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No doubt in war time that is necessary. How
is it that the price in Ontario of 30 cents for
fresh fruit is dropped to 19 cents?

Mr. ABBOTT: Thirty cents.
Mr. CRUICKSHANK: The price of 30

tents in Ontario is dropped to 19 cents after
June 24. The hon. meinher for Vancouver-
Burrard was challenged yesterday by the
Minister of Finance, but he was correct; he
knew what hie was talking about. They want
the cream at ail times. Why the increase to
30 cents and then the drap to 19 cents? I
ishould like the parliamentary assistant to
explain why that is. I will prove my point
by their own figures.

When the time cornes for canning, Ontario
must imnport processed berrnes from British
Columbia. The manufacturer in British
Columbia can pay up to 12 oents per pound
after t.hat date, but of course lie is flot going
to pay thet for jam bernies. For ergurnent's
eake say that lie pays 10 cents a pound, but
12 cents is the maximum hie is allowed to pay.
He will offer 10 cents a pound and say, "Take
it or leeve it; I have to compete witli the
cheap labour and cheep manufacture in the
east." We are compeiled ta slip our pro-
cessed bernies to eestern Canada. I arn not
quarrelling witli that becsaise at the present
time we do ýnot have, the manufacturing fadii-
ties in British Columbia. It is a peculiar fact
thet when you follow that tlirough yeu find
that 30 cents is being paid in Ontario with its
cheap labour, and then. 19 cents wlien they
want to manufacture. It sliould be noted
that at December 31, 1943, there were 8,200,000
pounds of fruit pulp in British Columbia as
against 3,800,000 pounds in 1942. 1 ýdoubt if
eny of thc great producers' organizations in
Britisli Columbie were consulted. I doubt if
any lion. mernber front Britishi Colunmbia was
consulted in connection with this price ceiling
for berrnes. I doubt very mucli if the jam
manufacturers of Britishi Columbia were not
consulted before this figure was arrived et.
I want the parliementary assistant ta explain
to me how they arrived at this. Was the cost
of production taken into consideration? Were
thc jarn manufecturers consulted before the
ceiling was set?

Mr. ABBOTT: I thought we had our straw-
berry festival yesterday. I arn afraid I amn
not very well prepered to deal with the
questions my hon. friend lias askcd. As I
recail, lie asked how the price was arrived et.
It was errived et by the fruits and vegetable
administration, of which lis fellow British
Columbien, Mn. Chiambers, is tlie adminis-
trator. I arn informed thet it was errived at
efter consultation with tlie officiels of the
department of agriculture of British Columbia
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and after Mr. Chambers hed visited that
province. Thet was so fer as the price in
thet part of Canada is concerned.

Mn. SENN: Was the hort:icultunal council
called in?

Mr. ABBOTT: I ceninot sey.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: May I ask e
question?

Mr. ABBOTT: Penheps I could cover the
points reised by my hion. fniend.

Tlie CRIAIRMAN: The parliementary
assistent sliould be allowed to give lis enswer.

Mn. ABBOTT: I was just trying to cover
the other question whicli was asked. The
lion. member esked liow the pnice was annived
et, and I pointed out thet consultations had
taken place before thet pnice wes fixed. As
the minister said ycsterdey, the 1943 crop in
Britishi Columbia wes about one-quarter cf
normal. Speaking from, memnory, it wes some
2,500,000 quarts as egeinst about 5,500,000
quarts for the yeer before and sone, 10,000,000
quarts for the preceding yeer. There wes ne
pnice ceiling on bernies lest year, and to use
a slang phrase, the bcrry growers in British
Columbia went te town with tlieir prices. I
do not bleme them, but the fact is thet they
got e very geod price for their barries lest
yeer. There wes no ceiling in eff ect and
average pnice received in 1943 by the berry
growers cf British Columbia was 33 cents per
quart as against 12 cents per quert the
preceding year.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: Do I undenstend
you ta say thet the average price received for
all bernies wes 33 cents?

Mr. ABBOTT: I am informcd thet the
Dominion cf Canada Depertrnent cf Agricul-
ture reports show that the average price
received in 1943 by the growers in Britisli
Columbia was 33 cents a quart as egeinst an
average price of 12 cents a quert in 1942. In
other words, it was better then two and e heif
times thc price received in the preceding yeer,
and, as the minister indicated yesterday, about
four tirnes the average price for tlie preceding
four years.

1 think the cost of production cf egricul-
tural products is probebly one of the liardest
things ta determine, but it is a pretty fair
indication as -to wlietlier a return is reasenable
wlicn the price set is double the prices received
over an average period. It is truc thet tlie
ceiling price fixed this year for British Col-
umbia strewberries is about nine or ten cents
below thc 1943 prices, but, as I bave indicated,
those prices wcre more then double the 1942
prices. In the judgment of the board, and


