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A brandv cocktail, after a anbetan-

tial and well-coolced dinner, bad made
tbem all just safiBciently commani-
cative and tolerant to be botb pleasant

talkers and good listeners.

Oivis.—" How beaotifal tbis river

is I When one looks at the gorgeous
foliage on the banks, the settler

dropping calmly but qaiokly down
the stream in his canoe, and feels

the soft, warm, clear air, one can

hardly realise the fact that before

three months are passed the broad

rapid stream will be completely frozen

over, the branches of the trees borne

down with snow, and the inhabitants

along the banks almost entirely with-

out occupation."

Mercator.—"Yes; the lumbering

is nearly over for tbis year now,
and very few rafts will start from

Ottawa after the first week in Sep-
tember."

Civis.—"When do the steamers

discoBtioue running?"
Meroator. — " They knock off

about the 20th of November, I am
sorry to say, as I have shares in the

company ; and grumble extremely

at our property beiog idle for full

four months every year."

Senator.—"You will have more
reason, I fear, to complain of your
profits in the timber-trade falling off

tbis year than your dividend in the

steamboat company."
Mercator.-—" Yes ; but our profits

are pretty good most years, and we
can afford to have a ba!d one in that

trade now and then."

Civis.—" Have the troubles in the

States affected the timber-trade of

Canada much?"
Mercator. — '• Yes, sir, enor-

mously ; and that is one of those

things which you people in Eng-
land forget when you tell us that

we must take care of ourselves in

matters of military defence. Peace
with the States is essential for the

prosperity of almost all trades in

Canada, but especially the timber-

trade. Anything that affects the

quiet of the United States acts im-

mediately upon our business, for I

can show by books of our own that we
export as much to the United States

every year as to Europe."
Civis.—" And what has been the

falling 00" this yearr
Mercator.— "With the United

States we have done nothing; trade

there has been so paralysed, and prices

have been so low, that we could not

deal with tbem, except at a loss, and
have therefore preferred to keep oar
stock on band."

Miles.— "How unfair, then, it

is for England to suppose that

Canada can defend herself in case

of war between Great Britain and
America. Her whole frontier must
bear the brunt of the battle whenever
it comes ; and, owing to her proximity

to the foe, she must suffer in a far

greater proportion than the mother
country."

Civis.—"Suppose a war were to

take place between the two nations

upon a subject which did not directly

affect the interests of Canada, what
view do you think the Canadians
wonid be likely to take of it ?"

Mercator.—" I not only think,

but know, that both provinces are

as loyal as the county of Middlesex.

We are proud of our connection

with the old country. We send

our children there to be educated

when we can ; we speak of it as
< home ;' we cling to monarohioal
principles. When the Prince of

wales was here, he was received

throughoGt the whole territory with

on enthusiasm impossible to de-

scribe or overrate, in spite of occa-

sional maladroit advice and conse-

quent arrangements devoid of tact

and good judgment. In the Upper
Province of Canada there are many
subjects upon which men differ,

and concerning which there are

continually angry disputes in the
Legislature. In the Lower, the land*

tenure question being now settled,

there can scarcely be said to be one
matter of public importance upon
which the public mind is at all

agitated. Between the provinces

the question of representation, of

course, is one that divides parties,

fills the newspapers with angry


