon
our waters. Persons interested had been using
erery effort to arouse and stimulate the minds
of the pcople of the United States agaiust

Canada and the Canadian authorltles, and it

was felt and expressed that it would be a grcat

bar to the chance of the Treaty being acceptcd

by the United States, if one of the causes of
irritation which had bcen occurring a few
months before should be allowed to remain
unsettled ;

collisions would occur betwecn
American fîshermen claiming certain rights,

and Canadians resisting those claims, and
thcreby unfriendly feeling would be arouscd
and ail tl)o good which might be effectcd by
the Treaty would be destroyed, by quarrels

between man and man engaged on the fishing

grounds. This feeling prevailed, and I as a
Canadian knowing that the people of Canada
desired, and had always expressed a wi^h to

enter into the most cordial reciprocal trfde

arrangements with the United States, so stated

to the British Commissioners, and they had no
hésitation, on being invited to do so, in sta-

ting that they would désire by ail means to re-

move every cause of dissention respecting thèse
fisherics by the restoration of the old Rccipro-
cjty Treaty of 1854. An attempt wag made in

18(5,') by the bon. memhcr for Sherbrooke
[Sir A. T. (ialtj ami Mr ilowlaiid ou behalf . !

Canada, to renew tlmt Treaty, but fuilcd, b«-

cause the circumstanccs of tin- United Stutes

in 1HG5 were very dill'erent from what they
werc in 1854, and itappearedout of the question
and iiuposBible for the United States to agreo
to a Treaty with cxactly the sanie provisions
and of cxactly the sam<! nature as tliatof 1854.
So tho Uritish Commissioners, btdieviug that a
treaty similur in deUiil to that of 1854 could
not be obtained, urged that one couceivcd in

the same spirit but ada])ted to the altered

circumstanccs of the two countrics should
be hdopted, and this vicw was strongly

pressed upon the Joint Commission. This wili

appear from tho protocol refcrring to this

branch of the Treaty. It will alsoa{)pear from
the protocol that the Unit(!d States Commis-
sioners stated that tho lieciprocity Treaty was
out of the question, that it could not be acceptcd
without being submittud to both branches of

Congress, and that there was not the slightest

possibility of Congress i)assing Buch an
Act, and that the agreement by the two Gov-'
ernments to a treaty, ineluding provisions
similur in spirit to the Treaty of 1854,
would only cnsuro the rejection of the
Treaty by the Sonate, and thcrefore that

8ome other solution must be found. I

believo that tho llnited States Commis-
sioners wcre candid and were accurate in their

view ofthe situation. I believo that had tho
Treaty contained ail the provisions, or tho
essential provisions ofthe Treaty of 1854, they
would liave insured its rejection by the Sonate
When I speak of the conférences that were
held on the fisherics I would state, for the in-

formation ef those membors of the Ilouse wha
may be unacquainted with the usage in such mat-
ters, that the Commissioners did not act at thc
discussions individually. The conférence was
composcd of two units the British Commission
and the United States Commission. If a ques-
tion arose in conférence on which either of the

two parties, the British or American branch
desired to c()nsulttogether,thcy retired, and on
their return expressed their vicws as a whole
without référence to the individual opinions

of the Commissioners. As an indivdual mem-
ber ofthe British Couimmission, and behalf of

Canada when it was found that we could not

obtain a renewal of the lieciprocity Treaty,

I urged upon my English colleagues that

the Canadians should be allowed to re-

tain the exclusive enjoyment of the inshore

Fisherics, and that means should bo u.sedto ar-

rive in some way or other at a scttlement of

the disputed questions in relation to tlie fish-

erics, so as to sottie the headland question and
the other one rolating to trading in our ports

by American fishermen, and I would bave
been well satisfied actin^ on behalf of the

Canadian Government if that course had
been adopted by the Impérial Government, but
Her Majcsty's Government felt, and so in-

structed her Commissioners
; and it was so

felt by the United States CommissionerSt that


