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Stimson), took place on August 17, and the
following joint statement with respect to agree-
ment which had been reached was, on August 18,
released for publication by the Prime \Ilmster
and the President:

“The Prime Minister and the President have
discussed the mutual problems of defence in
relation to the safety of Canada and the
United States.

It has been agreed that a Permanent Joint
Board on Defence shall be set up at once by
the two countries.

This Permanent Joint Board on Defence
shall commence immediate studies relating to
sea, land and air problems including personnel
and material.

It will consider in the broad sense the
defence of the north half of the western
hemisphere.

The Permanent Joint Board on Defence
will consist of four or five members from each
country, most of them from the services. It
will meet shortly.”

That the actions of the Prime Minister in
conducting the said conversations and in agree-
ing, on the part of Canada, to the establish-
ment of a Permanent Joint Board on Defence
for the consideration of the defence of the
north half of the western hemisphere, are in
accord with the policy of the government as
approved on many occasions by the war com-
mittee of the cabinet and the cabinet itself.

The Prime Minister, therefore. recommends
that his actlons in conductmg the said con-
versations and in agreeing to the establishment
of the said Permanent Joint Board on Defence
be ratified and confirmed.

The committee concur in the foregoing recom-
mendation and submit the same for approval.

I draw particular attention to the following
paragraph:

That the actions of the Prime Minister in
conducting the said conversations and in agree-
ing, on the part of Canada., to the establish-
ment of a Permanent Joint Board on Defence
for the consideration of the defence of the
north half of the western hemisphere, are in
accord with the policy of the government as
approved on many occasions by the war com-
mittee of the cabinet and cabinet itself.

The Permanent Joint Board on Defence
might well be considered a logical develop-
ment from the declarations made by President
Roosevelt and myself in August, 1938. Let
me recall these declarations to the minds of
hon. members. The vital passage in Mr.
Roosevelt’s declaration at Kingston on August
18 reads:

The Dominion of Canada is part of the sister-
hood of the British empire. I give to you
assurance that the people of the United States
will not stand idly by if domination of Cana-
dian soil is threatened by any other empire.

My acknowledgment of Mr. Roosevelt’s
Kingston declaration at Woodbridge, Ontario,
on August 20, 1938, contained these words:

We, too, have our obligations as a good
friendly newhbour and one of them 1s to see
tha.t at our own mstance our country is made
as immune from attack or possible invasion as

we can reasonably be expected to make it, and
that, should the occasion ever arise, enemy

forces should not be able to pursue their way,
either by land, sea, or air to the United States,
across Canadian territory.

These declarations marked the first publi'c
recognition by both countries of their reci-
procity in defence.

I should be the last to claim that the
Ogdensburg agreement was due wholly to the
conversations between the president and my-
self, or to our reciprocal declarations in 1938.
I am happy to know that, in a moment of
crisis, personal friendship and mutual con-
fidence, shared over many years between Mr.
Roosevelt and myself, made it so easy for us
to conclude the agreement reached at Ogdens-
burg. In reality the agreement marks the
full blossoming of a long association in har-
mony between the people of Canada and the
people of the United States, to which, I hope
and believe, the president and I have also
in some measure contributed. The link
forged by the Canada-United States defence
agreement is no temporary axis. It was not
formed by nations whose common tie is a
mutual desire for the destruction of their
neighbours. It is part of the enduring foun-
dation of a new world order, based on friend-
ship and good will. In the furtherance of
this new world order, Canada, in liaison be-
tween the British commonwealth and the
United States, is fulfilling a manifest destiny.

It cannot be assumed that our common
background would, of itself, have produced
harmonious relations between the two coun-
tries, much as that background has helped
to make possible a close understanding be-
tween us. The understanding which exists
owes its vitality to positive and far-sighted
statesmanship over more than a century.

May I recall in this connection the words I
used at the opening of the Thousand Islands
bridge on August 18, 1938:

Our populations, after all—

I said, in referring to Canada and the United
States.

—do not differ greatly from those of Europe.
Indeed, the European countries have contrib-
uted most to their composition. Each of our
countries has its problems of race and creed
and class; each has its full measure of political
controversy. Nevertheless we seem to have
found the better way to secure and maintain
our peace. In the realm of international
relations, we, too, have learned to bridge our
differences. We have practised the art of
building bridges. In the art of inter-
national bridge-building there are two struc-
tures, each with its association with the St.
Lawrence and the great lakes, of which I should
like to say just a word. They stand out as
monuments of international cooperation and
good will. Each has i1ts message for the world
of to-day. The one is the Rush Bagot agree-
ment of 1817; the other, the International
Joint Commission created in 1909.



