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I'lie policy of the federalifts In this rcfpcft was dig-

nified and honourable ; tliat of the democrats miferably

contraded.

tSlien and Sedition laics, and Eight per Cent Loan.

The faftious clamour excited againft the fedition and

alien laws, again fl the eight percent, loan—which cla-

mour was the principal means of changing the adminiitra-

tion, and taking it from tlie hands of the federalists, to

place it in thofe of the democrats—may be juflly reckon-

ed among the fins of the latter paity. A candid review

of the fo-ftiled fedition law, at the prcfent hour, when
the public ferment to which it gave rife, has wholly
fubfided, will fatisfy any reafonable man, that fo iar

from being an outrageous infringement ot liberty, as was
afferted, it v.'as a meafjre n(<t merely defenfible ; but ab-

folutelv ncceifarv and indifpenfiblc towards the fupport

of government.* To enable the reader to judge for

liinifelf, without the trouble of referring to a volume of
llie laws, I annex the document itfelf.

'§

"Stc. 1. Be it enartol hy the Senate and House of Rcpresenta-
Jivc's of the United .Slates of Auii-iicii. in Con!{irss Hssembled, That
if any persons shall unlaufully combine or conspire tnoet/ier^ ivilh in-

tent fo oppose any measure or measures of the govemmeni oj the United
Slates, which are or shall be directed Lt/ proper authority, or to im.
pede the operation of any late oj" the United States, or to iiitimidalt- or
jiifvenl any (tersuii holiiint; a place or uffi<'e in or under the {{OVfrn-

Mient c»f the Uniled States, from undertaking, pcrforiuin};, orexecnt-
iug Lis trust or duly ; and if any person or persons, with intent as

* It is but justice to avow that the writer of this hook was aa
itrdtht in his opposition to, and as much alarmed al the probable
consequences of, Mie alien and sedition laws, a> any man in Ibe com-
munity As it requires an exlraordiiiarv de;;ree of corporeal sanity
to resist the cflects of a violent epulemical disorder : so it requires
great sliena;th of mind to k»cp out of tl»e vortex of factious coiita*

Rion, v*hen prevalent with those whose opinions are generally conge-
nial with our own. Of this strength of mind the viriler was desti-
tute, in common with a large poriiou of his feltow^citizeiiB.


