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C H A P. I.

Of the Northern Part of the BRITISH AMERICAN Dcminion.s particularly

of the Cuuntrifs bordering on H U D S O N'S-B A Y ; with the Iflands of N E W-
FOU N D L A N D, CAP E B R E T O N, and St. J O H N.
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SECT. I-

Of ihi Countries bordering on Hulfin's-hay ; a particular

Juiunt of the Clii/mte, Soil, l^e^cubles, iintl Minerals ;

with a Dffaipticn cf the Bc.ivcr.

THK mnfl northern part of America fubjefl to the

Kiii^lifh, particularly thi- i-ouiitries boulerioii; on

Hiidliiii's-hay, wiiith arc litu.itu.l lictwcen the iihieth and

-•/. I'cvcnti 'th lit'i^rcc ot nurlh l.itiiuJc, and extcnJ between

I /(•. the fiUyfiid and onf huiidtedth degree ot welt longi-

fide, iniludiiig Hiidfim'i-bay j aie bounded on the

north by unknown lands and leas about tlie pole, on the

tall by the AtUnut ocnn, on the louth by the Gulph

ot St Lawii'nce and Canada, and on the well by un-

known lands. Wcio we to extend tiic country claimed

bv Great liritain as far as our mariners have dil'cover-

ed tc the north, we might Krctch it to eighty-one de-

grees thirty minutes norih latitude ; tor lo tar captain

Hudlon and captain Baffin have lailed, and g.ive their

names to the bays lo called ; but we are not I'olicitous

to extend the bounds ot the countries lubject to Britain

to rei'ions where no Briton has ever Icttled, and which

w'.' have neither purcluled nor conquered.

The knowledge we have obtained of thcfc countries

is owing to the repeated attempts that have been made

lodifcuver a north-weft palVage to the Eaft Indies. But

tho'jgh thel'e countries, which extend lixtcen hundred

miles in lenj^tb, areclaimed by IJieat Britain, and dil-

titi.'uHhed by Eiigliih names, as the call coalt by that of

New Britain, and the weft by that of New Nortli Wales

and New South Wales ; yet very little advantage has

been made of them, except by the Hudfon's-bay com-

pany, who have feveial lettlements on the coaft of Hud-

ibn's-bay, and therefore an accurate and diftindt account

of them cannot be expecled. With lelpcil to the climate

we fliall give foine account of it Irom Mr. Ellis, who
failrd thither in 1746, and wintered in the country on

the weft fide of the Bay.

This i^cntlenian wintered in a creek about five miles

above Vol k Fort, in the fifty Icventh degree thirty mi-

mitcb latitude, a liiuation lo far to the louth, that the

weather might be luppofed to be talcrable ; but fearing

that they might be froze to death in their (hips, they bunt

a houfe of thick pieces of timber, with the Ipaces between

llulfed with mofs, and plalfeied over with clay : the door

was low and fmall, the tire-place was in the middle, and

(jvti it a chimney to let out the fmokc. It was placed

oil an eminence luriouiuled with trees ; about a hundred

and liliy yaids troin the fioiit was a handlome balon ot

water, called tile Bcaver-cicck \ and they were protected

limn the north and noith-eait winds by thick and tall

wuocis. On the fccoiul of iNoveniber the cold was lo

intenfc, that all the bottled beer was tVoze lolid, though

packed up in tow near a go id hre ; and on the lixtti tlic

cold became infupportable abioad. About this time they

put on their wiiuti-drcls which conliflcd ot a robe of

bcavcrlkins that reached to tiicir htels, two wailltoats

under it, a cap and initiins of tin lame lined wiih Han-

1 el, a pair of Indian ftockiiij^s over their yarn ones, with

Ihocs of lolt tanned moole ot clk-lkin, under wMith rhey

Wore two or ihiee pair of blanket or thick dufril locks ;

aiid a pair of Inow Iho.s about hve tcct long and eiu'h-

tcui inches wide, to picvcnt their linking in the In.jw,

CDinpleaied their diels. This, with Ionic alterations,

is tin: garb of the Indians, who have taught it thchnglifti.

