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Mr. IIALSTON: As my hon. friend bas
anticipated, that is a matter which is not in
my department, but the Minister of Pensions
and National Health is here and he might
give what information hie can.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre):
Ail I can say is that the department bas heen
giving for some time attention to xvhat might
be termed a national fitncss measure along
the lines suggested by the member for
Vancouver East. The tw-o orders in counceil
to w-hich hie hias referred apply only ta those
who have enlisted, have been called up under
the National Resources Mobilization Act, or
have volunteered for active service,' and
naturally they must be quite limited in
application. The member for Saskatoon City
asked about the percentage which could ho
made miendable by this process. It would not
bo large, betwcen 10 and 15 per cent,' even
as regards mincir dcfccts. As regards major
defects, which w-ould corne under the Depart-
ment of Pensions anîl National Health, it
would nlot ho mare than 2 or 3 per cent,
according ta the estinîatc of medical oflicars.
\Xitiî regar-d to the larger meilsiîre whici bias
beLn enx îsagcd, andl xhich would ho for the
use of the country to tr-ain mcn in habits of
plîysical fitniess, it is noxv bcinig considered,
but 1 cannot announce a defiîîite policy.

Mr-. IIA NSIN (Yorkl-Siinhur-y): That; is a
large or(ler. Wliat is considered ta be a
major defect? 1 do nat want ta get dow-n ta
individuail ciises, but 1 have in mind a man
un the air farce w-îth a hernia. I have written
ta the minister about this case. Is a, smal
hernia a nmjor defeet? The publie oughit to
know, and the soidiers themselves should
know just wliat the plan encompasses.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouv er Centre):
There aie dîffereîît conditions of bernia-I arn
not speaking as a mnedical man. In the great
w-ar alieratians were frequently carried out
and the hiernia candition remedied, following
wilîih the men w-cnt ai erseas, stayed some
years and rendered excellent service. In this
w-ar inaedical opinion is against major opera-
tians for hernia. That is tic prevailing. opinion
of mcedical advîsers in our department at
leas-t.

Mr. COLDWýELLI: In view of the number
of mna being called up and the fact that the
Minister of 'Munitions and Supply the other
even ing spîake of the shortage of men, I w-ishi
ta iv fir to a îiaiîtr w hichi I thînk lias îlot becîî
givi î suflicient attention by this committec.
It involves ail thucee defeîuce depai trents and
the Departiment of Munitions and Supply also.
If miy rc cllection serv es mie correctly thc lion.

[,Nr. Maclnnio.]

member for St. John-Albert (Mr. Hazen)
raised it last week. It is in connection with
delinquency among children, arisiog from the
fact that many mon are overseas or in the
ai-my and many mothers are workjng. What
forcibly hrought it ta my notice w-as a state-
ment in the May issue of the Canadiaut Forum
ta the cffect that a partial survey made hy
the Toronto board of educatian shows that in
the publie sebools in the industrial areas of
Toronto in moi-e than 20 per cent of the
families the mother w-as working and not
home at noon. The statement w-cnt on ta
inidicate that this condition w-as leading ta
considerable delinquency amaog children. and
the social service ageocies such as w-c bave
are quite unable ta deal with the prahlemn
picieal. If the stato needs, as 1 think it
îway, the serv ices of mothers in connection
with flie w-ar effart, then it is the responsibility
of Uic state ta ce ta it that their farnîlies
are properly cared for.

Wlîeiî our- party w-as in Great Biitain-there
aie sax-cial îweînbers of that party in the hanse

li;. ifeinaan-we wcre struck by the arrange-
îuieîîf m iade axer there ta cape 'witlî tlîis ýituat-

ion, lFor exanitilc, ii 'Stolýe-n-Trent w-e
visitcd tua large community kitcla i ami the

fi cdiîg cenutr-es froîn whilîih meal-i w au e servcd
ta families w-hase mothers w-are woai-ing or
whlera tue w-age w as oct suiflicient WL pravide
praper and ade-quate faod. We saw le crèches,
and tlic pluuyroams in flc atir raid sliclters w-here
elîildren cauld ho taken care of w lîjla their
maithaîs w-are away from them., samimiies on
accauint of the raids and sometirnes an account
of w-orking conditians.

It strikes me that this is nat a question
for the local municipality; it is a, qucStiaa for
the dominion as a w-bale and ought ta ho
prox ided for by this goverrnent and this par-
liament. Sametimes a new w-ar industry cornes
ino an area and no priar information is given
by any af the departments as ta the extent
tIo w hi'-h a prablem of this sort w-ilh b'c ereated
in flic community canccrnied. It sccmns ta me
tlîat the local authority shauld ho ta1kon into
tlic governmient's confidence as ta the type of
w arker rcquired, w-hcthar w-amen w ilI ho cm-
îilaycdi and w-litlier famnilias w ilI havea ta ho
laalkç i a fii-. Adequata grants sliaul ba made
hy tliis pîi-liainînt ta thue local authority,
educatiaiial or social service as the case may
ha, in arîleî flat proper cara inay ha pro-
x ided for thc children of flue commiunity-I
nieau i-arie in ci-èches for the infants, in nursery
sc-lials for prc-kindcrgarten agc chi!drcîî, and
so an-and steps should ho taken ta ensure
fhiat the childrcn af noon get praper and adoe-
quate food.


