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liuiii.s ol the Uuitocl Slates, to search her for the seamen,

as he alleged, accordhif^' ^o the customs and nsago of

civilizL'd nations on terms of peace and amity "wilh each

o[|n.i-_conceding' the same ]'iyht to Americans if they

should make a similar demand. On the morni?ig of tho

22nd ol" June, Ills Majesty's ship "Leopard," Captain

Humphreys, i>i'ocoeded to sea, and meeting the American

frigate "Chesapeake," Commodore Barron, ahout fourteen

miles from land, hailed her, and said, '-he had despatches

from the British Commander-in-chief." Tho "Chesapeake"

ho\e to, and an officer from the "I^eopard." was sent on

hoard v.'i'h tho Admiral's orders and a letter from Captain

Humphreys, saying that he hoped to be able to execute

the Admiral's order in (he most amicable manner. Upon
reading llic ordt'r find the letter, Commodore Barron

stated that liis orders fiom his Government were most

peremptory, to pr(>venl any foreigner from mustering his

ship's company, tliat lie had no deserters, and that his

instructions prevented his allowing the "Chesapeake" to be

searched. On receiving Ihis answer, the "Leopard" edged

down to the '-Chesapeake," and Captain Humphreys hailing,

said '-that Commodore Barron must be aware that the

order of the British Commander-in-chief must be obeyed,"

the only answer made to this wa.s "I do not understand

what you say," which was evidtiitly evasive, for the

'•Leopard" was to v.indward and the hail must liave been

heard. Orders v.ere then given (o lire a shot acro.ss the

' Chesapeake's" bow from the lower deck ; aHer a minute

another ; and in two more, no satisfactory answer having

been given, a broadside was poured into In^r. The
"Chesapeake" did not return the lire, but Commodore

Barron hailed, when orders were given to cease firing ; but

as he only said he was going to send a boat on board, and

as they were preparing to return the fire, it was supposi^l

to be an artihce to gain time, and orders were again given

to lu'c—two more broadsides were tho result—wheji sho
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