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triex.  Thevefore, 1T think that hon. members on
both sides of the House, seeing that this conference
will shertly take place. will appreciate the impor-
tance of continuing the operations of the medns
cieendi for another year, i order to prevent the
pussibility of anyvthing ocenrring which would mar
the friendly relations which at present exist be-
tween the twoconntries.or which would present any
inereased diflienlty to the representatives of the two
countries when they meet at Washington to con-
sider the different matters that are in dispute. A
constleration of the wedus vivepds reminds me of the

[COMMONS]

it refers to what may be called the lowd-liue legis-
lation of the Imperial Parliiment in the year 1860 ;

“und as there are some hone gentlemen here who

he arbitrarily

question atlecting the tisheries of this country 3
aned s 1 ocome from a maritime constitueney in'

which there are wmany hardy tisherwen, T know
that the House will excuse me for devoting a few
monients to that suhject,
titne Proviuees. probably appreciate the tisheries
of the Dominion of Canaedic more highly than do
the people of the western Provinees, These tish-
erivs are of great importance, and e e great
source of emplovinent o a very lirge number of
twen, and vield to this country every yvear the st
of .
dollars. Now. it ix only right el proper that we
should in every way protect and preserve tor oug
own people that iagniticent heritage which Provi-
dence bas plieed upon our shores and in the sei
surrounding owr country, It is of the utmost im-
sortanee that the people of o foreign country
2honld not be allowed o come into our waters anl
teke our fish unless they pay an equivalent, or

Weliving in the Mari- .
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miy, perhaps. not  thoroughly  understand  this
question, 1 may take a few moments to explain the
legislation now existing on that subject.  In 1800
a Bill was introdueed ito the Imperial Parliament
toamend the Merchints” Shipping Act regding
load-lines, which Aet was passed in I8 76 That
legislation provided for a compuilsory lu.ul-lim-. 10
ixed for all vessels sailing  the
British flag by the Board of Trade, either by their
own oflicers or hy the officers or survevors of any
other corporation -such, forinstance.as Lloyds, Tt
i felt in the Marvitinie Provinees espaecially that
that legislation wonlid militate against the interest
of our ship-owners, Onr tonuage in Conada is neole
up principally of wooden vesse s, entirve Ay dditferent
in wadel and construction from the iren and steel
vessels  which  make up the tonmage of  Great
Britain.  Owr vessels are shorters of decper hold
aned broader bewme and better dend weight carriers.
aed few, ifany. cisualties have ever oceurred o
them from over-loading, and it was felt that they
were likely 1o be affected, prejudiciously. by any
loael-line  arbitvarily fixed by the survesvors of
the Board of Trade or of Llovids, who  waould
apply to them the =ame rale that they apply in

Aixtng the lowd fine on the stenn sndd ivon <hips of
cGreat Britain : and xo great injury waorld Tee done

“'l\ 3 snnwthm" in return for the pn\llt"'c of -.nm-"

It is, moreover, it scems 1o me, the -lut\
expecially of the Marine wnd Fisheries Department
of this country. =0 to watch over and protect
those fisheries that there may be nnodanger of
their being essened at any time,
may continue to viell the magniticent return.
the  maniticent haevest, if T may SN
which they bave yielded in the past. I this con-
nection, I wish to dreaw the attention of the Min-
1=tet

sy,

s,

anel that they -

of Marine and Fisheries to o comdition of -

things which exists. ax Iam informed by tishermen

inwy own locality, in regod to the hcnuw fishery
in tln, Buy of I mul\. -\lnn'r the islands in Char-
lotte County. in the Provinee of New Brunswick,
in Grand Manan, Canpobello and other islands,
and .nlun" the coast, [Lu-'c weirs,

weirs, are erected for the pnrpose of catching small
tish, which are then taken across to Eastport, in

to the shipping interest of the Maritime Provinees,
Consequently, petitious were sent up from all the
principal ports in the Maritime Provinees---from
Halifax. Picton, Sto John and other plices, asking
the Minister of Marvineaud Fisheries to endeavour to
have that legislation changed in the interest of tie
ship-owners of Camula. The Minister of Marine
corresponded with the High Connnissioner. the High
Commissioner corvesponded with the British Goy-
ernment, amd after considerable correspondence
between the High Commissioner aned the Bitish
Government, and between the High Comissioner
aml the Minister of Marine, s @ concession to
Caninlic o clunse was inserted in the Bill provid-

sing that if in any British pessession enactiments
were framed for the marking, tixing and registering

tof the lowd:line on vessels owned -uul re -'Nvu-cl in.

:such British possession, such lcvhl.ttlun wanld be
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sutisfuctory to the Board of Trande, providing the

Cenactients were based upon the same pring Ipll. s

the State of Maine, and sold there to sardine fae- '
tories for the purpose of being manufactured into

sardines. I wmn told by the lhhclnwn along that
part of the coust, that "this prictice is «lnnw greit
injury to the hunn-r tishery in the Bay ot ¥ undy,
that this wholesale destruction of small tish is not
only endangering the herring fishery, but is also
injuring the larger fish, the col, Taddock anid
hake. which follow  these small fish and live
upon them as fod. In this way, the practice
which I have referred to is doing an injury to
the generad fisheries of the Bay of Fundy, and I
w lsh. on this oceasion, to call the attention of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries to these facts,
and to ask that they may veceive, in the future,
hix most cureful consideration.  The next matter
which is referred to in the Speech of His Excel-
lency. is one of very deep interest to the people of
the Maritime Provinees and to all those in Canada

who are interested in the shipping of our country ;
Mr. Hazex.

was the enactinent contained in the Imperial Act.,
In consequence of such condition of alfairs, a Bill
will be submitted for our consideration during the
present Nession, providing for the tixing of a Toad
line om our Canadian vessels @ and | c«mh«lcml\

thope and expeet that such legislation will he so

framed as not o prejudicially interfere with our
vessels or place them at a disidviantage in compe-
tition with the soft-wond vessels ~.u!m-r under the
lags of other countries which have no such re-
striction, because,  if they were placed at a dis-
advantage in that regard there would be danger
that our vessels mwht be forced under the ﬂ.wa
of nations where no such restriction exists.  No,
coming from a constituency where many of the
]wnplc are interested in vessels employed in the
coasting trade, I desire to express the hope that,
in the foad-line legislation to be submitted. our
vessels engaged in that trade will be exempe
from its provisions. Hand in hand with the
legislation concerning the load-line is the legisla-



