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they found it necessary te give heed
to many delicate and pressing ques.
tiens that grew out of the great pro.
ject under consideration. Amongst
these was the question of safeguard-
îng the educational rîglits 0f the QuO-
bec and Ontario minorities.

Âlready Quebee, long even before
the Act of Union in 1840 had con-
ceded t» the English and non-Catholie
minority their Separate or Dissenti-
ent Schools and had so perxnitted their
full development, that at the time of
Confederation iii 1867 the minority
in Quebec possessed a complete sehool
system of their own, fromn the prxnary
school to the university--elementarY
schools, academies, a normal sehool,
inspecters and a conmiÎttee of the
Couneil of Publie Instruction.

Se Sir John Willison in hie «Remin-
iscences Political and Personal",* is
entirely astray where he Baye toueli-
ing on the question of dissentient
uchools in Quebec at the time of Con-
federation:

"In Ontario if a sehool section con-
tained a single Roman Catholie child
it could attend the Publie School wîth-
ont impediment or embarrassment. In
Quebec there were and there are still
whoe counties where absolutely no
provision exista for the education of
isolated Protestant families."

It la net possible that Sir John Wil-
lision lias read the school laws of Que-
bec, otherwiee lie neyer would have
made sucli a statement as the abe've.
If Sir Johnsa statement is truc, how
cornes it that we learu from the Re-
port of the Superintendent of Educa.
tien for Quebec for 1916-17, page 14,
that urne hundred and sevei-ty Pro-
testant pupils frequeuted the Cath-
elie schools of the Province aud two
thousand aud sixteen Cathelic pupilî
attended the Protestant schools for,
the saine year?1

The fact la that in Quebec, sacord-
ing to the school laws, the minority
even should it be a single family eau
declare themselves disseutienta or re-
main with the majority and send their
children te the sehool o! the majority.

Sir John Willison saya furtheý
the Protestant teachers o! Queb
the eve of Confederation, whi]
delegates were in Lo>ndon, sent E
tion to the Throne asklng for
dress of their educational griep,
Well I have already indicated
the Engliali non-Catholie miner
Quebec, at this very time, posseý
coxnplete Sehool System o! theii
and had absolute control over it
the Separate School System o:
tario, at the saine time, was s.
elementary possessing neither E
mal school,. higli sehools, insp
nor a committee of publie iu
tien.

'What could the Englieli non-
olie Teachers of Quebec who pel
ed the Throne on the eve of Con:
ation have desired? Here is
grievance as set forth in their
tien: "Your Majesty's subjectf
fessing the Protestant faith art
jected to serious disadvantages
in being deprived of the benefit
general system o! education W,
to that enjoyed by their feiloi
jects lu Upper Canada.-"
.In a word the minority in

thougli possessiug a complete
System o! their own aud havin,
eontrol o! it desired to impose
views on the majority. That la
what the petition meant.

May I cite at this point a -w
to the geuerosity and liberality
whieh the majority in Quebec ti
the minority during the years p:
ing Confederation. Sir John A.
donald in bis discussion o! the
Separate Sceol bihl of 1855 we
front his Memoirs, vol. I., pagf
while contrasting the Ontaric
Quebec systems of education
"The systemn in vogue in Quer
more liberal. than ours in Onta
that it not only permits the ea
ment of ]Protestant Schools foi
testant ehildren but slows the
municipal machinery te be eml
to coileet the rates to maintain t

Ail this time the Catholie mi
of Ontario, with the Catholie B.
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