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Had they acted with more spirit, thoy might liave pushed in

at lirst and possessed themselves of the whole Lower Town,
and let their friends in at the other side, before our people

had time to have recovered fiv/m a certain degree of

panic, which seized tliem on the first news of the post

being surprised. In the mean time, Mr. Montgomery made
his attack at Pres-de-Ville ; rockets were thrown up as a signal

to Arnold that both attacks might be made at same time. He
got past some pickets, where we at first established our

advance post ; the guard was alarmed in time and prepared

for his reception, but the post was much stronger than, I

believe, he imagined, antl defended by four cannons there and

a 4-pounder ; they were served by some seamen under the

orders of the master of the transport ; his name was Barnsfare.

The guard was under the command of a* Canadian officer of

Militia ; the men, Canadians and British, mixed. Barnsfare

declared he would not fire till he was sure of doing execution,

and with the utmost coolness, waited till the enemy came
within his view, at about 30 yards distance, where they

received a general discharge from the cannon and musketry.

Nothing but groans were heard, and the rebels immediately

retired: tiieir General, his Secretary, two or three other

officers, and about five privates being killed on the spot ; their

wounded got off. We had a block house on Cape Diamond,

over Drummond's wharf, where the enemy formed. Had
the officer of the Canadian Militia, who commanded there,

done his duly, great havoc might have been made among the

enemy, who was quite exposed directly under them, and not

a shot fired at them. Soon after the enemy was repulsed at

that side, some old women brought an account that the rebels

had surprised tlie post at Sault-au-Matelot, and had got into

the Lower Town
;
part of the garrison that had lately behaved

so well, were struck with a panic and began, some to hide

their arms, some to throw them into the river ; the

* Error : two dinadian Mililia officers were in command of this post :
• alors

le sieur (Jhat)ot (^f, lo si'Mir Ali-.viiidi'e I'icard. qui coininiiidnii'iif. c jour la la
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