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order to our million and that (still looking to the cubic foot

for illustration) being the cube of the inches in a cubic foot

might be called cu-cuba or cu-cubo.

We have now got as far as is necessary in this

rapid sketch of the duo-decimal system of aiithme-

tlo. I beg my hearers to bear in mind that this

little paper is not written to advocate the immediate in-

troduction ofthe numberor quantity twelve into positions where

it is not in use now but only for the sake of keeping it

where it is already in use in order that it may be ready for us

or our successor"* to be raised to its full dignity when its su-

periority over its rival ten shall have been fully recognized.

We labor at presont under the infliction of too many measures

or bases in our tables of weights, measures and coinage. The

numbers 7, 10, 12, 14, 16 and others are all mixed up in them,

but I wish to point out that among them alJ the number

twelve holds its own and takes its fair share of work, while

ten is not even second to it in usefulness and favor except lor

the chance of its having the notation on its side. The decimal

notation is amistake and can be amended and the sooner<the.bet-

ter. The best works will often bear revision and even re-

revision.

If a change of the division of the day of 24 hours linto .a

simpler measure is on the point of being actively advocated,

or better still, has a chance of being carried out, let us hope

that the new system we may obtain will leave us the ,old

clock face with its twelve well balanced divisions to keep

before us the most convenient quantity up till now in iise, ,as

the V)asis for the arithmetic of the. future.
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