Tiiey ulu illy put at lealt an hoileload of wood at a time

into ilicit tloic, whicti was built of bricks fix leet long,

two wi.;^.', and rl.r.e i.i/h. When the ViCod w.ii iiiar
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burnt they beat off the embers, threw out the brandi,

and then itopped up the top of the chimney. This caufed

a fulphurcous futf'ncating linell, and (a great a heat, that,

notwithllanding the levcrity of the weatner, they oltca

fweat
i yet if a door or windov/ was but opened, thu

cold air rufhed in with great fury, turning the inclofeJ

vapours into fmall fnow ; nor could all the heat they
couid raifc keep the windows, the fides, and tiding,
free from ice : thofe whofe bed-cioatlis touched tiic

wall were generally froze fait to it in the morning,
and their breath fettled in a white hoar froil upon tlic

blankets. This happened foon alter the lire went out.

.As the houfe cooled, the lap that had been thawed in thu

timbers with the heat froze, fplitting thu wood in cratki,

with a nolle rcfcmbling the report of a musket.
No liquid can here withftand the cold ; brandy, and

even fpirits of wme, froze ; but the latter only to a
confiftcnce like oil. All liquors under the proof of com-
mon fpirits became perfedly folid, and burll the vellLU
that contained them, whether they were of wood, tin, or
even copper. The ice in the river was above eight feet

thick, and they could keep their provifions fwcct as lonj^

as they pleafed, without the afliftance of fait ; for their

game froze the initant it w.is killed. The hairs, rab-
bits, and partridges, which .n fummcr are brown and
grey, change in winter to white. Every animal is here

luriiiilied by nature with extraordinary furs, to rchit the
cold, which fall off" as the warm weather rei 1:1s ; and
even this is the ca.'e with the dogs and cats biought hi-

ther from Europe. If the men touched iron, or any
other folid lurtacc, their fingers were troze full to i: ; or
it in drinking a dram of brandy out of a glai's, they
touched it with their tongue or lips, in pulling it av.-ay

the (kill was left upon it. They bin led tiieir beer

twelve feet deep in the ground, on a bed of v/iilow and
grafs,both under and over it; and then covered it tuelve

feet deep with a foapy earth ; yet Ibmc of the caiks of
fmall beer next to the tides were frozen, and the ftroiig

iron-bound talks built, though the fpirituous partie-

mained fluid in the heart of the ice, and was ftrong ; bjt
the ice, on being melted, tafted quite vapid ; other tafki

were not burft.

Kiom this account of the fevetity of the winter one
would imagine, that it niuft be extremely uncomlortablc,

and its inhabitants very unhappy ; but this is far Irom
being the cafe, for though the weather is told, they have
abundance of turs to fliclter them from its violence, and
many other conveniences that in fome meafurc put thcin

on a level with thofe who live in a milder climate , and
however (ixtraordinary it may appear, iheie aie Englilh-

men who have lived in the company's tellleniems fur lome
years, who prefer that country to any other.

'Jhere arc here frequently leen parhelia or mock funs,

and halos about the fun and moon, which are very lumi-
nous, and beautifully tinged with all the colour^ of tiie

lainbow. Our author oblerves, that lie has leen lix of
ihtfe parhelia at a time. The truo fun alfo liica and lets

with a large cone of yellow light perpcndicula: to it ; iiiJ

no fooiier does it difappear than the aurora boiealis Ipieads

a thoulaiid diiiVrent lignis and colour^) over the wtiole

toncake of the fiCy, with luch relplcndent beauty, that

••vtn the full moon docs not tllace their luftre, though
tiK-y are more appaient when (lie does not iliine ; tor

(lien one may diftinctly lead by then., and the Ihauows

ot objects are Iccn upon the fnow lending to tlie louth-

eatt. The Itars Item to burn with a lieiy red, tlpeci-

ally thole near the hoiuuii.

' 111 ttie louthcrii parts of this country the foil is fertile,

(
the lur:..cc biiiij; a Ivuic d.;ik n.oulj, under which an:

1 lay tit
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