
SEPTEMBER 7, 1917 905

confront-ed with the problem, what policy
are we going to adopt? When we corne to
consider that aspect of the situation we find
that three courses are open to us: liquida-
tion, government ownership, or allowing
the road to go into the possession of the
Canadian Pacifie railway. Now we must
decide on some method in dealing with the
situation.

I would like to ask my honourable friend
the leader of the Opposition (Hlon. Mr. Bos-
tock) if he would say that we should hand
over to the Canadian Northern the money
which is required at present, amounting to
a srnn between $15,000,000 and $25,O00,000.
I would like to ask him if lie would favour
the policy of continuing to give money to the
Canadian Northern Railway comipany in
order that th,.y may keep the railway in
operation? If he says: -I would do that,"
then we shall know the position which lie
takes on the question. If hie say.s: "No,"
then what ls lis policy? I thînk it is the
decision of the people of this co.untry that
the present systern shall fot be rnaintained.
Person.ally, 1 feel that the position of the
(Janadian Northern people is a difficuit one.
Nevertheless, we must deal with the matter.

Some men talk of the Canadian Northern
as if the Government or the people of this
country lad no interest in it; they talk of
it as if it were similar to the railways in
the United States. We know very wel
that the United States Government is not
interested in the railways, and neyer was,
further than to give them a franchise in
the best interests of the people. But in
this country transportaïtion is of vital inter-
est. Without transportation facilities of
the very best, we cannot develop this
country as it ought ta be developei>

We must therefore decide whether we are
going to allow this road to go into liqui-
dation, whether it is to be brouglit under
governrnent ownership, or given to the
Canadian Pacific railway. I would like to
ask my honourable friend, the leader of the
Opposition, ta what policy he is going to
adhere-what part he is going to play. ls
lie in favour of diquidation? Honourable
gentlemen know very well that if we allow
the railway syst-em ta go into liquidation,
our interests will be immediately jeopar-
dized. Not only that, but the transportation
interests of the country will be endangered.
What would become of this railway, of the
great trafflc it is now carrying on, of the
great assistance it is naw rendering in con-
nection with the supplying of aur averseas
lin-es? What would happen ta ail that?

What would happen to the 11,000 or 12,000
men who are emnployed on that railway,
and to whom the suin of $15,000,000 or
$20,000,000 is .paid annually? On the other
hand, suppose we allow the Canadian Paci-
fic railway ta take over the road. If we
want ta let it go intoi liquidatian, there is
no corporation in Canada that could toucli
the Canadian Northern system except the
Canadian Pacific ]Railway company. What
would the Canadian Pacific do when they
had taken over this road? They wauid
acquire those branches which are of advan-
tage ta the Canadian 'Pacifie railwtay and the
rest of the road migît go ta rust for ail
they would nare about it. The main line
from l'art Arthur ta Fort William they
would use; the branches in the West th«ey
would use; that is ail they want. We have
lad information with reference Vo the
branches of the Canadian Northern systenm,
and on that subject I need not give you rny
own opinion, but can refer ta the opinion
of the best engineering authority in this
Dominion, tbat the branch lines of the
Canadian Nortleru are equal in every
respect to those af the Canadian iPacifie
railway and are in many respect hetter.

There is another point with reference ta
the Canadian Pacifie railway. No man in
Canada hae higher appreciatiofi of the Cana-
dian Pacific railway than I have. No mnan
lias been a stronger follower of the Canadien
Pacific railway than I have been. As a
Conservative I arn proud of Canada and
proud af the Canadian Pacifie reilway.
1 arn praud of the men of Canada who con-
structed that railway and made it wbat it
is. The Government aI Canada lias helped
the Canadian 'Pacifie railwey, and the
Canadian Pacifie railway has helped con-
siderably ta develop Canada.

I do not want ta take up the time of this
honourable House in touching upon the
ground covered by the honourable gentle-
man who bas preceded me (Hon. Mr.
Cloran) ; but may I refer for a mnoment ta
the loan which was made by the Conadian
Glovernment ta the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
wey wlien it was in a condition simîlar ta
tbç present condition af the Cen-adian
Northern. What would bave happened ta
the Canadien Pacifie railwey if the Govern-
ment loan had nat been made? We know
very well that on that occasion the money
markets af the world were closed ta the
owners af the railway. We know thet the
financiers in the. country ta the soutl af us,
and the railway -and transportation men,
were againat the Canadian Pacific railway
miid used every passible means ta prevent


