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Tus Late Hon. Sauven Beaney Ianrrison.

Sydenham to move the amendments, which ! known Digest, one of the most useful Luoks

though only slightly modifying the original |

resolutions, remain on the Journals of the
House as the lex seripta of Responsible Gov-
ernment in this country.

After his resignation of office in September,
1843, he removed from Kingston to Toronto,
and again commenced vigorously the practice

of his profession in partnership with Mr. Colley :

Foster, and a flourishing and increasing busi-
ness was the result of his labours.

In 18344 he azain entered Parlizment as
member for Kent. On the 4th January 1845,
he was appointed Judge of the Surrogate
Court for the Home District in the place of
Mr. Blake, and on the 29th May 1848, he was
made Judge of the District Court for the
Home District on the resignation of the late
Judge Burns.

He was called to the Bar of Upper Canada
in Michacimas Termn, 1839, and was made a
Queen’s Counsel on 4th January 1845, and
was elected a Bencher of the Law Society.

Amongst the numerous other public posi-
tions held by this lamented gentleman was
that of one of the first appointed members of
the Board of Education for Upper Canada,
of which, in February, 1848, upon the death
of Bishop Power, he was unanimously chosen
chairman. iis services in the cause of public
instruction may best be expressed in a minute
adopted at a meeting of the Board shortly
after his decease—as follows :—

“ That this Council learn with the dezepest re-
gret the decease of the Hon. Samuel Bealey
Harrison, Q. C., Judge of the County and Surro-
aate Courts of the county ‘of York, who, as mem-
ber of Lord Sydenkam’s administration, and Sec-
retary of the province, introduced and csrried
through the legislatuie, in 1841, the first general
schoul Lill for united Canada, who was a member
of this council since its first urganization iu 1846,
snd its chairman during the last nineteen years,
and who by his intelligence and enlarged views,
and by his interest in public education, conferred
great bendfits upon the country and contributed
largely to the cfficiency of the proceedings of the
Counczel, while yy kLis courtesy and kindness he
added much to the pleasure of its deliberations.”

Even during the time devoted to the en-
grossing care of his professional duties, Mr.
Hurrison found time to give to the profession
several law works which will hand his name
down for many years to come. Atan early
period in his carcer he published his we'l

ever writien, and that not only as to tue
matter of it, but as to the manner of arrange.
ment adopted. When he commenced u«,
the making of digests was somewhat of 3
new thing, and that he had the art of arrange.
ment is evidenced by the fact that his system
has been to a great exter’ ~ V-~ -ed in later
works of the same nature. He edited a second
edition in 1837, in three volumes, comprising
nearly three thousand pages of closely printed
matter. e also published a new edition
of Weodfall’'s Lanciord and Tenant, now i~
general use, largely altering, and in many
places adding to and re-writing the origina
work. In 1835 he published, in connection
with his friend Mr. Wollaston, a volume o
reports of cases in the King's Bench and Bul
Court during that year. In 1838, in conjunc
tion with Mr. F. Edwards, he wrote a pract
cal abridgment of the law of Nisi Prix
together with the general principles of law ap
plicable to the civil relation of persons and tix
subject-matters of legal contention.

He entertained strong views as to the pro-
priety and feasitility of a code of legal pracecw
ings, upor: a plan similar to one proposed by
Crofton Uniacke. With the object of testing
and explaining his ideas on the subject, he con
piled in 1825 a small but compact synopsi
of the law of evidence, intending eventuaily
to bring his views more prominently befor
the public. We are not aware, however, that
it ever went further than this.

In later days, in the western suburbs of the
City of Toronto, he employead his leisure timt
in the carec and management of one of the
best kept and most complete little gardens i
this country. A walk through the green
houses and grounds with their pleasant pr>
prietor was something to be remembered

As a judge he was respected by all—the pr
fession having great confidence in his ablly
snd impartiality and the knowledge which be
possessed of the first principles of law, an
the public placing unlimited reliance on fus
strong common sense, heen perception of cht
racter and motives, and his intense hatred o
anything approaching to meanness or injustice

These attributes made him eminently su
cessful in his sphere as Judge of Divisi™
Courts. e had the happy way of satisfying
in a great measure, botk. parties, or at least of
convincing their better judgment that i



