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went were Cincinnati. Middletown, Akron. Uayton, Springfield.

Youngstown, Columbus and Cleveland. The city which took

the lead in endeavoring to handle the migration problem was

Cleveland. This was due to a couMderable extent to the fact

that the housing conditions in Cleveland were espec.ally bad.

Investigations made in tlie summer of 1017 by the Chamber

of Commerce showed that housing conditions never were so

in need of remedying as they were at that time. The influx

of negroes, thousands of whom were living in box cars on

railway sidings, was only one feature of the problem, investi-

gators say. In nearly every part of the city, and especially

in the vicinity of large manufacturing plants, workers are herded

together, paying as much as $8 a week for a single room for

a whole family.'

The Cleveland Welfare Federation appointed a committee

composed of representatives of both races, to study problems

made acute in Cleveland by the recent incoming of probably

10,000 negroes from the South. At the first meeting of this

committee. August 3, 1917. the city welfare department an-

nounced that Gl per cent of the men in the workhouse at

Warrensville were negroes and that of 100 women 6G were

negroes. The normal proportion of negroes in the workhouse

before the migration began was about 10 per cent, he said.

This nad mounted rapidly in the last year. It was brought

out that the cause of this increase lay in housing congestion,

lack of opportunities for recreation and because negro migrants

are ignorant of the city's customs, laws and ordinances. A sub-

committee was therefore appointed to look into this matter,

as well as into tlvat of perils surrounding newly arrived negro

girls. A subcommittee was also appointed to study housing

congestion and health problems. The secretary of the Cleveland

Real Estate Board reiterated that there were 10,000 houses,

renting at $25 and under, needed at the present time for both

negro and white residents, and that, owing to labor difficulties

and the high price of building materials, very little had been

done to relieve the situation. He stated that a partial solution

^Clcfcland Neu-s. August 11, 1917.


