
[M^f,

•ttici^ricijci^d in the; Heat of their giddy Age,

\wcmld duiyc forward the Bufinefs of the World

into fuch a Scene of Diforder and Confufion, as

would make every one wifli to have fome Reftraint

laid upon human A<5tions, that did not wiih to be

miferable : And fuch Reftraint therefore c^n never

in Reafon be deem'd any Abridgment of true Li-

berty, which every one that can forefee the hurt-

ful Confequences of any Adion, would volunta-

rily lay upon himfelf

.

If then to Creatures, ignorant in many Inftances

of what is really beft for themj fallible in moiV,

and on every Side befet with Frailty and Imper-

fedion, fome Rule of Adion be neceflary, the

Happinefs of every Individual, as near as poffible,

muft in Reafon be the only*Mark to which this

Rule fhould be diredcd : And if Happinefs be

the Meafure and Boundary of our Liberty, it is

Truth alone, which can difcover wherein this

Happinefs confifts. For as Truth arifes out of

the unchangeable Relations and Differences of

Things, wnich conftitute Good and Evilj ancj

as the Knowledge of the Truth (I am fpeaking

of natural Truth only) confifts in the Conformity

of our Ideas with thofc Differences and Rela-

tions ; the more we know of theie, the niore

clearly (hall we difcern between Good and Evil ;

the more perfed: (hall we be in the Knpvvled^e

of the Way that leads to Happinefs, a^d offcwrfe
• the


