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relegate that matter to the courts, where the details
might be more thoroughly investigated, but here we have
on the Votes and Proceedings every detail of this case.
The hon. gentiemen have not suggested that there is any
additional detail which they propose to lay before the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Rlections, or before the courts, if
it should be sent before the couris; so we are to-day in as

ood & position as we could be after the committee have
gecided and presented their report. The only advantage
which could -be obtained wounld be thai we would have the
opinion expressed by a small number of the majority of
that committee, But we have had already the advantage
" of the opinion of a large number of the members of this
House, quite as many, I believe, as are on that commitiee,
and I think we are quite justified in proceeding to an im-
mediate decision. 1 believe that this is not so much a
matter of law as a matter of justice. It is said that we
should not deejde the question between Mr. King and the
present sitting member for that county. It is notonly
those twe gentlemen who are concerned, buat it is the voters
of that county who are interested, and I believe they
are the chief people to be considered. I believe that
the rank and file of the voters of the -county
have the right to be considered much more than
any son who happens to be for the moment the
choice of the voters in any county. I wassurprised to hear
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries make somo remarks
in reference to the present sitting member for Queen’s, N.B.
I understood the member for St. John (Mr. Skinner) to
refer to some statements put forth by the present sitting
member and I understood the Minister of Marine to say
that those statements had been denied, and that the sitting
member had never made such statements. I should sup-
pose that the sitting member would say ¢‘ save me from my
friends,” because, if that gentleman ever showed that he
was & man of honor, it was when he made those statements,

if he did make them, and not now, when he takes his seat | o

in this House in opposition to the votes of the county he is
supposed to represent. If that hon. gentleman did not make
use of these expreasions, I regret to hear it. I am sorryte
think that at no time did he feel the whole responsibility
of his actions, that at no time was he actuated by that high
sense of honor I had supposed had actuated him. But,
Sir, there is & question to be considered also with regard
to the reiurning officer to whom the hon. Minister
of Marine gave a high character. I think, how-
ever, we had sufficient grounds {0 go upon without taking
his character from anybody. This returning officer, when
he knew that he was in the position of an aclive })artisan,
that he was holding confidential relations with one of the two
candidates, deliberately accepted the position of judge, as
between the two candidates of that county. Nobody who had
a high sense of the duties of that position, who had a great
sense of self-respect, would have accepted such an anomalous
and invidious position. Had the returning officer been such
a man as the Minister of Marine deseribed him to be, he
would have refused to act as retarning officer after he had
held the position of secretary of the Conservative Association
of that county. Sir, I do not believe that as the facts are
clearly laid before us, we ought to allow them to be
surrounded by such & clond of legal quibbling as that
the people of the couniry may be led to believe that
these facts are not clear as daylight, I can ouly be-
lieve that this proposition to refer this question to

the Committee on Privileges and Elections, is a scheme by | pjo;

which the Government propose to relieve themselves and
their supporters of a direct vote in this House, and of the
1e8ponsibility of such a partisan action as the one in ques-
tion, They think by shielding themselves under the report
of a committee, the people of the country will be prevented
from having a clear perception of the character of this act,
and the Government hope thereby to shield themselves

from the condemnatien of all right-minded people in the
country. I trust the course of this debate has been such as
to secure that they will not succeed. While speaking thus,
I think I may defend those hon. gentlemen around me who
have showed, perhaps, a little heat in the midst of
this debate. ﬁgn. gentlemen opposite accuse us of
having showed partiranship. Sir, the hon. gemtlemsn
who d<proposed this motion to the House is acknow-
ledged by all on the opposite side to have dene
so in a judicial spirit, without showing any partisan
feeling, but I do not worder after they heard the speech of
the hon, Minister of Justice, and the speeches of the hon.
member for Pictou (Mr, Tupper) and others,which precluded
us from any hope that this question will be treated upon
its merits, and which precluded us from any hope of
obtaining justice from the Government for oar friend, the
late member for Queen's in the last Parliament, I do net
wonder, I say, that the members of this side of the House
allowing themselves to speak strongly, and if they have
shown any heat it is only beeause they found that the Gov-
ernment of fo-day were disposed to excuse this outrage, and
were not Erepared to grant justice to the man who had
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