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if a man can once believe, he may iii<11y, by
human authority, tranfgicfs thclc Lvs, be
lofes much of the due and ncccfiary rc^fpccl

that ought to be paid t]>cm, and flidi after-

wards be able to refifl their checks and ad-

monitions with greater enfe and facility : and

he that owes to 20 people, and pays them
with five fixths of their due, and fees his

neighbour do the like, under colour of law

to-day, will, I am afraid, v/ith lefs regret

and compun(flion, defraud his creditors with-

out a law to-morrow.

But now, granting th:t intire reconipence

ought to be made, it may be ailced how the

quantum of paper to be paid, for antecedent

filver debts, xliall be afcertained.

The legiflature cannot fettle it with exadt

juflice, becaufe no ficill can difcover what the

future current value (liall he; and if tJie

people arc left to do it themfelves, it will in-

troduce many law-fuits and oppreffions, and

flill they m.ay be as far from right as if the

legillature had dene it. The greater incon-

veniences in the latti^r, rationally determine

the power to the former. When they come
to exercife it, if it is the lirft experiment of

the kind, I im.aoine thev can do little more
than 8:uefs i-.t the value. But as it is within

demonftnitioDj that the paper cannot be

ec[uaj


