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*^oocl the pro-eminoiu'c So—witli all sclf'-doiiial,

even unto inurtyrdoiii

—

did llie old Puritans.

Their error was not in suhordinatini!;, but in uiider-

>aluin;z; the beanlirul. There is a true Christian

use of it, as aocoi-dant with our spiritual aptitudes,

as with our eni(>tional and iniai^'inative natui'e. It

has been well tei-nied the shadow of vii-tue. In

all virtue it inheres, 'We read ol'ten ni the 8ci'ip-

tures of the " beauty of lioliiiess." And as God has

touched all ei'eation with it, he designed it, doubt-

less, not only as itself an innoeent source of enjo}'-

ment, but as a help to the soul in its loftier aspira-

tions. It has a typical si.^nifieancy. According to

that law of correspondence, by wliieh all inferior

good has a certain analogy to something higher,

we have in all natural loveliness an cnibleni of

spiritual. It has, besides, an assimilating iidluence.

Its tendency, as it passes before us, is to conform

us unto itself.

" The attentive mind.

I3y this liannonious action on its powers.

I'ecomes itself harmonious ; wont so oft

In outwimt tiiinn;s to meditate the cliarin

Of siiered order, soon slie seeics iit Imtuo

'i"o find a Icindred order, to exert

Witliin herself this elegance of love,

This fair inspired deli;,dit; her tempered powers

ivefuie at length, and every passion wears

A chaster, milder, more attractive mien."

This was but imperfectly understood by the

early Puritans. They restrained unduly, be-

sides, what may be called the play-element of our

natiu-e. How it struggled for vent may be seen,


