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around town and wants to go home. He gets
bis grade be-fore he goes, so it is quite prac-
tical there and I tbinýk it is a good policy
to aim at bore; it is the correct policy
wherever the country lends it-self to it. 1
arn glad to see that the departuient bas
adopted that policy, and probably it will ho
extended as time goes on, as that was tbe
original intention.

The question of the grading of eggs always
bas been a knotty problern in thjs bouse.
Eggs are amongst the most difficuit farmn
produets to grade, because tbe quality will
flot stay put very long. If eggs are exposed
to high temperatures, for instance, of course
tbe quality will depreciate, and the original
grader lias to allow for a little deterioration
whicb must take place in tbe time wbich
elajaes hefure the eggs reach the ultirnate
consumer. The new regulations wbicb were
put into force last November, I think, bave
simplifled the grades and made tbemn more
understandable to the purcbasing public. I
tbink that is an izuprovement, and it is wbat
we expect. All legislation, aIl regulation and
aIl progress is based upon the experiences of
the past and there is no systemi of doing
anything that is not capable of improvement
as time warrants it. I can assure the bion.
member for Brome-Missisquoi ibat I shaîl
be deligbhted te do anytbing I can to improve
the grading of bogs, eggs or any other coin-
modity. 1 notice on the order paper a fruit
act wbicb carnes eout the saine principle, and
while this looks pretty drastic on tbe surface
1 tbink it is aIl rigbt.

I wisbi to assure the minister-and this is
cbiefly what 1 rose to say-tbat I arn only
too glad to be able to lend my support at
tbis time. Wben I took charge of the De-
partment of Agriculture my predecessor often
gave me the benofit of bis experience and bis
support at times wben I needed it, and
similarly I hope to be belpful to my bion.
fricnd because I kn.ow wbiat it is to bave
to stand up not only againat une's own
colleagiies but also against the great body of
members coming from rural districts who
becorne irritated with every little restraint
'tbat is put on tbem and that they do not
understand. They come back to the minister
and say, "Why do you want to be worrying
about tliese tbings? Let matters stand as they
are. This is pure tbeory, it is claimed, and
merely irritates the worried and already over-
burdened produccr." But I flnd that if we
persist in tbese matters and be frank witb tbe
producer, eventually the principle is accepted;
tben thc details are improved upon and finally
tbe whole country wonders wby the plan of
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grading was not adopted long before. Just
at this time, wben we are looking to the
British market, we sbould go forward and not
backward, on quality, quantity and con-
tinuity, and that is wby I rose to extend to
the minister my support in bis endeavour to
improve matters in tbis respect.

Mr. W. J. LOUCKS (Rosetown) : I do
not propose to take up very mucb of tbe
time of tbe bo(use, Mr. Speaker, and I arn
sure I woold be the last to oppose eitber the
bog grading or the egg grading act. As tbe
ex-Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Motberwell)
bias already intimated, bowever, there is a
feeling througbout tbe country that justice is
not heing meted out, particularly in connec-
tion witb egg grading, and 1 tbink tbere is
room for improvement, because at tbe present
time the producers are pretty well at the
mercy of tbe retailers with regard to the
grade of their eggs. If sometbing could be
donc to improve tbat condition I tbink it
would he appreciated tbrougbout the country.
The ex-Minister of Agriculture also said that
this is one of the most difficuît prohlems witb
whicb we bave to contend, and I quite agree
witb that statement. As the bon. gentleman
said, the fact that tbey do not stay put very
long witb regard to quality increases tbe
difficulty of properly grading them.

It was a pleasure to rme to see the agree-
ment to-day hetween the Minister of Agri-
culture (Mr. Weir) and the ex-Minister of
Agriculture in connection witb the grading of
bogs and eggs, and I tbink this would be an
opportune time to place this matter before
the agriculture committee. I alwvays feel that
nothing is su good that it cannot be im-
prove(l and perhaps, if we send these acts to
the agriculture committee for further dis-
cussion, we may find that there is roomn for
improvument biere as wcll. If we cannot
improve them, well and good, but if we can
improvc tbem I am sure it will ho appre-
ciated througbuut the dominion.

Mr. GROTE STIRLING (Yale): Mr.
Speaker, the bon. member for Brome-Missis-
quoi (Mr. Pickcl) is to ha congratulated for
having brought this matter to the attention
of the boeuse. I think enougb bas been said
during the course of the dehate to show that
there is some misundcrstanding witb regard to
grading and that there is a diffurence of
opinion as te wbat is dune and liow it is
done. I think it very desirable that the
question sliould he further ventilated, and
the riglit way te do that is te send it te the
agriculture cummittue. I therefore heg te
move:


