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they are accustomed to, and a few days' rest and change

of scene and air, even though slie may from time to

time have to pay something in order to enable them to

do so ? There can be few l)ooks which do an averagely-

educated Englishman so much good, as the glimpse of

comfort which he gets by sleeping in a good bed in a

well-a])puinted room does to an Italian peasant ; such

a glimpse gives him an idea of higher potentialities in

connection with himself, and nerves him to exertions

which he wouhl not otherwise make. On the whole,

therefore, we concluded that if the British Museum
reading-room was in good economy, Oropa was so also

;

at any rate, it seemed to be making a large number of

very nice people quietly happy—and it is hard to say

more than this in favour of any place or institution.

The idea of any sudden change is as repulsive to

us as it will be to the greater number of my readers

;

but if asked whether we thought our English univer-

sities would do most good in their present condition

as places of so-called education, or if they were turned

into Oropas, and all the educational part of the story

totally suppressed, we inclined to think they would be

more popular and more useful in this latter capacity.

We thought also that Oxford and Cambridge were

just the places, and contained all the appliances and

endowments almost ready made for constituting two

splendid and truly imperial cities of recreation—uni-

versities in deed as well as in name. Nevertheless

we should not venture to propose any further actual

reform during the present generation than to carry the

principle which is already admitted as regards the

M.A. a degree a trifle i'urther, and to make the B.A.

degree a mere matter of lapse of time and fees—leaving

the little go, and whatever corresponds to it at Oxford,
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