
W8 rcRulatinp

tho power ot

unicipalitieB."

say that the

partizan com-
Province tho

the municipal

18»4-TII£ GOTERNHENT'S ACTION
PROHIBITION.

IN REFERENCE TO

on in amend-
Meredith,

lonstructed by

bure of 1890 as

)t now read a

so amended as

des by comity

uch cities and
mdon, on May

an amendment
the Province,

n amendment.
>ut be referred

>f the fifth sec-

lid Act." Tho
of a license or

inct toward tho

bid to detach

as the " Marter
)sal was neither

letermined that

of the Province
licensing, waa,

ainst the Local

B hand, and the

to pass the Bill

prolonged con-

overument took

involving pro-

e case has beer,

cision is being

abolishing the

On the third

iced before the

was to prevent
'ohibition in tht

for a return tcl

nperance peoplol

om them nor »l

the temperancc'l

lers' AsBociationl

[ranting license!'!

ent system wasi

its of the legitif

on unanimously
d the legitimate

ed that this was

)g»tes who w«r«

At the Parliament Buildings, Toronto, on Tuesday, Fobruary Gth, 18i)4, a large tem-

f)erance deputation, represeating the Provincial convention then in session, waited on the

Provincial Government " to respectfully request thein to declare in favor of total prohi-

bition of the licjuor traffic tu the full extent of the power vested in the legislatux-e."

Every member of the Government in the city was jiresent.

Sir Oliver Mowat c»mcluded his reply with tho following positive atniirance :—" If

t\w decisi<^n of the Privy Council should be that the Pr(ivince has jurisdiction to pass a

)rohibitory liquor law as to sale, I will introduce such a bill in the folluwing session if h
im then at the head of the Government. If the decision of the Privy Council is that

the Province has jurisdiction to pass only a partial prohibitory liquor law, I will introduce

.such a prohibitory liquor law as the decision shall warrant, unless the partial jirohibitory

power is so limited as to be ineftective fro-n a temperance standpoint."

Rev. vy. Kettlewell, chairman of the deputation, a leader of the advanced Prohibi-

tionists, and Grand Councillor of the Royal Templars of Temperance of Ontario, in

response, said :
—" 1 am sure I need not say your answer is everything to be desired."

Rev. Dr. Potts, a spokesman for the convention :
—" Einiueutly satisfactory."

THE GRADUAL REDUCTION OF LliENHES.

The following table gives tho number of each kind of license issued for several years
between 1874 and 1893 inclusive, and also shows the gradual reduction in tlieir number
iuco the Crooks' Act came into force in 1876 :

—

Year Taveni.

1874-5 4,798
1875-6 4,459
1879-80 3,199
18H4-5 3,253
1885-6} C 2,574
1886-7 ( Scott Act ) 1,567

1887-8^ period. ) 1,496
1888-9 1 ( 2,066
1889-90 3,073
18901 3,071
1891-2 2,990
1892-3 2,966

It will be noticed that there has been a i)ractical and gradual falling off in the number-

that now there are in force the smallest number in the history of the Province at any

iiue when local prohibition has been in force in as few municipalities. It can, therefore,

le fairly claimed that the Crooks' Act, and the amendment thereto, has had the effect of

educing the number of licenses in the Province almost one-h:ilf. The reduction in the

lumber of licenhos may be carried definitely, under the Crooks' Act, by municipal action,

,s well as by the action of the Boards of License Commissioners.
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