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(ilw iKt tMt wt irt in Of BidM of • fiMt worid criiis, Bwl» tke i*€fld 1mm
Mvcr tMB, tad that tbt pcndt^un lat iwuaf tmvy out Ms ipMi far ftvoi
its oRttBanr <»dHrtkiM, tar bqrand uijr poim it hu «f« snroadMd bdte*.
uid tint of aecmity it BMM niura, sad JBriaa tiM p«iod feUt^
|MM to tte otter extnrae iiofaro odlaa^ itsdf tfiaa to its ofdiaur bwv»>
BMBts. bdlcatiag the fst ud ku pwiodB to be fouDd ia s cycle of ywn with
tfie world ia s aormsl coaditioB.

Sir Oeorp Foster, ia his "Csn to Adioa" substMitidly took «i positioa
flMt Csuds's bosiaess is aiMie up of the aggrcgtte of the iadiridiul btisiaessM
withia Csaads, sad thst those aisn reqMSsible for the couatrr's iadustry sit
best fitted to sav what should bs done sad how it should be doM, so ss to put
fltv house in order for the uaprecadsBted cooditioBs thst anst of aeosssity ioOow
ttie ultrs-absormsl situatioB ia whidi we fiad oursehes tMw. It wss his
desire, ss clesrfy stMed ia his *'aiSl to •cttoB," Uiat our biuiaess am diould
soriottsly talce up the couatry's busfaiess proUeais, seriously sngsfs ia » study
of ttMBi, ss wen ss of the ofqicituaities pnxaised by the new era whicfa aaist
f^low die war. Ia other word<i, he widwd dtem to get toteCber fai uaits d
m^tries, to study, sad study, and study, and then to come forwaid ia cob-
vcatioB and give the Goremaicat through him their best Judgmeat as to wbtt
Canada diouId be doing now—not tomorrow, so ss to make some sdmuats
prqwration for the future.

No one win qucstioa the ri|dit of Sir George Foster to caO wmb dtiscas
of Caaada to give the couatiy the best that is in them in dds period of peril
I>WI»*yP«ril? What evidence have we of any peril? We would rmdre
somelhiag stranger than diose binoculars of wfaidi we heard so mudi in Ottawa
^vtly after tte opening of the war, in onkr to make out any sign ot peril on
this <»ptiaent On the cootranr, aU eridences are dwse of tmsperi^, aad
unbridled prosperity at dial The couatry's fiaaadal statements show it from
tune to time; it is to be seen on our streets—everywhere.

It is the old story of Thomas, the doubting apostle, who had to see to
believe. In oduv words, we nnut break through die ice hdan we can be made
to realise tte danger. And yet, are we not one (rf the partidpaats in diis
8trua;le? Beleiium, our aUy, Ukewise is one. I sm not going to recount iriutt
has hai^)ened in Bdgiura, or to many <rf her women and chiWren, but perfaus
the Hun wouM be more oonsiderate oi our women aad chiUnn if he nt kosc
amoBgMus. PorhaMl

*

I^ us retom then to Sir Georfl^ Foster's praposed coDvmtioa aad foUow
It throu^ to the fiaish. Because it is interesting as dmwiag a side 1^ on
one <rf the wesknesses in our dcmocragr. First, was theie say need^ an
inve^ntioB and study of the countr/s induces? I bdieve we must aU
admit diere was, and diere stiU is. b die decade preceding diis war, our
pnt^taity was handed to us throuj^ loans of milliom of money by Europe lor^ building of die country's plant Today, it is war onfars causing every
whed in die country to b sfMeded up to its utmost liadt, lesultiiw m die
oooding of the country with money draw£ firom die sacrifices of Europe. To-
moriow, when peace is dedarod. iriutt is to be? Aye, diat is die qositfifla dut
^r George Forter was danfy conoeroed about, and it is a question we ^wiild
be grapfding with now, or do we prefer the coU plunging throudi tte dun ice of
uniwqiaredness tddch wffl be our fate unless we wake up to a realisation of
our pontioB?


