
St. John, N.B. 1415

ment interfere. Ron. gentleman said
$20,000 was too little. What sum
would bo adequate to repair the
financial losses of the people of St.
John ? Who would attempt to give it ?
AIl the Government could do was to
provide, at once, for the immediate
distress, want of food, clothing and
shelter. It was upon that basis the
Government made their subscription,
which was not confined to the $20,000
alone. but which also extended to the
ir.direet measure of relief which
had been reforred to. The second
ground of complaint was, that the
Government did not proceed with what
hon. gentlemen opposite thought suffi-
cient oiligence, in the reconstruction of
the public works, and the claim was
made that, because a certain amount
of duties, an exaggerated amount,
would be received by the Government,
which would not have been received
had it not been for the fire, the whole
of this estimated amount was due to
the people of St. John, and should
have been expended at once there. He
would conîsider first, what hIe position
of the Government was with referenice
to iis power to expend public money
in the reconstruction of these build-
ing.s. There was a law applicable to
such emergenci es, but that law was
wiselv limited in its character. It
provided only for the nieces-sit y, in the
Iublic interest, of expenditure not
Iovided for by Parliament, to the
extent to wich public interest might
require the moniey to be expended.
In the repairing or reconstruction of
public works which had been destroyed,
the Government was at liberty to pro-
(ced u)on a special warrant signed by
the Governor and brought down to the
'louse. What the hon. the Minister
of Public Works proposed to the Gov-
ernment was, that such steps should
be taken forthwith, under this clause
of the lawe as would be nocessaîrv to
enable him to proceed with their con.
striiction in the spring of the yeaîr, as
soon as a vote had been takeni. lie
took the authority, under tins c!ause,
to proeeed with the clearing awav of
the débris, with the purchase of a
small portion of land necessary to
effect a proper reconstruction, and
with excavations and niaking founda-
tions of the buildings. That was ail

the Minister of Public Works could do
betore the Session, and ail that was
necessary to be done in the public in-
terest at that ti me. Now, what was
the reason given by hon. members for
the proposed extra parliamentary
action of the Government? The pro-
posai was that the Government, with-
out the sanction of Parliament, should
bave expended a very large sum on pub-
li, buildings in St. John more rapidly
than the publie interests required, and
the reason given was, that the local
interests of St. John required this
expenditure, because the people had
been thrown into a state of distress by
this fire and they required employ-
ment. If he was rightly informed,
not only were the mechanics
of St. John fully employed, and at
high wages, immediately after this
fire, in the necessary works of recon-
struction, through private enterprise,
but they were wholly inadequate iin
point of numbers to meet the demand.
No less than four or five thousand were
brought into St. John, besides its own
population, to do the buiiding requir-
ed. That fact entirely displaced the
proposition that the G4overn ment could
have aided the people of St. John
by proecediig to erect these buildings
more rapidly. On the contrarv, in
attempting to build more buildings
than there was h bour for at hie time,
the Government would have increased
the denand for labour, and the wages
of labourers would have increased, thus
causing an increase expenditure to
private individuals of St. John, who
were, then, sutiering under difficulties
and embarriassnents quite sufficient,
without adding anv additionai burden.
The price the Governrment paid for
labour at St. John was $1.40, against
S1 in the city of' Ottawa, ut the same
time. The local population was not
suflicient to do the work required, and,
ther-efore, there was no reason for the
Goverrnient to overstep the law and
impose an additional difticulty on
privait e individuals, who were, already,
suficiently enibarassed, in order to
precipitate the ereetion of these pub-
lic buildings.

Ma. PALMER said that, although
fires were, unfortunately, very coin-
mon. the one at St. John was of' such
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