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DANGRR OF FLOOD.

This year, so far, has an extraordinary
record for disasters by flood. Large
American cities, such as Civcinnati and
Pittsburg, have suffered in a mannor hith-
erto unparalleled in their history. The
loss of lif + has been large, and the des-
truction of property unprecedented. Their
experience comes home to ourselves. We
have not yet had tinie to luok upon the
floods that inundated this city last spring
as a thing of the past.  Although unac-
companied by loss of life or serious dis-
aster, their serious aspect will for many a
year to come be a vivid recollection.

The danger of fHod from Colony Creck
which inundated the north side of the
city will not occur again. That was ow-
ing to the turning of the water from its
natural channel by the railway track.
Suflicient culverts had not been provided,
and the dam created by the grading sent
the water down over the city.

But the danger from an overflow of Red
River still remains. DBut even thisis not
so great as in the pust.
the past shows that every yewr high water
serves to diminish the prospeet of harm
from that point.  Fifty years ago a tree
could be felled and thrown over Red
River so as to provide a suflicient path-
way on which to cross. The channel has
since then widened with every succeeding
freshet, until it has reached the dimen-
sions it now assumes.  Where only the
red man’s canoe could find room to navi-
gate, magnificent craft of five hundred
tons burthen ride with ease, and carry to
market the produce of our country. Last
year the chanrel was greatly widened by
the flood, and the possibility of a repeti
tion was consequently diminished, If
the.river couid be straightened so that
the stiff hend around Point Douglass
would be abated there would not at any
time be the danger that exists. The
strong current drivesthe ice up againstthe
bank, and this by accumulating, the jams
are so formed.  With a straight channel
this would be obviated. We commend
this matter to the attention of our city
fathers.

But the chances of escape from the
flood in Winnipeg this spring are said to
be good. The ice in the river is very
rotten and will break up easily, so that
no dangoev is expected. Still it is well to
%e prepured for the worst.

STONEWALL is to have a bank very soon. Two
or three local capitalists are the promoters.

The record of :

Winntpeg Wholesals Markets.

During the past week business in wholesale
circles has been quiot. It was only what was
to ho oxpected at this time of the year. The
season for the sale of winter gouds has nassed,
and the spring trade, except in a few branches,
has not yetset in.  Wholexale houses are bus-
ily engaged in malbing preparntions for the
coming season.  Large instaliments of goods
are being received and the hands are busily en-
gaged In putting them inonder. A certain
uumber of sorting up orders are continually
coming in, but these are only small in amount.
No general revival of trade is expected for a
month to come, awd then it is expected that
the demand for goods will be active.  Clollec-
tions are still sluggish, but show some improve.
ment over the past few weeks.  The milder
weather of the past few weeks hns facilitated
the marketing of grain in the country, and con-
siderable mouey has thus been put into circula-
tion. 'Thosc whoask for renewals shew that if
they are allowed a month or two longer they
will be in a position to pay without difliculty.
There is plenty of grain in the country, which
if turned into mouey will give general relicf,
The prospects for spring trade are excellent,
and men in business feel correspondingly en.
couragesd.,

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY.

There is very littlo being done in the way of
selling at prescut.  The manutacturer’s houses
are busily engaged stocking their country agen-
cies. Large quantities of goods have arrived
duriag the week, and there isa heavy stock in
transit.  There is little chance of the supply
being uncqual to the demand igswmmer. Col-
lections are still slow, and s' but little im-
provement. ‘This is owing to the cold weather
and the conscquent datliculty cxperienced in
marketing the products of the last harvest.

BOOTS AND SMOES,

Spring orders in this branch of tiude to a
large extent have been taken, and the houses
are busy filling them  Shipments from the
castern Provinces are being received daily. Be-
youd the filling of orders theve is hut little
doing. Some of the houses report collections
very fair, while others complain that they are
not up to the mark, Still there is not much
rcason for complaint on this score, and a few
wecks more will, it is expected. bring things
back to a satisfactory condition.

CLOTHING.

Quiet, is tnc unanimous report from the
clothing houses. Business in their line has not
yet fairly opencd, and beyond the filling of some
spring orders business is literally at a stand-
still. A good tradeis confdently expected to
open up with the advent of spring. Collce
tions are only middling, and cannot be said to
haveimproved any since last weck,

CROCKERY AND UASSWARE.

There is no particular change to note in this
line of business,  The wholesale men ave lay-
ing on their oarr and are not pressiag busine s
at all. Beyond the ordinary run of city trade
there is nothing doing.  Collections show but
little improvement, but the accounts are mostly

in good hands.  With tho opening of spring a
general revival of trade is expected.

DRY GOObS,

The dulluess which has been the leading
characteritic of the dry goods tradu for the past
fow weeks still continues to be its chicf feature,
Travelera in the country have sent in very little
beyond small sorting up orders. It is not ox.
pected that chero will heany change in circun
stances to report for fully a month yet. Deak
ers in the city and country as well have in
many cascs overstocked themselves, and do not
feel at liberty to make further additions to
their stocks until their shelves have been more
thoroughly cleared. The whalesale houses, ve-
cognizing the existing condition of things, are
not pressing husincss cagerly, Lut are content
to hold off till nearer the end of the season.
Collections aro very slow, in fact only a smail
percentage of notes is paid as they come due.
Still many of them are beingreduced inamount
by small degrees, enstomers showing a disposi-
tion to do the best they can under the
cirewmstances.  Tho stocks of goods on hand
are heavy, and all the leading houses are well
prepared for the spring trade.

DRUGS AND CHEMICALS,

During the past week o better business has
been done than for some time past.  Consider-
able orders are being received from the coun-
try, and the c'ty trule keeps well up to the
average. Collections are very fair, there being
but httle ground for complaint in this respect.

FANCY GOODS AND "“ ALLWARES.

Dealers in this line repdrtia very satisfactor
rtade. Orderscomingin, though not large, show
no falliug off in numbers.  The demand from
the conntry has been fair, and collections are®
by no means bad. Travelers report a gobd.
prospect for spring tmde‘.

FISH, POULTRY AND GAME,

During the lenten season the demand for fish
is greater than at any other period of the year
The supply has, however, been sufficient of late
and prices arc reasonable.  Considerable quan
titics of white fish and sturgeon are on hand,

and the coarser qualities have been well sup-
plied. Fionan haddics by the case sell at 124

cents per pound.  Very little poultry ie offer-
ing, and game, being out of scason, is not ex-
pected. There is a good supply of cod on hiand
at 813 per barrel.

FRUIT,

Thereis no change in prices from last week's
quotations. A very fair trade is being done in
all lines.  Apples hold firm at $6.00 to $87.50
per barrel ; Valencia oranges, §12 to $13. 1.
meria grapes, 810 to Sl per barrel ; figs in
mats, 10c; large boxes, $14c ; small hoxes-20c,
Raisins, loose Muscatels, §3.50; black crown,
$3.25 ; triple crown, $8.50; four crown, $8.35.
Extensive additions to stock are expeeted in a
week or two.

FCRS AND SKINS,

No change to report in prices from that given
last week.  Very little doing. A fow green
hides are coming in.  The price quoted is $5.
No salted offering.

GROCERIES,

Business, although still quict, showsan im
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