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liim :in indulgent Parent ; but Rome would have felt the bad

example for ever.

Though the Americans urged, as you pretend, by our

i!l-ufagc, have been compelled to apply to France— it does not,

in my opinion, leflen the offence. Were a child of Mr. Burke's

to apply to his natural enemy for aid to refift his Father, I

prefume he would not think it any proof of the gentlcnefs of his

difpofition, or that it entitled him the fooner to forgivenefs. It

is an cafy thing to expatiate over the wide fields of declamation,

and to cull its flowers at pleafurej but the moment we bring

home the application to ourfelves, we are convinced of its ab-

furdity. Were you inclined to examine every fide with that

accuracy which you certainly pofTefs, you would find that the

Americans can look even at Monarchy with no very great aver-

fion, by offering, (as you fay) to throw themfelves into the

arms of France. Had liberty been their only objedl, they never

would have bartered it for defence j nor while they were com-

plaining of the deprivations of Freedom from one quarter, would

they voluntarily give it up in another.

Give me leave. Sir, proceeding along with your Letter, to

offer fome Objeftions to that great principle which you think fo

clear, and which you deliver in fuch decifive language,—" That

the difprjition of the People of America is wholly averfe to any

$ther than a free Government" Without dwelling at this mo-

ment


